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To Adelaide dt St. Croix, 

*' TT is with inexpreffible fatisfadion 
X I learQj that the friend of my foul 
has in fome meafure regained the tran- 
quillity of her's. This, more than any 
other circumftancc, will contribute to 
the recovery of your health. Oh! may 
Heaven perfect it, and fpare you for the 
friend, the guide, the comfortrefs of 
youx I^ouifa 1 

Vot, 11. 6 « Truft 



« INTERESTING IWEMOIRS. 

" Truft me, Adelaide, I almofl: envy 
^ou the repofe you to feelingly defcribe, 
.and which, I fear, I have loft for evcrl 
I caiinot be fo unjuft to your tender and 
generous friendftiip, as to hide from 
■you the anxieties ihat prey upon my 
heart.— Haftings, the fon .of my behe- 
,fai5trefs— the noble, generous, accom- 
pliflied Haftings, has, I fear, made too 
ideep an impreffion there 1 

" I will not conceal from you, that 
I believe I am beloved j but fmall is the , 
confolation that thought Ihould afford 
me ! Birth, fortune, every thing forbids 
my afpirihg withes; — gratitude alone 
ought for ever to reprefs them. But 
my Adelaide will pity mcj flie knows 
that all thefeobftaclesfeem nothing to 
love. 

" In the midft of a thoufand tormenting 
inquietudes, your friendlhip is a never- 
falling 

.„-.,Coogic 



Interesting memoirs. 3 
failing fource of pleafure and confola- 
tion. When fatigued with company, or 
fick of my own reflc£hions, I retire to a 
fweet apartment in the garden, which is 
elegantly fitted up, and adorned with 
one ornament more valuable than all 
the reft — it is your picture, Adelaide, 
with which a thoufandj thoufand tender 
ideas are connefted : This little idol 
hallows the place in my imagination, and 
I regard it as the temple of friendlhip— 
I look up to it with a mournful atten- 
tion — I gaze on it till it almoft feems 
animated— I try to make it fpeak the 
language of my wiflies, and your heart i 
It is filent — I unfold your letters, and 
there find a faithful tranfcript of both, 

" Write to me conftantly, my re- 
vered friend: Remind me of what I 
owe to Lady Granville — to Lord Haft- 
ings— to myfelf ! — Your letters will in- 
B 2 fpire 



^ INTERESTING MEMOIRS, 
fpire mc with refolution to- perform my 
duty, which I too plainly fee, but, alasl 
sm unable to follow. 

Louisa Seymour.**- 



To Mi/s Seymour. 

" Help me to rail, Louifa ! I am out 
of all patience. — This morning I got up 
earlier than ufual } I difpatchcd all my 
domeftications i and ordered the coach 
the moment breakfaft was over, that I 
might fly to my beloved friend, and 
fpend the whole day with her. Armed 
at all points, — ready alike for flirting 
with Haftings, philofophifing with his 
father, or moralifing with you, I was 
juft in the very aft of ftcpping into the 
coach, when that of Mr. Alderman 
Sagely, and a whole fquad of his city 
fons and daughters, arrived, not for a 

5 fiyi°g 
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INTERESTING MEMOIRS. s 
flying vifit of a how-do-ye, as they in- 
ftantly told me, but for a " kind neigii- 
" bourly vifit of a week." — Infiipport- 
ablc ! Had y.6u feen my countenance at 
that moment, Louifa, it would have 
given the lie to my educatiorij which, 
though confelTedly that of a falhion- 
ablc woman, has not taught me to 
bcconnc a difingenuous one. Principle, 
however, got the better for once of 
feeling. It is furely immoral, L>ouifa, 
to make a fellow-creature fufFer any 
fpecies of uncafinefs that you can prc- 
. vent. 

*• I ought to do juftice to my own pa- 
tience' and meeknefs, by attempting a 
defcription of this city invafion, — but 
the thing is impoffible!— 1 really do not 
think there ever was coUefted together 
in one family fuch a mifcellaneous fet 
of difagreeables. I Ihall find as much 
B J diffi- 



6 INTERESTING MEMOIRS, 
difficulty Co arrange them on paper, 
is in my drawing-ioom. 

" The Alderman, though firft Ut 
Courfe, yet laft in command, having no 
charafter at all, we Ihall fet afide. His 
wife afpires to that of a fine lady, which 
ihe miftakes for that of an invalid ; 
and talks of nothing but fpleen, nerves, 
vapours, green tea, and afla-fostida.— 
His daughters afpire to be wits, and 
become maimed regifters of low witti- 
cifms, dull jefts, ftale puns, and mur- 
dered fenfe. His fon afpires with better 
reafon to be a jockeys and defcants, for 
aught I know, very learnedly, on the 
betts at Newmarket, the viftories of the 
turf, and the merits of a chefnut filly, 
whom he would not exchange for the 
Trojan horfe of heroic memory, nay, 
nor for Pegafus himfelf. But however 
ill-founded the pretenfionsoffomeof the 
family, in one thing they all fucceed^ 
■" that 
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ttiat of rendering themfclvcs fuprtmeljr' 

ridiculous. After tea, 1 difpatched 

the young fry on a fifliing party t 
Jeated the Alderman in my father's 
ftudy (who was fortunately out of the' 
fcrape, being gone to Lord Alhbury 
with " the four laft a£ts of parlia-- 
ment" for his companion) ■,: and -was pre- 
.paring to enjoy all that was left me,- 
the frefii.air,,and the delightful evening,- 
when Madam arretted me with — ** Lai 
" Lady Charlotte!" fure your La'fliip- 
** would not be fo ralh as to walk in' 
" the-garden after funfetf I remember,. 
" laft. May — no, it was June,— no, no,. 
" I am right again, it was May, — when' 
. " Mr. Sagely carried me out to fee our ' 
*• neighbour Sir Jofiah Olive's im-- 
" provemenis, at his fweet litde box at- 
" Newington Butts — " But as it might ■ 
not improve your patience, Louifa, to 
hear a defcription of the beauties of 
Newington Butts, and an enumeration- 
' ■ B4' - of- 
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of all the evils ^tending this ilUfited 
walk, I Ihall p^s them over in filcnce, 
as Mrs. Sagely did not do. 

"Can you figure a reftraint more irk- 
fome and intolerable^ than that of being 
obliged to wear an air of fadnefs for 
half a day, when all the while you feel 
the ftrongeft propenfity to laughter ?-^ 
Who can help it, when one fees a wa- 
man, with the appearance of health, 
imagine herfelf .afflided with every dif- 
temper under Heaven ? Sure I anij I 
may now be qualified to prefcribe for 
all of them ; fotj not contented with 
tiring me to death with the hiftory of 
lier complaints, I really believe there is 
not an alterative, an anodyne. Or a ca- , 
thartic, in the whole materia medica,; 
with whofc various qualities, operations,"! 
and effcfts, I have not been niade ac- ! 

quanted. This querulous humour is' 

the very bane of fociety. What fatif- 
faftion. 

..,-.,Coogic 



INTERBSTtNG MEMOIRS. 9 
faftion can thifl poor wretch pofl^ft, 
whilft groaning under a load of fancied, 
ftill worfe than real diftrefs ? — Yes, 
Heaven is ever juftj and has furely 
compcnlated for her imaginary evils, bjr 
making complaint an exquilite gratiBca- 
tion to her. 

*' I went yefterday to vjfit yourjjoor 
SJiy in her new habitation, which is 
very comfortable. She prayed for bleff- 
ings on us both, and thanked me with 
her tears. She fays, (he is in tolerable 
health, but feems very weak and low; 
and wears that look of quiet uncom- 
plaining forrow, that makes its way to 
the heart, without afking leave of the 
judgment. The diftrefs of thofe in 
higher ftation meets with general fym- 
pathy :— But whofliall pity the obfcure- 
ly miferable, efpecially when they be- 
come fo by their own mifconduft ? 

■ Ah, my friend ! does this cirCuniftancc 
B 5 leffen 



10 INTERESTING MEMOIRS. 
klTen their claim, to compaffion ? — docs 
it oot greatly enhance it ? 

" Adieu ! Since I cannot hope to gee 
to the Callle for feme days, have pity 
on me, and render them lefs irkfome 
by your prcfcnce. If I can neither pro- 
mife you pleafure nor inftnidion from 
my prefent affociates, I can at leaft affure 
you of petulance] pertnefs, and o^cious 
poHtenefs from them> and a moft grate- 
ful and cordial reception from 

Your 

Charlotte ViLLiEHa." 



To Adelaide de St. Croix. 

-*' A new caufc of perplexity and diC- 

trefs, my AdeSaidcj engages me at p'rc- 

fcnt to write to you. Were 1 not aflur- 

"cd, 
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INTERESTING MEMOIRS. it ' 
cd, that no ftate of mind is fo irkfome ' 
.as that of liftlefs indifferenccj too often 
.the companion of a conventi I would- 
not fo foon make frefh demands on the -' 
patience and fympathy. of my^ friend. - 

" I have long fufpefted that the at- 
tentive kindnefs of Mr. Stanhope pro- 
ceeded from a fentiment ■ Hill mope ' 
tender than that of friendfliip. Fear', 
rendered me but too quick-fighted on ■ 
this occafion. Before leaving Bath, he 
wrote to me, making a declaration of a' 
paflion, which- docs me honour, but ne- 
ver can be produftivcof any thing but 
diftrefs to us both. — I ftrove to' fpare 
him the niortification attending an'un- 
fuccefsful fuit, by- Ihunning every op- 
portunity of feeing him alone ( but on ' 
meeting me this morning in the garden, • 
1 was obliged to hear him on the p.iin- 
ful fubjeft. What anfwer I made to his 
earneft foli citation,! know not; but be- 
B-6 ing ' 
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iz INTERESTING MEMOIRS, 
ing greatly agitated, and dreading to 
pain a mind of fuch fenfibility and deli- 
cacy as his, 1 fear I have not been fuffi- 
ciertly explicit : I refolvc, therefore, to 
write to Mr. Stanhope, and convince 
him, that the only way to fecure both 
my peace and his own, is to rcnoance a 
purfuit which can never be attended 
with fuccefs. 

" His prefence here, I plainly difco- 
ver, gives pain to a heart inwhofe every 
uneafincfs mine too tenderly fympa- 
thifes. O, Adelaide ! what can I do to 
foften that pain ? I am Ihocked at my 
own injuftice and inconfiftency. I- pity, 
in Haftings, what I difapprove of m 
Stanhope;-! condemn in him, what I 
indulge myfelfj and urge him, on ac- 
count of its' hopeleffnefs, to abandon a 
paflion, wliiJft I, in oppofition to ho- 
nour, gratitude, hay hope itfeJf, cherifli 
it in my inmoft foul. Oh, my Ade- 
laide ! 
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INTEftESTmC MEMOIRS. rj 
laidc ! arc all the votaries of love thus 
unreafonable and inconfiftent ? 

*' The cheerful and healthful ferenity, 
which I had juft begun to recover, is 
already clouded with carCj anxiety, and 
folicitude. What a mixed and ever- 
Jhifting fcene is this of human life 1 
"What a variety of vain and reftlefs in- 
quietudes fum up the term of our tran- 
lient exiftence here ! — Ah ! could I, like 
yoUjkeep my thoughts fixed on Heaven, 
how trivial would appear all the forrows 
of earth I 

"Pity me, advile me; and never. 
Oh ! never ccafe to love me, my friend ! 
my monitrefs — my counfellor — my beft 
and dearcH; Adelaide ! 
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"Te Mr. S'tanb'epe. - 

" Sir,. 
" It is impoiEbie to exprefs the con*- 
cern and agitation into which your letter, 
and converfation have thrown, me. My 
former ignorance of your fentiments was 
real, not- affefted. Would to Heaven 
I could have continued ignorant of them 
for ever ! . 

" The real efteem and friendlhip I ■ 
have always profeffed and felt for you^. 
demands from me, on this occafion, a^ 
confidence, which I Ihould not have 
thought it incumbent on me to repofe ■ 
in any other man. Be.afliired, Sir, that 
I am grateful for the preference- you - 
have Ihewn mej and wilh your happincfs ■ 
fo ardently, that I would gladly purchafe 
it at any expence, but that of my own . 
honour. 



- INTERESTING MEMOIRS. 15 
honour, which I fliould certainly forfeit, 
could I confent to give you my hand, 
when my heart is in the poflcflion of an- 
other. 

" Let this fingular proof of my 
eftcem, and reliance on your honour, at 
once confirm-your friendfliip, and con- 
vince you of the impoffibilicy of any 
other connexion ever fubfifting between 
us. It is with this view alone I have 
prevailed with myfclf to difcovcr to you 
a fccret> which I know will for ever re- 
main concealed within your friendly bo- 
fom. 

•' If you have courage to conquer x 
paflion, whofe ftrength and delicacy will 
fuggeft to your ingenuous mitid.new 
motives for attempting it; if you can 
behave to me with the fame eafe and 
freedom, which formerly made us both 
happy, and bury all th^t has pafled on 
' this 

u,o,i,-f-n,GaDgic 



i6 INTERESTING MEMOIRS, 
this fubjefl: in oblivion: in fliore, if you 
can ceafe to be my lover, you Ihall a.\~ 
■ways find a.fincere, faithful, and affec- 
tionate friend, in 

Louisa Seymour.'* 



To Adelaide de St. Croix. 

' " At length the die is caft, and my 
misfortunes are without remedy. Lady 
Granville, my dear fecond mocher, from 
amotive which I am at no lofs to divine, 
and the gerierofity of which claims my 
utmoft gratitude, has communicated to 
me in the ftriifteft confidence, a plan of 
Lord Granville's, which has long been 
a favourite one, — that of unjtiftg the fa- 
milies of Winchefter and GranviUe, by 
a marriage between Lord Haftings and 
Lady Charlotte. 



"My 
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" My heart is fo fick, and my thoughts 
in fuch confufion, that I cannot pretend 
at prefent to give you the particulars of 
this converfation. .1 do not even know 
whether Lord Haftings is acquainted 
with hrs father's defigns, — whether he 
approves of them. Ah, my Adelaide ! 
can he indeed approve of them? But 
!« me no longer deceive myfelf with 
fallacious hopes i' too long have they de- 
ceived me. In what a delirium have 
my fenfes been loft ! It is time to re- 
turn to reafon and duty'. — Oh, my friend ! 
J dare not promlfe that I will ceafe to 
love Lord. Haftings } but furely I muft, 
I ought to make the attempts Happy 
Lady Charlotte ! what wonder that your 
fpirits are unbroken ?- A little time will 
bani(h Louifa from the thoughts of youi" 
divined huft>and> and he will return to 
you and his duty — What then will be^ . 
come of your wretched friend, Adelaide? 
Though the difference of our religion 
forbids 



iS INTERESTING MEMOIRS, 
forbids my aflbming the veil, there is 
no difference in our leiHimcnts: Out 
hearts have loDg been united, and mif- 
fortune will rivet the ties of friendftiipl — 
I will come to you, my Adelaide! I will 
repofe my forrows in-your bofom; Your 
tender fympathy will pour confolation- 
-into aiine. You will teach me to live 
contented,.' to die rdigned, and with' 
joucs.fhall my duft be mingledl'* 



Jo ike famt.,. 

« I am certainly right; my friend;- 
Through the thin difguifes of a heare 
that abhors deceit and is unaccuftomed- 
to praftife it. Lady Granville, the hu- 
mane Lady Granville, has difcovercd 
my fentimcnts, and took the ftep I men*- 
tioned in my laft: to prevent the fatal 
cffefts of their indulgence. A thoufand 
little circumft*nccs have cxccurred lately. 
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INTERESTING MEMOIRS. 19- 
to perfuade me that it miift be fo j and 
that although her gentle heart pities my 
* weaknefs, her duty and intercft combine 
with her reafon to condemn it. Of this 
truth the following incident will ferve 
to convince you. 

" One day, -when walking with my 
benefaitrefs in the garden,, the convert 
fation . happened to turn on poetry. — 
You know Lady Granville had the mif- 
ifortune to Jofe, in early life, a daughtei^. 
who, thqJgh DO more than fix yeara,, 
was every thing her fond parents could 
defirc. Among her other excellencies,, 
(he fhewed a remarkable genius for 
poetry, which her indulgent mother 
encouraged,' as it was a.fource of much 
amufement to her during the frequent 
coniinement occafioned by a. delicate 
conftitution i — the ufual concomitant of 
exalted genius. Striving to recolleift a 
few. 
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few (lanzas written by her daughter dur- 
ing her laft illnefs ; and being unable 
diftinftly to repeat them, flie gave me 
her keys, and told ntie, I would find 
them in one of the drawers of her cabi- 
net. The firfl: I opened contained the 
pidture of Lord Haftings. I was in- 
ftantly feized with fuch a delire to obtain 
acopyofit, thatlfliptit into my pocket j 
■and next morning, on pretence of piir- 

-chafing fome things at , a town about 

liK miles from the Caftle, I ordered the 
horfes to be put to the carriage j and 
driving dire£bly to my milliner's, aiked if 
fhe knew whether there there was any 
painter of eminence in the town? She 
directed me to one who was faid to have 
fome merit: I left the. carriage and 

walked to his houfe. After giving. 

him many charges to keep the piflrure 
concealed, and finifti the copy without 
delay, I paid for it ; and delired it to be 
fealed up, and fent to the milliner's, who 
pro- 
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INTERESTING MEMOIRS. ai 
promifcd to have it conveyed in fafrty 
to me. There is fomething inexprcffibly 
painful to an honeft and ingenuous mindi 
in the little arts and fubterfuges necef- 
fary in the management of all clandeftine 
aSairs. The mean evafions to which 
they lead, wound our delicacy, and do 
violence to all our feelings. In vain,, 
my friend, would we chicane with con- 
icience on thefe occafions. Her dcci- 
fions are clear, and this is her language : 
" In whatever words you exprefs your 
" meaning, if they convey not to others 
"that'fenfe in which. you underftand 
'* them yourfelf, you are a deceiver, 
•* and fpeak- not the truth from your 
•* heart." 

" I was queftioned on my return by 
my unfufpcdting friend, about the bufi- 
ncfs on which I had . gone j and having 
neglefted to purchafe any thing at the 
milliner's, felt myfelf confufcd and em-, 
barraffed 

■ ^...Cooyi. 



*2 INTERESTlkG MEMOIRS, 
barraflcd by her qucftion, in fuch a de- 
gree, as obliged me to fhift the dif- 
courfe i and, by niy awkward nianner 
of doing fo, probably called Lady 
Granville's attention to a circumftance, 
which would have otherwife pafied un- 
heeded. 

*< A few days after I had reftored the 
pifture to its place, which, in order to 
obtain Lady Granville's keys, again 
forced me to have recourfe to an artifice 
I detefted, we received a vifit from a 
lady in the neighbourhood; oneofthofe . 
good fort of goffiping people, who think 
it incumbent on them to talk, whatever 
be the fubjeft. — " I hearj Madam," 
faid ihe, " Lord Haftings is juft going 
" abroad j and fmcereiy congratulate 
'* your Ladyfliip on having obtained Jo 
" fine a pifture of your fon, which will 
" certainly be mighty agreeable to you 
f' when he is at a diJiance." — ** I do 
•** think 



INTERESTING MEMOIRS, ij 
«* think myfelf fortunate on that ac- 
.« count," anfwered Lady Granville; 
" but pray, Madam, may I afk how 
** came you to know of this clrcum- 
** ftaoce?" — "O," ^•eplied Mrs. Raw- 
ii-nfon, with a ihrug and a fignificant 
look, " I faw it laft week ; but Ifufpeft 
** there is a fecret In the cafe, and ■that 
** it is intended for a miftrefs rather than 
*' a mother." — " How fo, Madam?" 
demanded Lady Granville. — " Why, 
" becAufe, on my opening the drawer 
** -which contains the unfinifhed pic- 
<• tures, to fee what additions were 

** ttiaking to his colleftion, Mr. . 

*' "entered the room, and feemed in great 
•** vexation, on perceiving mt hold youf 
" fon's in my hand ; telling me, thait 
" jiobody was permitted to examine any 
** of the pictures, except Hich as were 
*' placed in the glazed box, for the in- 
** fpeftion of rhe public. But truft me, 
■" Mddam, if you wiDi this affair to be 
" caa- 
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f+ INTERESTING MEMOIRS. 
** concealed, I will be the ray laflrpcrfon 
" in the world to divulge it. Nobody 
*' detefts the idea of betraying a fecret 
" morcthanldo." — "Indeed, Madam," 
replied Lady Granville gravely, and 
fixing her penetrating eyes on my face 
(the firft lime I ever thought them un- 
pleafing), " if there is any fecret in the 
*' cafe, I am entirely ignorant of it." 

" The perturbation I fuffered during 
this difcourfe, is not to be defcribed— ^ 
•Unable to fupporc the prefence of Lady 
Granville, I rofe and left the room. I 
faw, with aoguifli, that ihe entertained 
fufpicions, which every attempt to re- 
move would only ferve to corroborate, 
and involve me in fre0i perplexity and 
diftrefs. I refolved, therefore, to take 
no notice of what had paffed, and rather 
to hazard the difpleafure of Lady Gran- 
ville, than deviate from the ftraight path. 
of fincerity, 

" The 
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" The day following, flic fOK fbr mc 
into' her dreHuig-room.— I entered- ic 
with the horror of a felf-condemncd 
criminal. — Oh» Adelaide 1 whu muft be 
the anguiih of guilty retBOffe* when an 
error like mine could awaken fuch pain- 
ful confcioufnefs?— Lady Granville took 
hold of my hand, and, with a look of 
earnefl: foHcitude and compaflion, ** My 
" dear child," faid Ihe, " your's is a 
" noble foul— I am going to give you a 
*' proof that I know how to admire, 
**■ how to value your merit-^Would it 
•• were mine to reward it !" She then 
communicated to me the earnefl: wifhes 
of Lord Granville to accomplilh an 
union between his fon and Lady Char- 
lotte; enumerated the various clrcum- 
ftanccs that combined to make this 
union proper and definable for both fa- 
miUesj and 'ooncludj^»fwith faying, "To 
** you, my Louifa,r confide the import- 
Voi. II. C " ant 
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*6 INTERESTING MEMOIRS. 
". ant truft of my fon's honour and hap- 
•' plnefs ; Strive, my generous Louifa, 
*' during his abfence, to imprcis Lady 
" Charlotte with a favourable opinion 
*• of his character j as 1 fhall, to give 
" him a juft idea of her's." 

*' Ah, Adelaide ! is not this too much 
to demand from me? — ^Is it not enough 
to be forced to abandon hope ? — Mutl I 
be driven to abfolute defpalr ? — Yes, 
JRTaftings ! I will ftrive, in obettence to 
rigid duty, t9 -banilh thee from my 
heart} but, never will I be fo difinge- 
nuous as to recommend thee to that of 
a rival. 

•* Stanhope continues to foficit my 
friendlhip— my piqr— fmcc he can no 
longer hope to convert it into -a more 
tender fentiment. . Heaven knows, 1 
.both pity and eitefcitl, but never, never 
can love him; ■, " ^- 

« Lord 
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INTERESTING MEMOIRS. kr 
** Lord * Haftitigs fets out in a few 
days for the Continent ; he will be the 
licarer of a letter to my ffiend. I long 
tuixioufly that you Oiould lee aed'COn- 
verfe with him; — perhaps you will then 
be difpofed to excufe, as well as pity, 
the weakncfs of your affli£ted 

Louisa Szymour." 



ito Mtfs Seymour. 

**Ah! Louifa, is it neceffary that I 
fliould fee — that I Ihould convcrfe with 
Lord Haftings, in order to pity and ex- 
cufe what you term your weaknefs ?— 
Alas! I need but to rccolleft my own. 
But Ihall 1 indeed beftow that name on 
the fweeteft, moft ennobEng a£Fcftion of 
the foul?— Oh! Granamont, was it weak- 
nefs to love thee ? Is it criminal' to de- ■ 
plore thee ? — My offence then will end 
but with my life !— The walls of a con- 
C 2 vent 
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vent nifty cwce^ Q«f forrowB frcfn- the 
world, but ii will not banilh thi*m from 
our tl^oughcs ; its lolieude and Olence 
a{« but too: f&TourtbJ£ iQ th«r ktiduir 



" This da7» my Louifa— this memo* 
rable day — was the lafl: of my earthly 
happinefs ! — It was that on which Grant- 
mont informed me of his fuccefs, and 
added to all my plealing hctpes, that of 
his fpecdy return. —Alas! how foon were 
thty bla&ed for ever .4 

*• Yet think not;, I^ouifa, that I air- 
ways indulge thefe melancholy reflec- 
tions. — No; I do not, in bewaiiing the 
lofs of my deareft blefiing, ungratiefuUy 
overlook thofe "which ftUl remain. I 
even at times look back on pafl: pleai- 
fures with more real facisfadion tbaa 
half the world experience in the ei^oy- 
mcm of thofe.that are prefent, Thf^ 
8 til 
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IE a con&iods dignity asirclt as tcuder- 
acts in virtuous .forrow j..— and,.fw.iadiot- 
wouid I recal to mind the virtues of 
Grammont, andwecp foi: hk 'Idfs>.thaA~ 
fcav; li^ed to wjtnefs either the fr»il6iei 
er faults of a charailer fo loved and- re- 
Vertd ;■ And. who can bo^e, in this -mor- 
tal rtate, to- b« enti-rely ex«npted from 
either ?.— Though- he AmIII never tttvrH 
to mC) I (hall foon go'to him; and th«i 
■what wiH ail the fbrrtjws, Offerings, and' 
yexMig imjaietwdes of this life appeari . 
but as.the confufcd Oi-adows of a woobled 
dream, from which we awake tcireal and 
Aibftantiat felicity ! 

" Let refleftrons fikellwie iearry p*ac# 
and eonfblatiofl to the gentle bofom of 
my friend ; and let us not dwell on evils 
that are- paft, and which neTcr would 
hffTC^ been prefent, had not fome im- 
iprtant piarpofe rendered ihcm neceffary. . 

C 3 "Do- 
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" Do qot regret intercfting mc in your 
forroT^ Louifa. A dead calm is the 
worft ftate of the human mind. Some 
agitation is neceflary to nuintain its pro~ 
per temperament ; and it is beft when 
this requifite is the eSedl, rather of the 
fecial than the felfifh principle. The 
one is like the breath of Heaven on the 
peaceful lake, whofe gentle motion pu-, 
rifics and clears {—-the other refembles a 
vortex in a troubled pool> which abforba 
every thing of worth, and fends ita fecu- 
kncies to the furface. , 

** You tell me, that " tears of mingled 
" admiration, and gratitude interrupt 
*■' your perufal of my letters." How 
fooching, tiow flattering is fuchpraifeS 
How preferable to the applaufe of a. 
giddy and capricious world f The ap- 
plaufe of that world is too often obtain- 
<;d by the mere difplay of thofe talents^ 
in the poflelEon of which there can be no 
merit i 



INTERSSTING MEMOIRSt }» 
sneric : it lies folely, my ftlend, in the 
juft application of them.. 

**Adieu,. my t^uifa.— I'pityj I' fym- 
■pathife in your forrows ; would I could 
relieve therrv! — You have my prayers, 
my wiihesy my conftaRt tender afFe<ftion. 
O I may no reftlefs paQlon long difturb 
the tranqjiillity of that bofom, which 
Heaven has formed to be the rcfidence 
of every amiable and gentle virtue 1— 
AdieuJ" 



The modeft and engaging manneu 
oC Mr. Stanhope conciliated the efteera 
o£ all with whom he converfed. Evea 
Lord Hfl(tings» though he regarded him 
in the light of arrival, with that great- 
nefs of mind which fuppr«flcs-the male>- 
volent, and conquers the felfifli paOlonsi, 
jpined on all occafibns in doing juftice- 
to his merit. — With refpcft to Louifa's 
C 4. fenti- 
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leatimeats of this gendeman, he was 
ftill in painful fufpenfe. She often fpoke 
of him in high terms ; but Hie fpoke of 
him without any marks of that hefitat- 
ing caution> which betrays that tender- 
nefs it is meant to conceal. She pro- 
feffcd herfelf his friend wijh fuch unaf- 
fefted eafe, that Lord Haftings flattered 
himfelf flie would never become his 
■wife. 

In fpite of every attempt to conceal ■ 
the diftrefs and perturbation of her 
mind, the dejeftion of Louifa became 
evrery day more i^parent^ It did not 
«fcape Lord Haftings j who, ignorant 
of the real caufe, smd judging of her'i 
by his own feelings, fometinnes ventured 
to hope, that rcgref for his approach- 
ing departure bad a Stiare in her un- 
cafinefs. — The Angular ingenuity and ' 
noblanefi of her conduft to Mr. Stan- 
• hope, did not tend to leffen a paflion, 
which 
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■which was infpircd d 

whofe chief objeft i. 

But the confidence ihe had repofcd in 
him, added I'uch gratitude and tendcr- 
nek to his other femiments, that flic 
often felt real pleafure in hia converfa-> 
tion. 

Matters ■^ete in this train, when Ladjr 
Charlotte joined the agreeable party at 
Caftle Haftings. The frequent vifits 
ftie made .there, had farnilhed her with 
opportunities of becoming pretty well 
acquainted with the fentinnents of all 
parties. Her charming fpirics were a 
cordial, of which they ftood in great 
need. — She ■ plainly perceived the paf- 
fion of Lord Haftings for Mifs Sey- 
mour ; sind though fhe had once hoped 
to have' become the objeft of it herfelf, 
file was too getieronEf now to harbour 
fuch a wifti,' fince ftie was coBvinccd, 
, that any preference fof her, on the pare 
C 5 of 
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of Lord Haftings, would be deftruftive 
of" the peace of hec amiable young 
friend. She remarked the uncommua 
dcjedlion of Louifa, which Ihe attribut- 
ed folely to the profpeft of being di- 
vided from, the object of her fecret at- 
tachment ; being entirely ignorant of 
Lord Granville's views, and the conver- 
(ation that had pafled on that fubje^ 
between Lady Granville and Mifs Sey- 
mour. She poflefled too much good- 
nefs of heart, as well, as delicacy, to rally 
her friend on fo tender a point; and 
generouHy ftrove to divert her thoughts 
from it, by fuch lively fallies and amu- 
£ng converfations, as Ihe fuppofed moft 
likely to produce that effect. 

Oh coming into the parlour one 
morning, where Louifa fat at work, 
whilft the two gentlemen amufcd- them- 
Ijclvea with making fome chemical ex- 
periments—" Well," demanded ihe» 
« how 
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" how have you three been empjoyed 
" thefe four hours ? — Not fo ufefully as 
" I, I dare fwear."— " We have been 
*' mod: agreeably employed. Madam," 
anfwered Mr. Stanhope, " in' hearing 
•' Mifs Seymour perform on the harpfi- 
*' chord ; and ufefuUy too, 1 Batter my- 
' feJf, in giving her fome IcITohs of na- 
" turaV philofophy in returu." — " Ah," 
replied Lady Charlotte flily, " you will 
*' perhaps find, that the ufeful and agree- 
*' able is not always the expedient — 
" Your fcholar will foon excel her maf- 
" ters, and, with all her fimplicity, teach 

*• them fome arts they little think of." 

*• I'm fure. Lady Charlotte," faid Lord 
Mailings, *' you, generally contrive to 
*• Unite all the three: But pray^ in re- 
" turn to your query,. How has your 
*' Ladyfhip fpentthis morning?" — "I 
" have fpent this morning," replied {he, 
in a formal and ferious tone, " in fabri- 
" eating a catechifm for Louifa."— 
C 6 " For 
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** For me ! l^df Charlotte ?" inter- 
Fupted Louifa, fmiling — " Have you 
** then fo bad an opinion of my prin- 
" ciples, as to think I am ftill ignorant 
"of my catechifm?"— " I know noc 
« what your fwinciplcs may be," re- 
turned flic, •* but your praftice is into- 
** lerable : All my good inftruilions go 
" for nothing — Bath itfelf has been 
•' thrown away upon you j and you . 
*• continue obftinately attached to pre- 
"judiccs and opinions that will for 
** ever prevent you from making a 
•* figure in the world." — ** For pity's 
*' fake," faid Mifs Seymour, " do not 
** abandon me in fuch deplorable cir- 
" cumftances ! Perhaps my reformation 
^' is not quite fo hopelefs as you fup- 
« pofe." — " There is only one chance 
•* remains for you," rejoined Lady 
Charlotte: '.' My father returns to town 
'* about Chriftmas"; if you will confent 
" to accompany us, the air of London 
*' may 



INTERESTING MEMOIRS". 37- 
" may yet do much," — Louifa Ihook. 
her held, but made no reply.- 

Thepoffibllity of MifsScymour fpend- 
ing the winter in London, where her" 
beauty could not fail to attraft a crow4- 
ef admirers, had never once entered the 
thoughts of Lord Haftings. It now 
ihot like lightning through his foul, 
and tortured his imagination with a 
thoufand apprehenfions, to which he 
had hitherto been a ftranger. 

Without perceiving his uneafinefs. 
Lady Charlotte thus- proceeded:—— 
" Don't you think, my Lord, there is 
" feme little chance, that a trip to Lon- 
" don might ftiU make away with thefe 
" ftrange antiquated notions of Mife 
"Seymour's?" — " Perh^s, Madam," 
anfwered he gravely, " London might 
" alter many of Mifs Seymour's prefent 
** opinions j but I doubt much whether 
" thofe flie would receive there in re- 
,? - ," turn, 
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** turn, would prove cither agreeable or 
*' advantageous. There is more hazard, 
'• Lady Charlotte, than yoa are aware 
"of, in the manners of the great world, 
" Too often,, in clearing away the ruftv^ 
" it robs the precious metal of its in- 
*' trinfic worth, and mixes with it the 
" bafeft alloy." — " I fee, Louita," laid 
Lady Charlotte, *' I (hall receive very" 
*' little aid from Lord Haftings : I am 
'* therefore refolved to inftru£t you pro- 
*' pcrly in your duty myfelf— Nay, don't 
" look fo ferious j I won't.tlre you with 
" a " tedious homily." Thewhole duty 
" of women h comprchei*dcd in much 
" fewer pages than " the whole duty of 
"man." We know ours intuitively i 
*^ they have much to learn> and fome- 
•' what to unlearn too, Louifa. — Come» 
•' be attentive." 

She then took out her pocket-book, 

and holding it up, compofed her fea.- 

lures- into a look of arch gravity, whillt 

ihe 
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file thus proceeded :— " ^eftion.- Ft 
" what end dJd you come into l\ 
"world? Anjwer, To get ahufband,- 
*' ^. What U the way to get a huft)an<^ 
" A. To drefs, dance^ chat, play, ar 
" go to all manner of. public place 
" except church, for fear of being caile 
" a fanatic. — ^. What is the duty i 
"ahufband? A'. Toplcaft his wifc.- 
" $j What is the duty of a wife } A.I 
<• pleafe hcrfelf. — ^ Arc there ntf moi 
"duties, incumbent on you as a ff 
« lady ? A. Yes ; I muft be deaf, dum I 
** and blind, as occafions req^uire: Di 
" to the voice of duns, and all fi : 
" poor relations as mofl: eafily bcfet n ; 
" dumb when my huiband remonftra- : 
" and blind to the whole race of c ; 
" acquaintances or cquntry-coufin; ■ 
" Slj Are jtou not tq have fome rej i 
" to a future ftate ? ■ A. Yesj aftet I ■ 
** ing maintained a gc»d reputatio 
*' long as I can, I am to exchange : 
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" a ft'pacate maintftnancr, unlefs I wilh. 
^- to marry my gallant ; . and then I muft 
" accufe my hufband, obtain a divorce, , 
" and bidding a long farewel to . this . 
" cold climate, court the mild breezes,. 
" and tafte the lifting plcafurcs of the 
"continent." 

. Lady Charlotte arofe, and taking hold 
pf L^uifa's hand — " Now, my good 
" child," faid (he, " let us go and con 
*' over this lirft leflbii in the garden to- 
" gether; and when I fee it Kas made a. 
•' due .impreffion, 1 will then inftruft 
" you in the hundred and fifty articles 
" of a fine lady's religion." 

Whilft they were walking in the 
garden, a fcrvant fom the Marquis in- 
formed Lady Charlotte of the arrival 
of feme compafty, that made it ne- 
ecffary for ^er to- return- home imme- 
diately; Miis. Seyitiour never parted 
fixim Lady Charlotte witjiout regret till 
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now. But the gaiety of her fpirits wai 
at prcfent fo difcordant with the pen- 
five tone of Louifa's mind, that fhe 
longed to be left at liberty, to indulge 
her melancholy refledioni withmit inter- 
ruption.— She daily difcoTered, how- 
«ver, new charms in the character of 
Lady Charlotte J and having once been 
ibmewhat prejudiced againft her, on ac- 
count of her fuppofed inlenQbility, fhe 
vaa now ' difpofed to make aconemenc 
fbr^ber injuftiec^ by giving her credic 
Cor perfeftioni to wtucK In re^ity flift 
bad no ckjou 

That evening, the weather being ex- 
tremely hot, Louifa left the company^ 
which were numcrotis, and retired tnca 
the garden for the benefit of frcfli air. -* 
The door oC the pavilion being open,. 
fl*e entered; and throwing hcrfelf down 
on a fbpha» began to revolve in her 
nvind all the citcumftances of the laft 
affsding; 
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affefting interview ihc had: there, with. 
Lady Granville and Lord.Haftings- 

Mr. Stanhope, whofe eyes were at- 
tentive taevery movement of her's, hav- 
ing oWerved, her change colour, and 
prefently after leave the room, felt the. 
moil; reftlefs uneafinefi on her. account. 
Happening to caft his eyes towards the 
window which, overlooked the garden,^ 
he faw hec enter, the pariUon^^and-fclE *-. 
fudden irrcfiftiblc incliuation to follow 
ier. — He. did fo r On approaching her>. 
ffie ftarted from her reverie*, and looked- 
difiatisfied on account of its being inter? 
rupted^ '^ Cardoa this intpy(ion> Mifs - 
SeymQur," faid. he, with emotion ; '* t 
" would not for the world ofFend yout 
" but feeing you quit the drawing-room> 
" and fearing, from yout palenefs, that 
" fomefuddenindifpofitionwasthecaufe, 
« I could not be eafy till I knew you was 
« not fo.!'^— " I am indebted to you». 
« Sir>" 
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"Sir," aafwercd flic, wLth.ideep figh» 
*• for taking fuch a fliare in my uneafi- 
** nefs t it will fooa be removed."^— 
"Ah, Mifsi Seymow l" continued he, 
" woiikl it were la my power to remove 
" it 1 but I greatly fear I only add to. 
** yoi^ diftrefs. Permit me, amiable, 
" Louifa* to enq_uirc» wJiethet it is my, 
*' prcfeace, the ptefcnce of an unhappy^ 
" or ch/e abfence of a more fortunate 
^' lover, that occafions your conllant de-« 
'• jeftion i Be afliired, if I am the 
** wretched caufe of your difltefs, I will 
*^ tear myfelf from you, and every, 
" thought conne<5tcd with happincfs.^ 
*' Your peace is dearer to methan life>. 
*' which I would cheerfully facrifiee to- 
** pronndte it." 

The foftened heart of Louifa was un- 
equal to this trial.. Repeated fighs burft, 
from her agit«ed bofom -, her tears, 
flowed in abundance j and ihe did no^ 
even attempt to interrupt Mr. Stanhope*. 

— « le 
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— *• If I am loft to happinefs myfclf,**' 
continued he, " tell me, dearcft. Mifs. 
*• Seymour," (taking hold of her. hand) 
" is there any "way Left by which I can. 
" promote yotir's? Fortune,, perhaps, 
" oppofes yoar ■wlfiies :■ Some favoured 
•• rival t— A Rochelle, perhaps ? I well. 
" remember his uncommon agitatton,, 
" on fering you attend Adelaide's ad^ 

" mifEon."- "■ Oh ! aik me nothing 

" more," ihtcrrupted tourla,. haftily 
withdrawing her hand, and rifing from, 
her feat, '* yau already know too niuch.. 
" But leave me. Sir, I conjtire you, and 
^ bury all that, has paffed in your own 
** bofom." 

Mr. Stanhope withdrew; and Louifat. 
turning down a path that led into a., 
fine field, continued her walk, tiU flie 
reached a bench fliaded. with a large- 
chefnut tree, on which ihc fat down, 
and gave way to the forrows that op- 
jreiTed h?r heact.. 

A few. 
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■A. few minuces after Mifa Seymour 
'quitted the drawing-room. Lord Haft>- 
ing, on retiring to the window for air, 
{ivf Mr. Stankopc enter the pavilion. 
He was inftflotly feiEcd with a fit of je^ 
lowly, i and fuppofing- that it was the 
fccne of afl appointment between theni, 
could not rcTift the defire, which that 
jcnvious paffion infpired, of at Itaft in- 
ccrrt^ting their happinefs> £nce he could 
jiot prevent their meeting. , As he ap^ 
proached.the paviUon, his heturt thn>l>r 
bed fo violently, that he was obliged 
*o ftop to recover himfclf. The win- 
dows being all. thrown open, and Ihaded 
with honeyfuckle, gav^ him an oppor- 
tunity of ^witneffing iJiis affcfting inter- 
view, without being obferved. 

The tears of Louifa wruog his heart ; 
and utterly at a lofs to guefs the caufe 
which excited them, he drew nearerthe 
window, at the very inftant Mr. Stan- 
hope 

...Cooyi. 
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"hope pronounced this fetiteftce,— ** If 1 
■*' am loft to happinefs myfeif," &c. In a 
• «ioment "the whole truth fecmcd to flafli 
•on his mind ; the frequent changes in 
■Louifa's manntr, her continual melan- 
xrholy, her fejeftion of Mr. Stanhope's 
■addrelTes, all convinced the unhappy 
Waitings, that there was a favoured rival 
in the heart of Mifs Seymour, whofe ab- 
fence occafioned her diftrefs, and whom 
it would be equally vain and diihonour- 
ablc to endeavour to fupplant. 

To meet with coldnefs and indifference 
ftom a heart which has infpired us with 
the moft tender fentiments, is afflifting 
in the higheft degree: But whar can 
equal the anguifh of knowing thac the 
heart we ardently covet is aftually in 
pofleffion of another? 

Lord Haftings flood ftill, till Mifs 

Seymour and Mr. Stanhope were both 

out 
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Wut of fight} and then entering the pa- 
vilion, threw himfelf on the fopha (he 
■had juft quitted. He reviewed the hap- 
■py hours-he had fpent with her during 
-^Lady Granville's confinement, when h*e 

almolt believed he was beloved; and 
-execrated that rafli curiefity, which had 
^or ever-robbed him of the fweet dcla- 

fion. 

liOuifa, after having recourfc to the 
'foothing etters of Adelaide, fome of 
which of which (he always carried in 
her pocket, and which, by their pious 
and folemn reflexions, never failed to 
calm the difturbed foul of her friend, 
being now tolerably compofed, ventured 
to return to the drawing-room. 

Unable to bear the reftraint oT com- 

_pany, and wholly engrolTed by his own 

refieftions. Lord Haftings took the fame 

road 
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road Mifs Seymour had quUtedj and 
wandered down the field. 

As he Af^oached the bench, his at- 
tcotioa- WW roufedj 1^ fedag a paper 
lying on tbe grounds He picked it npj 
It wa^ without ieal or luperfcription j 
but as he had no ddubt of iu having 
been dropt by Mifs Seymour, he refolv- 
ed to reftorc it unopened. At chat 
inftant, recoUefting the delight he had 
experienced on a former occafion, from 
the perufal of what ftie had written, and 
fuppofing this might contain fuch an- 
other tranfcript of her heart, he could 
not deny himfclf the fatisfaftioo of diC- 
covering at this crifis what were its in- 
moft thoughts.— —Perhaps it is fafer, 
on fome occafions, to commit a llight 
offence with one's eyes optn, than by 
feeking for reafons to excufe the ,com- 
mifliua of it, to endanger our mental 
fight. 
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light, and blind oar undeiftantfii^witk 
themiftoffalfe argument. — ^Heepen* 
ed liie kuer, -which jH-oved to be that 
from Gratnmont to Adelaide; nhiok 
Louifa, tn the i^iEuion of her txuod 
immediately after reading it, bad &r>> 
gotten to rcftore. He faw that it wu 
not the hand of a female.— What was hU 
amazement, when he read thefe words ? 
" At length, mcrft beloved of womeiij 
your fond lover, your faithful friendj 
taflies of real tranfport, by being abl9 
to convey it to you," &c. 

Having finiihed the letter, a deep 
• 0gh burft from his bofom : — " There 
" is then no hope under Heaven remain. 
*' ing for me 1" cried he, in a. tone of 
defpondJng forrow. Then after a panfe 
— " Yes; that of Jeeing Louifa hapj^. 
' *' Fortune feems to oppofe the uuon ^f 
** two hearts formed for each other j— 
Vol. II. D « would 
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** would I too oppofe it ? Is not the 
" happincfs of Lx)uifa dearer to me than 
«*'life? Thank Heaven! though 1 am 
«* wretched myfclf, it may ftill be in my; 
«* power to render her happy j and to 
^* reftore peace to the bofom of the 
** gentleft, moft amiable of human 

•' kind." Full of thefe fentiments, 

fo worthy of himfelf, he fought for an 
"opportunity of converfing with Mifs Sey- 
"mour in private, which flie as ftudiouny 
avoided. 

The evening before his departure, 
obferving her walking alone in the gar- 
den, he followed her; and on her enter- 
ing the 'pavilion, flopped to refleft in 
what manner he ought to addrefs her. 
She appeared loft in thought; a heavy 
■jfi'gh'ljetrayed the deep diftrefs which oc- 
ieafioned it; and after remaining fome 
time in a reverie, which J^ord Haftings 
I- was 
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was i^^i^i^ to iHt<EFrupt> file aroie, 
and retiring <CD the oppolke Window, 
from whence 'ftift could' fee any perfon 
that entered th£ gtUdeni fhe drewoot 
of her' bofom his pifture, which hung 
from her Aeclc by a fihall flting of pearls. 
The agitation of Lord -Haftings on this 
occafion was '«i(trem'ej "Whit would it 
harff been, could he Have difcovered 
that it was his own features fhetWas theii 
conteihplating I—^After- looking ' on it 
for fome time in lUence^'fite 'kifled and 
bathed it with her te&rs : T-hen in a low 
and mournful tone,—** YeSi" faid ftie; 
'•fortune and duty oppofeour happi- 
"ncfs: — Abfence may Wot thy image 
s* from my heart } but no powep on earth 
" can rob me of the dear delight of lov- 
*• lag thee tenderly, — loving thee onl^ 
*' — loving thee for ever'!'* 

Lord Haftings could fupport this fcene 

; no longer. He came round to .the door . 

■ - ' Da of 
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(^ the jMvUion t at Ti^t of hhn Lo^^ 
ftirted back with; fu^pri,tir, asd in gtea/f 
eon&fion, haftily retu^ng^the jiidiur* 
into her bofom, pfepiired to retire* ^— 
Taking ilold of hw Mn^, *«■ M hej 
gcntljr back to ttK.fophaj and ft^Emg 
hitafetfbyher,— *' Q Ueuifa!" faidire, 
** why -do yoa avoid tne ? Wtiai have 
** I doiio to iacur your hatred f"-L*.«. My 
"hatred, tny- Lord!" faJd flw, — and 
•ig^n wa4' fileat.-— *' Yes, Mifs Scy- 
" mour, it ifl too idain you hate^ you fly 
** me i^ aai not conftious of having 
•* ^eKtod "yput (Mfpleafiire, but you can- 
** Rocfie-uajtlft. Ah, Louifa!" continued 
he, Axing hit.. mournful <ye» on her's, 
^hicbwcreftreftmii^withtears, "wfeere 
*' att ait thoA h^py moments fled that 
"we -once oi^ed together, when I 
" cherifhed f&r you fentihnents that I 
<• dared not difcover, that I muft for 
** ever hold fa<;red ; that I once— O Ar- 
" git« me I— thought yeu beheld itith- 
"ouc 



•* out flontew^^ B«t I; (fccewnii ndy* 
** G^y afld.aitt t)ow pUniJhcd for rxif 
'* pfcfumptiop,"— — JljQuif« WAS oq^ 
^Kcd to bave ireciCHirfe to her falcs } M 
percaved- .«he- agony of her rojrtd, aqt} 
hafteaed to p«t aii ehd to iJie eopy^HiH 
lion. 

** I am no ftcangjer, Mifs Seyoaour," 
SOBtinli(!4 IWj *;' to' the caufeef my mif-t 
** fortune. Permit me, ere 1 go, to be^ 
<* ftow ofl you the ijneans of happinefs, 
" which are now ufelefs in my hapds :— !• 
'* Think fomctimes on (he abfent Haft* 
«• ings, who wili never ceafe to think 
■' of yoy ( and who, though he cahno; 
*^ be the fliarer of your heart, muft foi;' 
" ever be the friend of your virtues.--* 
*• Deign to SQcept of this trinket i and 
" let; it Geinind you o( a man who p re^* 
**-fct8 your felicity to his own," 

D 3 During 
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- During this fpeech, great part of 
which Ihe could not thai comprBUend; 
Louifa was in a ftate to be conceired> 
hot defcribe^. The trinket with which 
Lord "Haftiftgs prtfcnted^bcr, wa& a 
loikitincloTing -his hair, enamelled with 
the initials of his name, and richly- let 
with brilliants. She received it-with a 
look of acknowledgment ; and ■»! length 
foutid coArpofure Sufficient c& ^d, in A 
tone of inexpreflible- tendernefs^^^** Be 
** affured,* rtiyLord, I have no need" of 
** this femembrancer.' I (hairneyer for- 
" get you ; and wherever you " go,' my 
" prayers and' bell: wiflies fhall 'attend 
" you."-^ — She rofej — ** I have Only 
" one other requeft to make, Mifs Sey- 
*' mour," faid he j '' it is, that you will 
" take charge of this packet till after I 
•' am gone ; you may then break the 
•• feal, and difpofe of the contents as 
" dircfted." 

He 
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-He retired, leaving Mifs Seymour 
diftraflred with the variety, ■ as weH ai 
violence of her emotions. ■ She repeatcB 
every word he had uttered a thoufand 
times J and every time found herfelf left 
able to unravel their niearting. The 
packet too furniftied her with many con- 
jectures; but fhe refolved to obey his. 
Jnjun£lions with the ftrifteft fidelity. 

She returned to her apartment with 
ib violent a headach, and In fuch agi- 
tation of fpirits, that it was late before 
file joined the company ; but though 
ihc wiJhed above all things to avoid a 
formal parting with Lord Haftings, Oie 
dreaded the fufpicions Ihe might incur 
by appearing to (hun it. 

After a dull and filent fupper, (be rofe ■ 

to retire; *• Mifs Seymour," faid Lord 

Granville, ** do you remember, Haftings 

*-' fcts out to-morrow, won't you wiJh 

D 4 ** him 
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f' Hun a good journey i" — '* I do, nath 
f^all qoy. heart, my hordt" oitlwemL 
^le. Lord Haftings faluted heri and 

follDwing Jier to the door, he feized her 
frembUng hand, which he prelTcd to his 
J»o(bm — " O Lxwrifa !" faid he, " may 
-<^ Ije&refi's hc& blefliags furrotind you, 
ff and may- yoa be completely ha{q)y, 
" whatever become of the ill-fated Haft- 
*• ings." 

. ' Louifa retired to bed, bat not to deep. 
■Of all the paillons which warred in her 
~ bofom, andbani&ed fleep from hereyes, 
curiofity was the moft violent, as well 
4U painful. She arofe by ■ day-break t 
-and the moment flic heard the carriage 
of Lord Haflings drive from the door, 
flie broke the feal, with a trembling 
.hand and beating heart. — How great 
was her aftonilhment when Ihe read [he^ 
words I-T*^ . 

>'Thc 
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'*TlieincIolcdlccterlcttre&ini;AOi^n 
ta douht of m]r nusfartunci aad fofficient* 
ly explains to me the caufe of your tat* 
dcje£tion. Ifyougenerouflypermitmeto 
be the means of removing It, I fliall ^U 
taftc haRpkefs in yaw's, aad leirp tor 
put a juft Talue on the gooda of fomiobi 
May tbef^ and Hsvety Ueffing, be your 
' portion^ and that <rf the deferyirig pait- 
oer of your hearti , I^ poQefing yours, 
he vill poi&fs fhe only treafiire which 
la tl^is. world could . excke the vfaoi^ 
bopes, wifli««> and dcfires^ of 
Your devoted, 
. Though nio$ unfortunate^ 
Hastiucs.** 



The letttt to whi^ ^^rd Haftingt 
alluded, wa* that from Grammont to 

Adelaide- Under, the fame cover *«re 

two Iwk biU» for a ihjj^fenf}. pound* 

D 5 each. 
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eachy and a promifibiy note for three 
more, to be paid at L«rd Granrille'a 
4eaih, 

; It 3s difficult to fay, whether admira- 
tion, gratitude, fofFo:nrj or love, at this 
moment 'predominated - in the agitated 
foiil ' of Louifa-i but though they alter- 
nately ftrove for dominion there, they at 
laft yielded to that melancholy regret, 
that exquifite fympathy in the affliction 
of Lord Haftings, which excited the 
moll ardent, though unavailing, wifhes- 
to relieve it. ... - 

"the lioblcnefa of her foul, as well 
as integrity of her heart, left her 
not a moment in doubt about the con- 
duct flie ought to purfue. But fen- 
fibk that, to her duty and honour, 
flie muft now facrifice the deareft inte- , 
refts of that heart, flie feared to truft its - 
juggeftions to her pen. Confcious, that 
*his 
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his miftaken belief of her preferenjse 
for another, would prove the moft likely 
means of prevailing with him to bani/h 
her from his thoughts ; convinced that 
it was his duty to do fo j foothed' per- 
haps with the fecret hope, that time, by 
difcovering his error, might revive his 
tendernefs, flie refoived, agreeably both 
to her ingenuity and. afieAion, to write 
and thank him; but neither to.miflead 
nor to undeceive him. 



To Lord Hafi'mgs. . ■* 

My Lord; 

"Your noble, your generous inten- 
tions, I accept with all that gratitude 
and admiration they jullly claiim. Could 
they have availed to my BappinefS,, I 
would not have returned thefe proofs of 
a friendlhip, which it (hall be- my ftudy 
and ambition to deftrve j but other ob- 
D6 ftacles 
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ftules oppi^e my felicity /i^rhaps wtU 
for ever opjpo& ic 

" Ia the nercife of diofc exalted rir* 
tnes, which form your chara£ter> and 
conciliate unirerfal efteeixij may you, 
my Lordt find that happlnefs they are 
calculated to beftow^ »id which noii» 
, can better deferve. 

LoviSA SeyMouji." 



Though it is painful to lie under un- 
merited cenfure, there is a pride attend- 
ing confcious virtue^ which makes her 
difdun to folicit a hearings in ordtr to 
vindicate a conduct which Jhe is fenfible 

merits jraife. Mifs Seymour either 

fav, or thought Ihe faw, an alteration 
in-Lady Granville's manner towards her* 
ever fince the unlucky aff'^r of the pic- 
ture : This gave her extreme pain i but 
pride 
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' tinEer« £QJafeflu»n c^ her weaknefs. Ua^ 
accuftomed to rcAnunt or cancealmciR, 
it grew every day mof e pMnful to her j 
and Ihe rcfolved, as foon as Lxird Haft- 
ittgs flibuid leave the Caftle, to com- 
muiucate all that had paJTed iKtireen 
tfaem to bis mother.*' 

On going into Lady Granville's drel^ 
iag-room, ihe found her Spirits ex- 
Crcmelf die{ve0cd on account of her 
ion's d^>vture. She mingled her tears 
with her*s, and fuggefted every thing 
moft likely to fupport her fpirits. " If 
■* I cannot coaSbie your heart, my dear 
*' Madam," faid lbe> " &r the abfenc^ 
" of yoOT fon, let me at kaft prove 
" myfelf worthy the name of daughter, 
*' widi which you honour me, by laying 
" open mine to your view. — I am per- 
'* fuaded you are not ignorant of the 
" fcntiments he has long entertained for 
" me J 
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** nv } but however flattering to me, in 
** juftice to you and to myfelf, I wifli to 
** convince you, that I have, never given 
" encouragement lo them." 

She then fuccinftly related all that 
had pafled between her and Lord Haft- 
ings at their laft interview ; and taking 
out the packet, and at the fame time 
prefcnting her with her anfwn* to the 
letter fromljOrdHaftings, — "Read this, 
" Madam," faid (he, " and inftruft me, 
** if you wifli me to make any altera;- 
" tions in it." 

Lady Granville pcrufed the letters 
with vifible emotion. Then rifing,and 
throwing her arms round Louifa's neck^ 
which (he bathed with tears of mingled 
admiration and tendernefs, — " No, my 
*• amiable, my exalted child !" faid 
ihe, " your uncorrupted heart (tands ia 
" no need of inftruftion. You havC' 
" afled- 
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** afted nobly;- ahd befides the confcious 
" approbation of your own mind, your 
" conduct, fo honourable, fo dtfmtcreft- 
*' cd, will, 1 truft, one day meet its rew 
« ward." 

Lord Hafitngs wr6te to his mother 
almoft every poftj but though he never 
omitted enquiring after Mifs Seymour's 
health, he carefully avoided mentioning 
her in any other terms than thofe dic- 
uted by poliienefs. 

As he did not entertain a doubt con- 
cerning the objed of her tendemefs, he 
was not a little aftonilhed to learn, on 
his ariival at Paris, that the Count de 
Rochelle had been married for feverai 
months. This at once accounted to 
him for Louifa's melancholy, and Ju- 
fpired a fond hope, that if yet might be 
in his power, by a tender, conftant, af- 
fiduous paflion, to remove it. Heknew 
too 
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too weU the bitter auguifii. of difappoint^ 
mcDt, not to frel nioft exquifite ionrow 
for Mjfs Seyraotir, on accovfit of this 
iuppofed niiafo?tufl«— of ^ ojJiflcs, furei 
lythe moft infupportable— that; ■ of the 
cruelty and perfidy of a peribn in whom 
we have repoled «sbowded confidence, 
and from whom w« have expcAed ali 
ow felicity. 

Some weeks a&er Lord Haftings ar- 
rived at Paris, Louifa received the fol- 
lowing letter from Adelaide, in anfwer 
to the introdu&ory one, of whkh he va* 
the beacei::^. 



TV Myi SrfmeMT* 

** I wonder not, my friend, that you 

wlfhed me to fee and cenverfe with 

Lord Haftings i it is impofiible to do 

either without jpteafure and admiration. 

He 
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He has paid me fcveral vifics^ each of 
which has ferved to confirm my ofiinioa 
of his noble aiid generous charader.— 
He ^>oke' biic lictle of my Loiiila'i 
when be did, it was the language of 
unfeigned praife. He aik6d a thoufand 
^ucftions about Roctielle ; every one of 
which betrayed die intcreft his heart: 
took in the fubjefti but inffruSed by 
your letter, I purpofcly avoided it: This 
he faw, and I doubt not hit- lufpicions 
were confirmed by it. The Count de 
Rochelle was married fome time ago 
to Madambifelle St. Hermione i and I 
plainly perceive, is fu%eSed by Lord 
Haftings of having a&ed dithonourably 
by you. I told him I had the higheft 
opinion of Rochelle J at which he fecm- 
ed much aftonilhed : But I prefently 
changed the fiibjed, as I wilhcd not to 
come to an eclaircifiement on that head. 
—He quits Paris to-morrdw, and pro- 
mifes to vific me oa his return from 
Italy, 

...Cooyk 
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Italy, where he propofes 'to fpend the 
winter* 

" I ftill write to my friend from the 
Villc de St. Croix, the fccne of' my ear-^ 
lieft, happieft days : But though thii 
fcene has proved favourable to my 
health, I fear, Louifa, it is not fo to* 
my peace I 

" It is impoflible to dcfcnbe to'yoii 
that variety of painfully pleafing emo- 
tions I experience, whilft wandering 
atone amidft thcfe delightful Ihades — • 
once the habitation of, love, and hope, 
and joy — now the afylum of grief, in- 
quietude, and even defpondent melan- 
choly ! Not a tree, not a Ihrub appears 
around me, that is not hallowed by me- 
mory, as having witncflTcd the tcnder- 
nefs of love, the cnthufiafm of friend- 
fhip, or the fervor of devotion. — How- 
ever whimfical fuch a fentiment may 
appear 
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appcM: to thofe who are ignorant of the 
tender .aflbciations from which It take^ 
Its rife, I confefs, that my attachment 
to thelc inanimate objetfls ftrongly re- 
fetnbks that vje refeun for thofe friends 
wfto-haTc^^atched bvenua in infancy-^ 
Who- htfte-fiiftained ow JJwaknefs, ab- 
folved oxir errors, and cherifti'cd the feeds 
of every imiable virtue, 

" ", On entei;ir^ a littj^ Mbqur to-day, 
in ;a Mtir^d p^rt.of the wood,, to whict), 
CrammOnt knew I ofteji r^forted, I be-: 
held the initials of my name, cot on, the 
ffloooth. bark of. a beech,..by that hand 
which is now mouldering io the dult.— 
To yoa, I^aifaj I'RcqdnOC describe the 
feeliiigs: of that moment !— O, Gram- 
mont ! if they arc known to thee— if thou 
art an invifiblc withefs of my fcfret, my 
hopckfs, my unceafirtg forrows-r-behold 
then) with pity, and compaffionate the 
wcaknpfs tiiou canft not approve ! 

« Per- 

u,o,i,-f-n,GaDgic 



«0 IK-TERESmNe. KJ^QIK^} . 

*( l^i^dpft, he thoughc a. period bu^^ 
»>piv«, when, divided £mm tJiA p«ntnei 
ef his. heart, thefe prqafs of hi| conftaof 
afFeftion might fcrve to awaken in hec'^ 
the remembrance: of a palfion whkh 
neither time nor aU'^nct- could in (he 
flt^teft degree bapair.— How uoliecerr 
fary foch a remeijc^ancef ! Shall that 
day ever awaken me to Hie and conici- 
oufnefsj that (hall not alfo witnefs the 
admiration of thy virtuesi the love of 
thy goednels, the grateful reeollt^ioii 
of thy unequalled tendernefe, cherilhcd 
in my.afflifted heart ?— No, Grammont I 
beft and dearcft of «ien-^tilt that heart, 
like chine, fhall for ever be congealed 
by the cold hand of death, thy loved ■ 
image fliall never be erafed from it!— ^ 
Meantime, the ibothing recolleftions of 
the pall, Ihall maintain a fweet,. though 
filcnt intercourfe' between Us— till that 
fokiYin welcome hour- arrive, when- th< 
veil that now divides us fhal) be renr, 
the 
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the burthen of mortality fhaken off, and 
we fliall meet, firft.and only objeft of 
my vows, 10 perfedV, fecure, and im- 
rhort»l felicity ^ 

" It is this profp*£t, my Louifa, that 
becalms the griefs, and fupporta the foul 
of your friend. Much, much does Ihc 
need every fuj)port ! 

" i return to St. Cite to-morrow, on 
account of Coiiftance, who is very ill, 
and begs to fee ini : Seture.itixhe fym- 
pachy of a friend, vhofe .misfortunes 
have qualified Jher to ,feel, and whofe 
weaknefs to abfolve the frailty of others; 
fhe feeks to rcpofc her Ibrrows in- my 
bofom. Like a tender flower, blighted 
by an untimely froft,^{hc'is drooping 
apace — nor will ever feel the reviving 
Influence of another fpring!— Adieu-, 
deareft L^ouifa, adieu. 

Amlaidi Dt St. Croix." 
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To Lord Hajlings, 

«' By this time my dear Henry will 
have reached Paris, and mingled with 
the promircuous crowd that forms the 
fociety of chat large and licentious me- 
tropolis. 

'* Amidft a people ,lea;-ncd in the arts 
of feduftion, and ardent in the purfuit 
of pleafure, how miich will it behove 
you to maintain that manly firmnefs of 
charafter, for which'I have Cq often ap- 
plauded you.— 1 apprehend no danger 
to you from the grofsly vicious, or 
openly prophane : Such infpire a mind 
like your's, with horror and difguft. 
But I confcfs, my fon, I am not without 
fear, 'from the inGdious arts of the rea- 
ibning fceptic, and fyftematic libertine. 
'The.ridicule thrown on every thing fc- > 
rious, by the polite circles of our fcx. 
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is feverely mortifying to the delicate 
Icnfibility of youth, and highly difcou- 
raging to virtuous conduA. And the 
<rucl refinenwnts of a miftaken philo- 
fophy, have of lace ytars given double 
weight to opinionSj over which paffion 
and appetite had ever too powerful an 
influence. — The fole prefervative of po- 
pular morality, is religion. Whenever 
the vulgar are taught to fcorn her re- 
ftraints, they foon defpife thofe of virtue. 
Vice rufhes in like an impetuous tor- 
rent, which has overwhelmed its bounds 
and carried ail bef9re it.— The dim- 
fighted multitude are unable to per- 
ceive the nice difcr,iminations between 
real and apparent intcreft. Religion 
held forth a faithful glafs, to aid their 
imperfeft fcnfe : Infidelity dalhes this to 
earth, and, in its ftead, prefents the 
rabble with a dclufive mirror, which 
magnifies contiguous objeifts, and ihews 
them in alluring colours ; whilft it im- 
bibes 
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bibes the rays vhich would delineace 
cbc back ground. 

** You know I have always been of 
opinion, that piety is the only furc foun- 
dation of moral conduft. — What inge- 
nuous motive can affect that, mind, 
which is regardtefs of its obligations to 
infinite beneficence ? — Sophifts may ar- 
.gue and refine ks they will> but there 
can be no genuine virtue, independent 
ef true piety, 

** We daily fee proofs of the incfii- 
cacy of fpeculative opinions, to regu- 
late the actions of nwn. The under- 
ftanding often affents to truths which 
never reach the heart. A -feeling and 
h^itual fenfc of 'Deity — a love of thofe 
divine precepts— a belief of thofe fub- 
lime doSfincs— a hope of thole eternal 
rewards he hath revealed, will iie found 
abfolutdy necefiary a> ccmatabalaace ~ 
thtt . 
a " 
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the Aiddcnnefs of temptation, the force 
of example, and -the conftant folicita- 
tions to criminal indulgence. 

■ ■" One confidcratiori will have- much 
weight with a mrnd poffeffed of fcnfibi- 
lity like your's : The influence of your 
Example may extend muCh farther than 
you are aware of.* To a generous foul, 
how ennobling, how elevating is the 
thought, that, by a truly amiable and 
virtuous conduft, we may induce the 
wicked and unhappy to quit the paths 
of vice and deftruction, and purfue thofe 
that iU^ pleafantnefs and peace j not 
oftly in t-heir termination, but in their 
tenor alfo. — A corrupt fociety is to the 
world, what a corrupt member is to a 
fociety. The whole feems in a great 
meafure dependent, even on its fmallcft- 
parts. What folid value fhould this 
idea give us in our own eftimation "j and 
iiow cautious ought we to be, left our 
Vol. II. E errors 
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dTon proves indtiflivetof evil, where our 
gpoduefs m^ never mfh. 

" Should you continue, mj dear 
Henry, to perfevere in the praftice .of 
virtue and goodneis, my utnnoft ambl-^ 
tioD In this w<»'ld will be gratified i 
and the heart of a father, to whom yba 
are unfpeakably dear, will triumph in. 
the confcious pride, and joy of paternal 
affe&ion. 

Granville." 



Though the obftacks to her haj^i-* 
nefs ftill remained, Louifa tafted the 
fweetelt fatisfa£tion, in the confciournefs 
of being beloved. The perfect eafc 
with which Lady Charlotte talked of 
Lord Haftings on all occafions, con- 
vinced her that he had made no very 
tender imprefllon on her heart. Iq' 
chcrilhipg th« fecret fentiments of her 



INTERESTING MEMOIRS. yj 
t>WA, ihe was fenfible flic did no injullice 
to her friend ; and chough honour and 
gratitude determined her never to de- 
viate from the line of condiid fiie had 
hitherto fo nobly puHWed, a fweet hope 
would often fteai into her bofom, that a 
time might come when her duty and 
happinefs would no longer be incompa- 
tible with each other. 

In the convcrfation of her revered 
friend. Lady Granville, and the peace- 
ful and.rational pleafores of the country, 
for which (he had an exquifitc relilb, 
Louifa once more began to taftc that 
Tweec and ct^ual ferenity, which Teemed 
better fuited to her temper than more 
animated, but often lels fincerc'piea- 
&ires. 

This calm, however, was fuddfitnly , 
and violently interrupted, by a very 
melancholy and unexpefted event i of 
E 3 which 
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which the following letter from Lady 
Charlotte, conveyed the account : 

. , ?o Mt/s Seymour. 

" I am fp greatly agitated at prefent, 
my dear Louifa, with the afFedting fcene 
I have juft witneffed, and which your 
weak fpirits could never have fupportcd, 
that I am very unequal to the taflc of 
writing. 

" Alas ! our poor aiBifted Sally is nd 
more!— I received a note this morning 
from nurfe, begging to fee me immedi- 
ately : I fet out for her cottage without 
a moment's delay. On my arrival, the 
worthy cfeature met me at the door> 
and, with eyes fwiniming in tears, told 
me, that poor Sally was delivered laft 
night of a fine girl, who was ftout and 
healthy, but (he feared the mother was 
in great danger, 

" Though 
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" Though Ihe bore her- fufferings 
with much patience and refolution, the 
moment ftie heard the child cry,* (he 
burft into a violent flood of tears, which 
greatly agitated her weak frame. She 
afked to fee it as foon as it was drefled ; 
on its being brought, (he took it iiiher 
arms, gazed on it, kifled and bathed it 
with her tears ; then taking a little 
lockit from her own neqk, ponlaining 
its father's hair, fhc tied it round thv 
of the infant, faying, ** Unfortunate i'n- 
" nocent!-^Alas! this, and the name 
" of Sally, is all I have to bequeath 
"thee!— Thou muft not prefume to 
** claim that of thy unkind father !" 

** This exertion was too much fdr her 
feeble body and exhaiifVed fpirits : She, 
was fetzed with, faintings, which threat- 
ened to put an inftant period to her life. 
The phyficiati ordered her to be kept 
perfeiftly quiet, and begg«d rvurfe to 
E 3 have 
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have die child removed as foon as pof- 
■fible, as the fouod of irs voice always 
threw her into agonies. She had fome- 
timcs dropped afleep through the night, 
^ut conftantly waked ftarting, with fomc 
e^cclafnatioo of terror i Ihe complained 
of violent ricknefs and palpitation at her 
heart, and had been delirious for feveral 
hours. 

** On hearing her talking to herfelf 
in a low voice, I (lipped foftly to the 
.bed-Bde: Her eyes were fhut^ but J 
^ard her difUoflly pronounce the fol- 
lowing fentettces : '* Cruel deceiver !— 
** faithlefs Talbot ! why did you- leave- 
" me?— Did I not give you my whok 
•" 'heart? — I never did any thing to of- 
« fend you, but loving you too fondly. 
" If Heaven' forgives my offences, Oh, 
"Talbot! you might have pardoned 

"this! Shall thefe eyes never again 

, " behold thee?— Unkind Talbot! wilt 
" thou 
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•*"thou hever, never, hever Tooirni But 
■** I &a\\ foon he. at peace."— —i-TJitn 
-h«M5ing.her infant cry— r*' Pitying God!" 
Ac exclaimedj " defend. -this helpl-efa, 
"Aeiihitc babe! It is guiWe;!* -of. iw 
-•* morfier's crime !— 'Oh, Talbot ! -Jiadft 
-'* thtm he^d this voice, unkind as ilidti 
" arc, thou oouldft not havelefi mc!-»i- 
« Yet, do «ot rewtn; it would -griere 
"** thee to ifce tny 'gnivo— I would St 
^'lather than grieve thee! -—I Ihall iotJh 
*' go to Heaven— JUi, Tidbwt! arotUd I 
*■ but hc^ie 40 meet thee thbrc 1" 

" She fell into a flunniber for a few 
^imrtes; I lat down by her bedtfidc.— 
Oh, my Liouifa ! who could behold un*> 
uiovod fuch a fcene of woe ?' 

*' Again fiarting tip, zad haftily draw^ 

. ing back the curtain, fhe exclaimed, 

looking wildly round, htr, " Where, 

" Oh! where is he?— Did I not fee 

E ,4 " him 
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" him here ?— Gone again ! Gone fot- 
" everl"-— — Then finking down on her 
pillow, pate and ezhaufteda fhe llowly 
repeated, .in afolemn tone — " Trouble 
" and anguilh are comt upon me ( — My 
** purpofes are broken off, even the 
** thoughts of my heart ! — As for my 

« hope, who fliall fee it ?" Here llie 

paufed, as if to recover breath; and 
then proceeded ;— " idy kinsfolk have 
<* failed, and my familiar friends have 
" forgotten me : They whom I . lovM 
** are turned againft me !— Have pity 
" upon me, have pity upon me, O ye 
*.* my friends I fof the hand of God hath 
■" touched me I— There is hope of atrecj 
" if it be cut down, that it will fprout 
** again, and that the tenderbranch there- 
" of will not ceafe: But man givcth up 
the ghoft, and where is .he ? He Ktth 
down, and rifeth not, till theHcavene 
be no more !!'-^ — k After againrpaufing 
a few minutes,. Ihe. ckfped her hands ■ 
toge- 
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"together, and, railing her dim eyes to 
Heaven, prayed, in a low and feeble 
voice, interrupted with fighs : " Impute 
" not, gracious God ! who knoweth our 
" frame— O, impute not guilt ! — Pity 
" the errors of youth, not perverfcneft. 
" — Father of the afflifted ! prpteft my 
'" child — fave from ruin him I loved— 
',' Recerve, Oh ! receive thy humble pe- 
" nitent to the arms of thy cverlafting 

" mercy '." Here her faintings fuc- 

ceedcd each other fo rapidly, that, na- 
ture, unable longer to fupport fo une- 
qual a ftrugglc, funk altogether ; and 
in a few minutes fhe expired in my 
arms. 

" Juft Heaven ! wilt not thou avenge 
the caufc of innocence like her's ! 

" O, my Louifa ! come to me, and 

let us mingle our tears together ! Tears 

of cxquifite forrow, and virtuous indig- 

E'5 natioHj 
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ii^tion, over the bi'eathlefs corpfe of her 
srbo has fallen a victim to perfidious, 
cruelty, and who has neither kindred 
nor friends to bewail heri 

*' Yefterday, when flie felt her labour 
fipproaching, fiie fat down and wrote the 
inclofed to youj and having fealed itj 
delivered it to nurfe, deCring-her to 
keep it in a fafe place, till Ihe Ihould 
get well. 

" Agwn let me entreat you' to come 
to me immediately, that we may concert 
together proper meafures, both for the 
private interment of the mother, and 
removal of the child. Ill-fated inno- 
cent ! I almofi regret its having fi|r- 
vived her ! 



^4 
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Charlotte Viiuers/* 
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Jo ISfi Siymeur. . 

" Forgive, dear and honoured Ma- 
■ dann> forgive the boldncfs of your uji- 
Iiappy Sally, who prefumcs onqe more to 
addrefs you— it will be the laft time. 

" My hour of trial faft approaches j 
Bod, in fpite of tU your goodnefs and 
compaOi'ou to me, I am perfuadedi it 
will put a period to my Ihort and un- 
fortunate life. — My heart is broken 
with unkindnefs. All are humane and 
compaflionate to me j but that one from 
vhom I dcfcrve the moft, will Ihew me 
no pity ! 

"My dear Mifs Seymour, though 
you are all goodnefs, 1 know you dare 
not come to me. I have none to com- 
fort and encourage me, at the time I 
£ 6 Ihair 
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flialt mod need comfort: Even a living 
child, that gives joy to the heart of a 
mother, will only incredfe the bitter 
anguifh of mine ! — No father waUi to 
receive my helplcfs babe, and blefs her 
who bore it ! — If I live, I have ' no 'fii*- 
ample to propofe for its imitation j— ft" 
I die, I have no portion to bequeath it 
but poverty — no- inheritance but fliamc ! 

■ " Though I have forgotten your Icf- 
fons' of virtue, O my dear, kind mif- 
trefs ! do not abandon my defolate child, 
if that merciful Being who beholds the 
penitence of its mother, permitVit fo'fec 
the light!— Oh! do not fufFei^'thS in- 
fant of your once favoured Sally, to"bt- 
come an objeft of public charity^ser- 

'"•'haps^ of public fcorn : It may then learn 
■to wander from the path of innocence, 
like its wretched mother !— Alas ! flic 

^''n^liW^ that excufe for wandering ! 

" I. can 
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" I. can write no more. — Do not ac» 
cufe any one of my death ; nor reproach 
any one with unkindnefs to me. My 
own credulity has undone me— the fond- 
nefs of my weak heart betrayed and 
ruiQed-me '. t 

" Farewel, my lo^ed, revered rtiiftrefi f 
You muft be happy, becai^fe you.are vir- 
tuous. — O ! may Heaven's beft bleflings 
ever furround, my dear Mifs Seymour ; 
and may that fwect peace be hcr's, which 
■will never again in this world vifit 
Her unfortunate and affliAed, 
But ever grateful, 

Sally Vernon." 

This letter, and the melancholy and 
unexpefted fate of the unfortunate Sally, 
pierced the foul of Louifa with the mofl; 
exquiQte forrow. But though her Jen- 
fibility was extreme, it never unStted 
4icr 
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■her fbr riie difchargc of any aftive or 
fecial duty. By the care of the bcfl: of 
mdthers, fhe had early learned to re- 
prefs ihofe fcclings, whole over-indul* 
gence would have been ruinous to her 
own peace, and injurious to fociccyi by 
depriving them of thofe good offices 
which are the offspring of genuine and 
well-regulated fympathy. 

She fet ou^ immediatfely for the Maf- 
^ quis of Winchefter's; from whence the 
\ two ladieswalked to the nurfe's houfe. 
At fight of the Jittie infant, Mifs Sey- 
mour was greatly affedted ; nor would 
(he be denied the mournful pleafure of 
beholding for the laft time the aflbcJate 
etiHtii ^^'' ^^''licA years. On uncovering 
the corpfe, and feeing the paie and ema- 
ciated, but placid countenance of her 
' youthful companion, flic clafped her 
hands togerher in an agony of grief, 
and turning to Lady Charlotte,' who 
flood 
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flood by her fide \a filcnt forrow— «' Be- 
" hold, my friendj" faid flie, ** the fatal' 
" cSg&s of cruel and.headflirong paflTon F 
" Behold the fed remains of youth, beau- 
" ty, fwcetnefs, Jnnocenee ! Almighty^ 
** God ! (hall the creatures of thy power, 
'• the monuments of thy mercy, the daily 
" Jharers of thy bounty, for the fake of 
" indulging a criminal impulfe, thus 
" inhumanly, thus deliberately deftroy 
" each other ?■ — Is it poffible, is it rw(l- 
" ly poffible," flic continued, "that fli*;, 
** whom, but a few months ago, I bc- 
*' held fo blooming, healthful, and in- 
" nocent, whofe graceful form,, endear- 
** ing modefty, apd ineffable fwcetnefs, 
" excited my admiration, is now a pale, 
'* breathlefs, cold, infcnfible corpfe ?"— 
Then ftooping down, and kiffing her 
lifclcfs cheek, — " Farewel ! farcwel for 
ever 1" faid ftie, ** dear, unfortunate, 
" hut too credulous S^ally 1 May thy 
" Ttrcues live in my faithful heart, and 
"* may 
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•* may thy errors for ever be buried m 

« thy grave."" 

Having appointed a hired carriage to 
meet them at the nurfe's Koufe, they bid 
her adieu; and having carefully wrapt 
up their infant-charge, proceeded to 
Caftle Haftings ; in the neighbourhood 
of which lived a womanj who having 
juft loft a child whom Jhe fuckled, was 
glad to have its j^ace fupplied by a 
fofter. 

Having difmiflcd the chaife. Lady 

Charlotte walked (lowly towards the 

Caftle, to avoid obfervation, whilft Mifs 

Seymour conveyed the little baby in her 

■ arms to the cottage. 

The averfion (he felt for every fpecies 
of duplicity, joined to her defirc of con- 
ce^aling the weaknefs of Sally for ever 
from the world, induced her to be very 
filent on the fubjeft of the child. She 
told 
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told the good woman, howev6r> that 
though the child had few friends to care 
for it, ihe fhould have every thing p/o- 
vided for it, and be amply rewarded for 
the proper difcharge of her duty. 

Though this melancholy affair madfc 
a deep and lafting impreflion on the 
heart of Louifa, her humane attention 
to this poor babe fcrved both to footh 
her forrow, and fill up that joylefs void 
which the abfencc of Lxird Haflrings oc- 
caHoned in her mind. — Prudence obliged, 
her to' reftrid the number of her vlfits. 
to the cottage j but as it ftood at a very 
fmall diftance from the Caftlc, (he fre- 
quently directed her walks that way,, 
without hazard of incurring fufpicion. 

. In one of her folitary rambles, whick 
ihe had extended to a confiderable 
length, her thoughts being occupied 
with thofe Knder recollections which 
wrapi 
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■Wrap the pcnfivc mind in a fweet del«- 
*ium, recoUefting that ihe was within a 
few pac« of the field in which ftood 
the nurfe's- cottage, Ihe direfted .her 
fteps that way, ii» order to vifit her lltdt 
charge, whom, fiie had not feen for feme ■ 
*iipe. 

She was met at the door by the good 
woman, wJro exprefled the utmoft fatif- 
faftion on feeing her :— " I was juft a- 
*' going,. Madam,." fald fije, ** to fetch- 
" little Sally to wGt your La'fhip to- 
-day at the Cattle, that you might fee 
" what a charming little puppet it- 
" grows^ and how fmart and tidy Ihe 
*' looks in the new cap your La'ftiip 

■*' gave her." " I am very happy, 

"nurfe,*' anfwered Louifa, *• that you 
*' arc likely to have fuch credit by your 
. •' fofter i but yo>u muft never bring her 
« to the Caftle, as, I will oftffn call lierc 
" to fee her, and always take care that 
** yoti fliall want for nothing." 

M 
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As {he vas cflfcfling this bcautifaE 
child with much fondnds, a figh efcaped 
her, on recolIe£tton of ics birth and un- 
ftrtunatc circumftanccs.— ^*' I hopc^ 
" Madam," faid the fimplc cottag!cr> 
" your La'Aip does not fee any czuTe 
" to find fiult with my ewe of thfc 
" child ? I am fure (he fucks all night 
" long, and gets as much victuals as- 
" Jhe can eat, and my hufliand neverr 
*' has » ralher, without giving her a bit 
••of it; for he louts my Uttic p«pper,. 
■*• and our bacon is pure good, an' pleaft 
*' your X^'fliip, and fucking a bit makei 
*« the child hcaity."— — " Indeed, good' 
•' nurie," replied Loulfa, with a compla- 
cent fmile, ** I am quite Satisfied tjiat 
" you do your duty to die fweet babe ; 
*' but I figh to think what a cruet 

■" father Ihe has." ** Lack-a-day, 

** Ma'am," replied nurfe, ' *' there be 

*' too many fuch fathers in the world ;. 

"but, mayhap, if your La'Ihip wouldr 

" fencfe 
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** fend and tell htm what a fine child*^ he- 

" has here, he might retum-again.*" 

Mifa Seymour* on looking at her 
watch,- perceived t^t it was v«ry late; 
flie.therefore repeated her injumftions to 
nurfe never to bring Sally near the 
Cafite'i and bidding her a good-morn<- 
ingx returned, homc^ 

She found there the ISTarquia and his 
daughter, wlrofe company became dearer 
to-her every, day i. It was with real con- 
cern, therefore, ftie leafned, that bufi- 
nefs of importance requited that the 
Marquis, fiiould immediately fct off for 
London. The t^o ladies took leave of 
each other) with fmcere exprelTions of 
tender, regret, on account of thU unex-- 
peflied reparation ; and with mutual pro- 
juij^g of beguiling the length of winter, 
which was already begun, by a.conflant 
egiiiolary incercourii:. 



n,C00^^lc 



INTERE^TWG MEMOIRS. 9) ' 
As nothing material to this hiftorjr 
■occurred during the fix following 
months, I ftiall infert the letters which 
paflTed between the feveral parties dur- 
ing that period. 

^0 Adelaide de St. Croix. 

*' I am perfuaded, my loved Ade- 
laide, that it is not from agitation of 
mind, but vacancy of heart, our foreft 
fuffcrings arifc. Lord Haftings is gone — 
Lady Charlotte has left me — the gloomy 
winter is commenced, and corrcfponds 
but too well with my prefent feelings. 
How painful now do I feel my abfence 
from my befl: and deareft friend ! That 
friend, who alone, of all the human 
race, could enter into every fentiment 
of my foul J and, without the aid of 
language, comprehend, its every motion, 
(both its every inquietude, look com- 
paflion, 
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.p^6n, fighrelitf^ and fmik approba* 



" WhUft the prefence of Lord Haft- 
Ings kept my tniad in continual fear and 
flglutionj though my fpifils were rome^^ 
times depreffed, they were never fo per- 
feftly overwhelmed as fince thefe fean 
have loft their objeart 

« My prefent dcjeftion, which I 
ftruggle in rain to conceal, has not 
xfcapcd the observation of the humane 
i_.ady Granville. She is apprehehfivi 
on account of my health, though too 
tlelicatc to exprefs thefe apprehenfions j 
and, under pretence of improving her 
*>wn, has propofed that we Ihall fpend 
Cbriftmas with L^ord Salifbury, and 
make a round of vifits before return- 
ing to the Caftle. — I am grateful for 
her kind intentions, but fear I ihall not 
profit by them ! — My mind of late feemi 
funk 
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funic -into- a kind of lethai^ic infen6bi~ 
Htyi from which no exercion, howeren 
vigorous, cdn rotife it. Though iona-' 
mo'abte iburces- of eajc^ment are in my. 
poflefiion, 1 can tfnjoy- hothing: Thd 
Tcry afpeft of nature is changed to me } 
the fun has 16ft its cheerfulnefs, and the 
frefh air no longer revives me. Sur* 
rotjndcd with friends, kind and atten- 
tive, I feem at times to myfeH" the moft 
defolate being on the face of the earth. 
The difingenuity and ingratitude of this ■ 
lebellious ijiirit, adds remorfe to the 
weight of my affliction !— What can I 
do, my Adelaide? — O! pity, confole, 
and, if poflible, reconcile me to my- 
felf. 

*' I am juft returned from church ; 
•where I have regained that heavenly 
calm, and felt that fweet elevation of 
foul which we experience, whilft, with 
fizednefs of thought> we contemplate 
8 ' the 
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the fublime of exiftence, and rejoice tit 
the peifeftion of benevoleoce ! An em- 
ploymcntj how noble, how delightful, 
how fuitable to a rational, immoFtalj ac- 
countable being ! 

*' There is no Ctuation, my Adelaidej 
in which the forrowful and dejected 
heart may not derive confolation from 
the cxcrcife of ardent, unfeigned piety. 
But ah ! to defcend from thefe exalted 
heights — to feci the tide of frailty and 
pafllon return again — to fink again into 
dejefting melancholy — to be again over- 
whelmed with fufppnfe, fear, and inquie- 
tude : This, Oh this,, my Adelaide, is 
painful, is diftrafting to the foul of 

Your 

3-AujSA Sevmour." 
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ffl Lord Sajifitgs. 

•* It is now, my dear Henry, that, 
laying afide that ftandard by which you 
judged of mankind, ahd which you found 
in your own uncowupted heart, yoU be- 
gin to open your eyes, and to fee them 
as they really are, inftead of what you 
wifticd them to be. It is with pain we 
firft make this difcovery -, for the errcwa 
of the judgment are always more mor- 
tifying- to oar fclf- love, than thofc of the 
heart. — On entering the world, the de- 
licacy of our tafte, as well as ihe found- 
nefs of our principles, receive lb rude a 
fliock, that, for a while, we become ab- 
folute mifanthropes. Time, however, 
■and a more intimate acquaintance with 
ourfelves, -change our fentiments, and 
correft the feverity of our ftriiStures on 
others. 

VoL.U. F "In 
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" In reality, mankind are more de- 
ferving of pity than contempt. Want 
of refleAion, not malevolence of inten- 
tion, is their ruin. And when one con- 
fiders how difficult it is, cfpecially in 
«arly life, to reiifl: the. allurements of 
pleafurc, and combat the pleas of rndo- 
lence> it feems rather furpriling, that 
they are not always the flavcs of vice, 
than thu they ihould fometimes becotM 
the dupes of folly. 

** I would not have you enter the 
world with an unkind and indifcrimi- 
nating jealoufy of your fpecics. But al 
I know^ in youth, the heart g(;nerally 
decides before the underftanding, and 
the imagination often leads them both 
ailray, 1 would haye you cautious in 
ibrming opinions of characters, and mo-' 
deft in delivering your own j and whilft 
you behave with affability to all, referve 
your confidence for thofe, of whom long 
acquaint- 
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icquaititance hath difcovered! the Ilcr- 
ling merit. 

" One's heart fwells with hoheft in.t 
dignation, to fee the great, the vene- 
rable, the refpeftable virtues, pafling 
unheeded through the vale of obfcur^ty^ 
whilft the mean, felfijh, fe^vile arts ot^ 
cunning and hypocrif^, engage public 
notice, and even advance the pofleffor 
to ihining and elevated ftation^.. .I^c 
us, my fon, dcfpjfing the vile cfflft pf 
the fycophant, whilft we remain obfti- 
riate in virtue^ 'cultivate that' liniverfal 
complacency and g6bd-wilI;wBich'is the 
offspring' of fenfe, principle, and huma- 
nity. 

" You tell me, '' you are iHoefced to' 
" find every thing" ferious' treated with' 
" contempt and ridicule, by thofe who 
*' arrogate to themfelves the name of 
** fine gentlemen j though neither their 
Fa " talents 
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" talents nor manners feem to quality 
" them for that fphere." — Contempt and 
ridicule, my dear Henry, are the lafl: 
wretched refource jof hardened vice and 
determined libertinifm ; and for what 
do they thus wantonly make a jeft of 
things facrcd"? — To raife a laugh — to 
gain the empty and momentary applaufe 
of fools and coxcombs— to eradicate en- 
. tirely from the minds of youth, the laft 
.fad remains of a virtuous education?— 
Mow wretched the purpofe I how mean 
the triumph*! 

■** May Heaven preferve my fon from 
the contagious manners of that gay and 
bufy world, by mixing with which, I 
-fondly flatter myfelf, he will return with 
.double relilh to the rational and elegant 
pleafures of a domellic life, and the em- 
braces of his ever affcftionate 

iJlRANVILtB." 
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^ Mi/s Seymour. ^ 

** "Well, 'LomfAf here lam, in a^voiw' 
etx of delight, in calh) in heaichi and' 
in Ipirits. HoW' long they may Uft, . I 
know not, but am refolvcd they ihall- 
BOI lie a dead ftock on-my hands«- 

•• You are very unkind;— you, who' 
have not one earthly thing . to do^ but 
life and go to bedi and go to bed and 
rife — to be a whole week withom writ- 
ing! Intolerable. — Ij whofe erery mo- 
ment is precious, can ^affirm, that I have ' 
thought of you ■ at leaft once every day ■ 
0nce we parted. What a noble, what 
a finguiar Inftance of modern friend^ 
ihip ! 

" I hear' you havc^ been' vifiring . at 

Hawthorn-hill. — Pray, my dear, what 

F 3. w 
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is become of poor Sir William ? Is that 
woe-fraught heart of his ftill unbroken? 
Surely it muft be made of harder ma- 
terials than even the flint and adamant> 
of which he alleges mine is formed.— 
If no birchen inhabitant of the adjacent 
wood yet bows under the weight of him 
.and his forrows, or if there are no 
hempen cord? in the neighbourhood, I 
will myfelf remove this obftacle to his 
relcafe, rather than fuffer the poor wretch 
to pine away, and wither in his bloom. 
But you need not declare my intentions 

. to the world, as, in the ciafe of fuch 
■donations, I would Jiate to appear oftfn- 
tatious ; besides, if he hangs himfelf at 
onccj he will be deprived of a thoufand 
jopportuoiiie^ of ctSnviocing me of thp 
-tiol?OC(! Qf hi? p^IEon, by toeing tor- 
tured with doubt, racked with feao 
drowned in defpair, and overwhelmed 
:«i;h appreIicnlion» 

"A-propoa^^ 



mrsRESTrnff Misronir. »oy, 

- « Ar-pHOpos, of this fame difeafe called 
Xx>ve : Do you know, it is tAuallf 
become epidemical here ! and I am' 
sot without fome apprehenlion of Ihar* 
'ing.. the gencTid fate. 

. *« Th? fjrmptomi of this malady are: 
|> rariou3> I cannot pretend to enume- 
mue them i but* in order to put you oS' 
your guard, I Ihall msntion thofe that 
ore moft frequent. 

" Some are feized with filence and 
ftupor; others'are infpired with fudden' 
^hrenzy* Some ftel>an Infatiable thirft- 
fin> goldi others are fenQble of a vio- 
lent longing after— the goods- and chat" 
tels of their neighbours. 

"What the ancients thought of thiS" 

diforder, I cannot fay ; but they and At" 

moderns differ widely in their manner 

F 4. of 
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of treating it. The former recom- 
mended abfencC) change of objeS^ 
.and> in extreinicy> death itfelf. The 
latter only prefcribe a bitter potiba 
called Matrimony, which is found efil- 
cacious, even in the moft defperate 
cafes. It is, indeed, a fevere remedy, 
and gives the patient fuch a loathing, 
that, in cafe of a relapfe, he hardly ewer 
has recourfe to it a fecond time. 

*' I cannot bear to think of your 
Ipending the whole winter in the coun- 
try. — I protcft, Louila, before the end 
of it, you will be fit for no other focicty 
than that of bats, owIs> Thomas- v 
Kempis, and dowagers of quality.-^ 
What would thoufands here give, fot a 
pair of fuch bright eyes as you rivet a 
whole day to your book or embroidory f 
,Turn ihcm At, icaft fomctimps towards 
. your pen, ink, and paper, and give 
more 
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iJiore heart-felt pleafurc than any which 
London can afford, to 

Your affeaionate . 

CHARLOTTrt VlLLIERS," 

To the Jamei 

" I fit down to fcold youj Louifa j ■ 
and if you tell me it is an improper oc- 
cupation for a lady, I can anfwer, thu 
my propenfity is not to be controulcd. 
This, you know, is the language of that 
f«, who pretend t6 be our fiipcriors in 
underftanding, yet fcruple not to plead 
iitefiftible impulfe; whenever they vio- 
late its diftates : Now, as we are allow- 
ed to be .the weaker veffels, our im- 
pulfes muft confcffedly be ftUl mofd 
'irrefiftible than their's. 

*l How can' you load mtf founmer- 

cifuUy with praifc J^When undcfcrred, 

F 5 M 
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afi ID m^ cafe, it become^ th^ moft hu.-* 
iniliating cenfure. But as I am not ig- 
norant of the magical powers of fclf- 
lovc, who, with the fame optics, can 
magoify rjacural- taknj^ to the fize of 
cardinal virtues, and diminilh real faults 
to that of amiable weakneffes, I muft 
warn you not fa layiflily to beftow that 
fwept potion qi) ine, left the cupning 
forcerefs convert the balm into aconite. 
•^You Ihould reflect too, my dear girl, 
t|iat in praifing your friend, you arc la- 
vifjiing enconiiums on yourfclf j for our 
fcntimcnts are, alike oh moft fubjefts, 
and every talfnt,with which nature hatfi 
endpwcdj me, you poflefs in a much fu- 
pqrior degree 

".pfre I. antic,ipat^ a leflure on the 
part of Humility } but let that fcrupu- 
lous virgin confult with her lifter Truth, 
before, i^^ en^er her (^y^at, againft this 
la^/entf/ice. I will then truft my caufe 
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to be pled b^ Friendship, againft ^our ' 
advoc«K».. lVt<>diefty,, whomv Ja fpite of 
having wronged you a thoufand times, 
you ftill' retain in your ferviccj and, 
ferthcp, you may be plcafed- to inform ■ 
herj that if. flie- cites me to anfwer for 
partiality, at the bar of Opinion, I wil]l- 
inftantly appeal to Judgment, whofe fe- 
cfetvy^ Common-fenfc,- has afliired me, - 
that. I- fhall, come off. with credit and re- 
gucapon, 

«' Is it not htjoiiliating, Louifa, ttf 
th? boafiful pride of- man> to feel how* 
Ii7i;ch. this, etherial. fpirit of his is af- 
£^£t^ by. mechapipal. caufes?— A cold- 
4ay d^mpf his;hope.8i a dai:k one clouds 
his; profpefts* and-.a wcek;of r^n drowns 
H(Q <0 th^ depths, of deipondcnt me- 
laij^holyl' But; no fqttner.does the Ikjr 
clear, the clouds difperfe, and the fun 
ftdncj than his. hopeS'.re'vive, his profpefts 
brighten, his dejeftion vanilhes, and the 
F 6 afpeft ' 
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afpe£t of every objefl: is changed to the 
eye of his eoliVened imagination. ' 

** Perhaps you will allege, that mine 
has direfted the pencil* in the piece I 
have juft been drawing. Alas ! no ; 
Experience traced the outline, and Truth ( 
finiflicd the pifture, 

" Three days of thick fog have fo al- 
tered my temper, that I am perfuaded 
the ill fuccefs of Sir William's fuii has 
been occafloned' by his making love to 
hie in the month of November. — Mine 
for you, Louifa, is fixed beyond the reach 
of every thing, except the chilling froft 
of indifference ; and I dare venture to ' 
atfirm, will know no change from times 
orfeafons, but glow with as'equal and 
fervent a heat amidft the (hows of De- 
cember, as in the fultry dog-days.— 
Adieu. 

Cha&lottb Villieks." 

■ r* 
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To Le^ CBarhm VilUers: 

«* Our conviaion, my dear friend, in- 
fcnfibly CQincidfls with our inclination. 
You have taught me to believe that xxvf 
letters give you plcafure : I am too hap* 
py in being able to do fo, not to em- 
brace every occafion of addreffing you. 
The praifes I beftowonyou, my dear 
Lady CJharlotte, are from the heart j— 
you are fufficiently acquainted with its 
genuine language, to give credit to this 
affertion ; and furely would not wlfli 
ijie either to difguife or fupprefs its dic- 
tates, when writing to you. 

*' I cannot agree with you, *' that in 
«* pnufing you, I am laviftiing enco- 
" miums on myfelf." You forget that 
we always incline to ccaitemn what we 
already epjoy, and admire, what we do 
not 
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not poflefs. — I muft not, however, be 
perverfe,^or attempt to impofe on you' 
by myi fpphiftfy.: Howy-et thns may 
hold with refpeft to the' goods of for- 
tune, it docs not apply to the gifts of 
pature;- It is confefted, we are all fuf- 
ficientlydifpoftd'to over-value our ment- 
al qu^ifications.- 

'* Bo not'beafrafdto fcoldmc, w^ieiti- 
ever you think T require foch difcipline. 
Though you havehcard'me confrfs, that 
I' would fuffer extreme pain on being 
told-my faults' by!-a perfon 1 loved, from 
the dread of forfeiting their effeem, this ■ 
tfr w^ardonaWe wcaknefs. What friend 
expedts to 6nd uepe-rftA-J'and'whois 

^fo proper to correct, fo likely to reform" 
us, as thofe we love ?-^Let me conjure 
you tltt;n, my dear Lady Charlotte, to 

" itll ni? candidly whenever you fee- me 

fall: iritoi any ewor, thac t'ntay ppove^ 

tty my eagerness, to- amend, itj hpv de- 

■firous 



firous I sn of becomiog: dl> you> wiikt 
me co'be^ 

*f Nothing, r am:porruaded,, is fo fa^ 
tal; either to the intcrefts of love op* 
fricndfliijr, as thofe little difgufts which 
take their rife from trifles, but which,, 
by alarming the delicacy^ and wound- 
ing the pride of affeftion, by being ofteii'! 
renewed, increafe infenfibility to cold— 
nefs, indifference, diilike — nay, averCon^ 
itfelf. We ought not to exped perfec-- 
tion } but in all connections of the heart 
we ought carefully to avoid giving paii^- 
by, difcoyering our own imperfi^ons. 

" I perfeftly agree with my friend, in 
thinking the obfervance of the lefler 
morals highly requifite in fuch connec- 
tions. But if a very nice attention, to 
thefe bec,omE nectary, T([iU not this, oc? 
cafjon reftraint? and dqe^ not reftra'int, 
like a fecrct poi^n, impair., tht very 
S vitaU 
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•vjtalsof fricndlhip-?— Mfethlflks, along 
with that fearfulnefs of offending, which 
ffows from goodnefs of heart, there 
Ihould bt an equal averfion to taking 
offence. Indeed, if we are at painS to 
examine oor own minds, , we ftiall find, 
that fecurity of meeting with indul- 
gence, is the firft thing that prompts to 
unbounded -conftdencer - 

*' We are at prefc'nt on a vifit at Liord 
Saliftjury's j one of the nobleft and moft 
extcnfive eftates in this country. Biit 
there is an air of fullen and folitary 
grandeur about it, that deprefles the 
fpirits, and diflatisfies the heart.— How 
\mjike the cheerful, hofpitable C?aftle«f 
Haftings ! 

" The houfes of five gentlemen in this 

neighbourhood are defplate and tenant- 

lefs, and their eftates fwallowed up:-io 

that of Lord SaliJbury. This cruel de- 

populacioa 



population deprives him wad Ms {amilf 
ef ' the mofl: cffentiol bleflMig of life — an. 
;^reeable focietjrt— Ah t-if to-be fearedj 
(UQikedj deferted — if to poflefe- a pa- 
hicx whofe apartments are uninhabited> 
a. territory vhece one can nevec hope to 
meet " the human face divine" — if thi»„ 
ik.to be rich and greatj.may Heaven pre-- 
ieiye fram weslth.and^grandeuc 
. Yetjr 

. . LbvitA SXYMOVK.!^ 

. ** 1 have ofKn thought,, my dcar.- 
Henry, th»t there is not a morc-fur- 
prifing principle in. the mind of man> . 
than th»c by. which he is led on front 
day to day, in purfuit of a felicity,, 
which, in the caimhour of refteftlon,. 
he will acknowledge to be unattainable 
whilft on earth.— Defpifing the bleflings 

. which-. 
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i^ich the iH^fcAF offcn tq hia ei^of^ 
taeni, kt fdti «11 hU hopes upon the 
future. Yet, alas I what mow em h* 
know of the future, thao that it will re- 
fonble the paft, which has. alwady dcr 
ceiyedyond gEiesoufljt.diiappoiDted himl 

" Maakindy ift then- eagev puFfufc iO- 
ter happinefs, everloolc the means of ob^ 
tainiDg it ;. ior this eagernefs leaving; 
(hem no leifiire to fpcm juft notions con- 
cerning the nature of their cbief good^ 
hurries them into a thoufand wild andi 
extravagant fcfipipp^ ftbfol^tely deftruc- 
ove of it^ By fuch men> happinefi ir. 
ketieited t^^cjinfift in aquiclt ^ocefliont 
of rapturous enjoyments,, where every 
defire obtains ics completion, and everj^- 
purfuitii crowned with fucceft. 

" Now,, it-.ia. evident, that fuch fcli- 
<tty ia ablojutely incompatible with ow 
gixibit. &Ate of. difclplinC]. where, plenty/ 
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ii the fruit of tgil, liealth th.e tsjffcft gf 
temperance, reft the reward of labour* 
.ind pleafure the ccmcomitant of pain x 
where virtue mijft be tried by adverfity,. 
and the charafter forme4 l^ frequent 
i&s of fortitude and felf-deniaU 

" But, further^ mankind err, in. affix- 
ing tq paf licirf^ fjtuaiipns aijd circi^m- 
ftanccsj the idea of a quality which re- 
fult» from the exercife of worthy and 
generous afie£tions, and the harmony oC 
ft pious an4 ^ellt^re^id^ted mind^ 

*' The &mfr oi»e£t:s do not affeA an^ 
two. of the hunraa ippcies, exaftlf in tht , 
^ime manner. — The fecious and contem- 
-jlative find their chief ciy,o^n3ent iij the 
retired walk.p of life, in exploring ther 
^afurcs- of fcicnce, and contemplating. 
the bcavtifut and fu.bUfne of nature.— 
To the young and ^ay, focipty affordsi 
Yarietr^ of ^eafure^ i, the. indolenc 
flni£ 
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find their^ !h eafe,. and the active iff 
Bufincfs. — How vain is it then to affirm,, 
that happihefft refulta from a; fdrtunate 
combination of external- clrcumftance?,. 
■when we fee, that it muft vary with every 
difTerentmode of finiation^. conftitucion>. 
and tafte^ 

*'-I>t us try then, b'y forming juft 
notions of ourprefent ftate, to deter- 
mine what muff coniirtute our greateft 
liappinefa; Let us confider ourfelves as 
placed'here, not long to fuffer> or ex- 
quifitelf to. enjoy-i but by properly- 
maintaining ouE allotted part> to pre-- 
^are ourfelves for future enjoyment. 

"' Objefts of high gratification are 
rare, and difficult to be acquired; and 
our anguiih, when deprivedof them,, 
muft ever be proportionable to the tranf- 
■port they have- afforded us. Objcds 
f)£ complacency and fatisfadlon arc al-- 
■ f , waysa 
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"ways within reach of a benevolent heart 
and well-regulated mind; and when 
Providence demands them from us, wc 
-can refign theoii wirhouc that poignant 
regret which incapacitates the foul for 
tlie enjoyment of fuch as remain. 

■" Let us then endeavour, by habitu- 
ating ourfelves to be fatisfied with fuch 
temperate pleafures as are eafily attain- 
ed, and fulted to our prefent circum- 
ftances, to cultivacc that healthful cheer- 
fulnefs and equality of temper which 
difpofes us to view the bcft fide of life, 
which gives a zed to aH its innocent 
pleafures, and which we can never know, 
whtlft, reftlefs and unfatisiied, we grafp 
at an iiTiaginary blifs, and forfeit fub- 
fiantial peace, in vainly ftrivtng ibr ex- 
quifite enjoymmt. 

" Tou tell me, that '< bad health has 

'* at times an inSuence, even on the 

*• gentle 
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" genclie temper of Dr. MelViUe." Re-' 
liiember, my deaf Haftings, it is tlie pe- 
culiar privilege, as well as province of 
friendftiip, not oTily to bear with the 
fittlc fullics of paffion and peeviflincfs,' 
towhick' all of humankind ace liable, but/ 
with fuperior delicacy, to fteal from us 
our vexations and inquietudes, Without 
feeitting to" perceive that they exift. 

" Wc are all pretty well, except Mifs' 
Seymour, who lodes very thin and p^ey 
but affufes nrte Ihe has no complaint.' 
We have been going a round of -vifits, 
which, I hope, will amufe herj ihe is' 
too thoughtful and ftudious, but always^ 
amiable. She joins your mother and 
me, in wifties foi* your fafety, and regrets 
for your abfence, which fcems to be ftlt 
by all, but by none more than 

Your fondly aifeftionate father, . 
Granville." 



..Coo^^lc 



IKTEJlBS'TrHO KXMOIKS. tiy 



^»* The clock ftrlkes eleven— pne 
hour yet remains of this departing year 4 
kt it be an hour of folemn rctfedtion i 
let it be devoted to my friend I 

"" How like a confufcd and troubted 
dream, do the laft twelve months ip- 
pear ? — Aii, Louifa '. would to fleaven 
they would bear aWay with them our 
Vain inquietudes and finful forrows ! — 
Who can look back on the paftj withoifc 
fclf-reproach, or anticipate the eventful 
future, without timid apprehcnfioh J 

" May perfeft confidence in the di- 
vine goodncfs, which we have fo often 
experiencedj and in the divine wifdom, 
which we profefs to venerate, quiet 
every anxious wifh and turbulent emo- 
tion of our fouls, and prcferve th«n in 
that 
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that ftate of cheerful fcrenity, which 
fhjlofophy vainly laboured to introduce 
into the reftlefs heart of man. 

** It was with much reafon, my 
Loulfa, that I urged you, whJlft young, 
to extend the circle of your amicable 
connections. ' When any of thefe arc 
diiTolved in after-life, the foul revolts 
from the idea ef entering into new al- 
liances, or -of fuffcring the tender en- 
thufiaftic attachments of youth to be 
fucceedcd by the- dull, frigid, cautious 
' conne&ions of interdl (»* prudence. 

" The fate of the gentle Conftancc, 
is a melancholy proof of the danger of 
refting all our hopes on one objeib, and 
deriving all our plcafures from one 
fource. — You know, feme time before 
your arrival in France, Ihc loft her 
amiable and only friend, Accuftomed 
from childhood to a daily interchange 
of 



INTERESTING MEMOIRS: iit 
of kind offices^ and boundlefs affe£):ion, 
the death of Agnes not only robbed her 
of all her enjoyment, but even deprived 
her of power to enjoy. After vainly 
ftruggling, in obedience to duty, to re- 
cover the vigour of her exhauftcd mind, 
in the tumtiit of the world; ftie was per- 
mitted' to retire from it, and to follow 
her inclination, in ftriving to moderate, 
in the quiet of retirement, that deep- 
rooted forrow, which death alone could 



** I well remember, the firftf time'yoil 
faw the filent dcjedted mourner, " you 
remarked, that- there was fomcthing in 
her very look and manner, which ftrongly 
indicated her nearnefs ro Heaven— a pu- 
rity, a fenfibility, an abftraftiOrlV whicli 
convinced One fhe i*ould not long be a 
fojourner in this vale of tears.— Ac- 
cordingly, fhe has bidden an eternal 
adieu to it, and, I truft, is again afTo- 

VoL^n. G ciated 
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cUted with her kindred, fpirit, in the 
realms of light, and truth, and love, 
where their ferviccs fliall k^w no inter-t 
ruptio'n, and their ftlicity no, end. 

*'■ The wonderful affcftion which unit- 
ed the very, fouls oi thefc fiiendsj was 
allowed, I fear, to exceed the, bounds 
prefcribedby reafon and duty. It was 
fuch a copious and overflowing tide, as 
laid wafte, or fwallowed up in Its courfe, 
many of thofe kind and leffer benevo- 
lences due to fociety ; whofe fources, 
per}iaps}, remained .in their hearts^ but 
whofe ftreams. were not fufficieatly dif* 
fufcd through their lives. 



** The gentle Conftance has fallen a 
vidim to the indulgence of that cxgui- 
fice fenfibilityj fo foothing.and flatter- 
ing to young minds, and which a thou- 
fand circumftances, in this region of 
ibrrows, are ever at hand to cherifh. 
From. 

■ , ^^ooyic 



INTERESTING MEMOIRS.' 123 
P^m ifhe natural delicacy of her confti- 
tutionj on which her mind has doubt-* 
lefs had a powerful influence, her peace, 
her health, even herltfe,'has been facri- 
fibeii to this deiighcfu), but fatal tender- 
nefe. With this ncrvoufnefs of foul, it 
was impofliblc for her to tafte of happi> 
nefs in a world where vice is fo preva- 
lent, and misfortune fo irremediable 

The'miferies of human life were to her 
an infurmountableobftacle to the enjoy- 
ment of its bleflings i And unlefs her 
friends could have borne to fee her 
become lefs amiable and intcrefting, 
they never could hope to behold her 
more happy. — Joined to this endearing 
weaknefs, Conftance poirefl"ed a temper 
foreferve'd, that many mjftook for pride 
what was the cffefl of- diffidence alone. 
Hence ikt wis' lefs generally beloved 
than; many who were hfer "inferiors in 
every quality, but that un refer vednefs 
which is as cften the effeft of 'a wealc 
G a and 
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and intemperate mind, as of a warm 
and generous heart. 

*' Such was Conft^nce I So ill fitted 
for this world, fo defirous of another, 
ftiould thofe who loved her, regret her 
early efcape from this dark region of 
Ibadows ? And whilft Time, like a filent 
thief, is daily pilfering from our liule 
hoard of comfort, fhould we, my Louifa, 
wiih to linger here, , till he has robbed 
us of all ? 

« It is the natural effcft of grief, to 
unhinge the mind, and render us fuper- 
flitious; Were I to indulge the prcfent 
fuggcftions of mine, I would believe, 
that I was not long to furvive my friend. 
This, my Louifa, is a foothing, but a 
very felfifh idea. When I know that 
my life is the objeift of your prayers and 
wifhes, ought not this confidcration to 
give it value in my eyes ? — It ihall, my 
love J 

u,o,i,-f-n,GaDgie 



INTERESTING MEMOIRS, ii; 

lo-i^e i and' If Heaven is pleafcd to pro- 

lottgir, I will yet indulge the pleafing 

hope- of-onccmore embracing my friend. 

Adelaide de St. Croix." 



To Miji Seymour. 

y I think I told you lately, 3Louifa, 
that, matrimony was become epiden:iical 
hcK. . They arc rcfolved not only to 
have me married, but in love too ! — 
Was ever any thing lb unreafonable ? — 
My father dined yctlerday at the French 
ambafladbr's, where he was introduced 
to the young Earl of Leifter, who is 
juft returned from the grand tour i ele- 
ganti polite, handfome, rich; and, if I 
may credit the Marquis, he has colleft- 
ed all the, impfovements,. graces, and 
accompliftiments, that ever were ac- 
quired, tjy travelling, and brougiifthem' 
home in a -bundle, for the good of his 
G 3 country- 
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countrymen. I. hope he. will have ,Umj 
charity to beftow fome of tbe|n tin his 
fellow-peers, who, if waotforiWS.afiUio), 
may iiirely make large demands on nis 
bounty. Perhaps, in return, they may 
teach him one fcience, of which, with 
all his acquirements, he may be Itill ig' 
norant; I mean — cookery. I have heard 
a member of parliament defcaric more 
learnedly 6n a receipt for d paftyi' than 
■ he could have done on the bill of rights; 
and lately .ate a beef-fteak drefled by a 
peer, which the Grand Monarque'sco<ils. 
needed not to be aftiamed of.r—.Cbnfi- 
dering the fliortnefs of i^unian life, if a 
man arrive at perfeSiori in one art, it is 
all that can reafonably beexpefte'd. It 
would really be uncorifcionable^ tb'Cup^ 
pofe that Lord Dale mufl: be both a firlt- 
raie cook and a pillar of the ftate. 

** Tell mc, Louifa, my dear iVrious girl, 
how is all going on at the Caftlc ? Doubt- 

Itfs 
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Fefs in the fame dull, ij(nvai7ing.*i-ound of 
rational enjoyraeat and donne&ic> ^oty. 
Ah ! my {rietfd, to. minds Ijke your's, 
thcfc maf be latisfji6tory j but my plea- 
fures. muft have a hi^er SavaaE>:a more 
poignant ieU'ft>» tke exquifite zeft of dear 
rariecy. Tiall mfc boAeftly> Louifa, do 
you newer envy me the poffcffipn of 
fuchS 

'* My father is, gone to the ptay: I 
had devtM:ed this whole evening to yoij t 
was in the very humour for addreffing 
you in the ftyle you k>ve, fprious, fca- 
teatiouib and fenrimejitaJi .when a fer- 
vant cAToe to infiorm ok, thit Mr. Dta^ 
Tcisy a gentleman my father had iavioed 
to fuppcr, was 'in the parlour. ■ 

" It was but jufl: eight— ftrang;ers to 

each othefj the profpeffc was difnoal. 

Wc canvafled the.aiFairi of fl;ate» and 

aiTiufemenls of riie feafon, till we found 

G 4 we 
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we had worn both fubjcfts thread- bare: 
We yawned, we fidgeted, wc fpoke, we 
were lilent, and my chagrin and vexa* 
tion increafed, every moment; — feme 
fulky hints were dropped of letters to 
write — of the tedious length of the 
play, &c. &c. Ah, Louifa ! was this 
like your friend? — I felt that it was 
not! 

" This is a ftranger, whifpered Hof- 
pitality. — What injury has he done you ? 
demanded Juftice. — He knows^ not that 
he has offended, faid Cohfcicnce.— He 
would not have treated you unkindly, 
ftghed .that Charity, which fuffereth long, 
and is: patient.— There wa».no TcTifring 
this plea ; My blood took. a moral flow, 
and covered my check with blufhcsj I 
fummoned every perverfc particle chat 
had foured the milk of bum?n kindncfs 
in my breaft, and ejiorcifed. them with 
fuch 
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fuch.fury, as, I truft> will for ewer pre- 
vent thefc diaboliana from returning. 

The pure fpirit of benevolence now took 
pofleflionof my hearty and rendered me 
fo docile, that I accompanied the.ftran- 
ger to Grand Catro, without one fymp-' 
torn of fatigue or inattention ; — which 
I fancy is more than- 70U can fay, after 
reading this long letter :— Therefore 
adieui 

Charlotte Villiers." 

. To X^dy CharlolU Villiers. \ 

■ '** I particTpate fincerely, my de^r 
Lady Charlotte, in every thing' whicU 
contributes to your enjoyment ; but can^ 
not envy you the poOefllon of pleafures 
Which I never could relilh. Surely 
tieaven 'has annexed to thofe that are 
fimple and natural, a. charm unknqwh 
k6 the Votaties of luxury and falfe re- 
finement. ' ' 
G 5 *' Friend- 
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*' Friendship, reOefttbA, devorbri, and 
retircinenti fi^f^ly renl 'erijbyraenfc to a 
temperate mind} but the manners, and, 
far moce', the vices of, the world, wear 
off the keen edgfe of that delicate fen- 
fibiViiy which is. the general organ by 
■which all exquilite pieafure is conveyecf 
to the foul. 

"ft is the misfortune of young wo- 
men in particular, who are train'ed iti 
the gay world, to have their native ab- 
horrence of vice infenfibly leflened, by 
being familiarifed to It, aAd hearing: 
many things talked of there with e^fe,. 
which they ought never to think pf,. but 
with horror. In particular, th«y /hould 
be left in ignorance, both of .the licen- 
tious manners of men, and the pernir 
cious and libertine principles on which 
they pretend to vindicate them. T* 
make girls acquainted with fuch, is like 
placing edge-tools in the hands of » 
'child> 
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chiM, with which, unibie to ufe Aemi, 
it will certainly deftroy Itfelf. 

" Such, in my opinioiPi oughc to jblC' 
the purity, of chc fimakc mind* t)w 3' 
vircttous woman would feel ! hericif -cnh 
Riindi> in .thihkii^ of * vrhat a. viC)^' 
man will iiot fojupjcfla afl:.. , ■ ^-^.-.-.t 

*' But, my dear .Lidy ChajJo^^tv 
thpugh I 4o not &ar;e in your ^^pf^^ 
lentipbafure^ tU'mkAic^t thft.4 «jn wi^H 
oac yo.ur.k>vcd..Mant4^. , (aithfe^^w^E*- 
of eight weeksr we hHv&.vdrtteA «> anahjr 
neighbouring families, )ibmie «£ (whon; 
would afford fubjefts fuitcd exadly tO' 
yotit-^iviely-^eik!.. Wo'aJc'ac preTerft at 
Squire ^ndall's^ t^«, i» ali-tii^.tati^f 
praarices, ad^s iiH»to€i- fi\i/f(ippiy.i^ 
compoundfi in'-cyeJ^tatPjI (ft partiitih^ 

thdugli' its 4^Uiies laHT/dtre^lyiioppb'-i 

fite to Lefhe'si'atfitimw*^ tfae-piticAiD 

G 6- too 
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too feverely to let him fprget.his care.^— 
It grieves .me to fee fo many carefiei 
and fo much white meat, beftowed by 
rfie good lady on a parcel of fenfelcfs, 
foriy catt. Heaven fecms to have en- . 
dowed-all.its creatures with a certain 
ponton of affection, which muft be ex- 
pended: Some lavifh it on deferving, 
fome on unworthy objcfts. A dog, a 
cM/'amiln, or a monkey, ufually en- 
Iffb'ies the Tiearts of bur fexj — plea- 
ftifc, intereft, atnbitiOn, are the idols 
•S'Which'itho. othera Sacrifice, . Which 
06-11S makes the wifeft choice, I leave 
5rou 10 determine. 

\ *t.Tou ^U', me, ,'* yon can have no 
^*..<fiin»pti(in of a. heaven, without the 
*'.-t)ciety of" your friends." , PerhapSj by 
tfei'tioie you have known fome of them 
ten'sycars, yoiu may alter ypur opinion. 
MeantitriCi as vte.aro left in ignoranc* ^ 
of ceidlbd enjoyments, 1 think you have 
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as good, a right as your neighbours, to 
form an elyfium to your iTiindjand, 
perhaps> may be as near' the cnuh, ' as 
thofe fublime theologlfts who give i)s 
'as minute a ddcription- of paradife as 
if they had juft returnjcd from, thenc^t 

** Mydear Lady Charlotte, I have alke.d 
yqn twenty times, "without receiving ati 
anfwer. When do you think of returning 
to the country ? — I begin to have no 
fmall jcaloufy of Lord i_eifter. — ^Would 
my heart were as light as your head, 
and yottf abfeofcc is Dioi-t as your me- 
mory 1 — Adieu. — In all fituations and 
humours; continue to remember your 
truly affediOnatc ' \ 

LOUISA Seymour." 



To Lerd Haflmgs. 

'* 1 fliare in yoUr pleafyres, my dea* 

Henry,' whilft wandeting with a tender 

and 
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and reverential melancholy, through 
fcenes for ever hallowed by the elfbits 
of genios,- valoitr, and vntae; Totread 
thofc paths where every foot is claflic 
ground, cannot fail to infpire a mind 
like yc^Bf's with tht^fr^blime ideas, and 
folcmn refle£^ions, , which- are akin to 
thofe,;_exaItcd fpirits we then admire; 
and which by freely communicating, 
you giyt pride, as yell- as joy, to t^c 
heart of yoJir fetlier, r — 

*' What you tell me of the mifcrahlc 
fete of Talbot, ihocjcs mc beyond mea^ 
fvre. How ftiprt, how fhameful h^s beea 
his career ! how guiltyj,j how dreadful 
its clofe I — "What a melancholy proof 
does he exhibit of the fatal eflefts of 
early and vicious habits, 

" Though paffion is a violent and in- 

folcnt mafter, it will fomttifties relax of 

its fc»erityj but habil is -an obdurate 

4 and 
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rn-ftaved in crncl 4«d pei^rtilal boilttigc, 

." Befides cbe ttnbounded indulgence 
sf ccimioal prepen&icst hiio^r caJad 
has csntcilKucrd to' thepiJim -of tiia 
TC^ched iTalliot. Tou know l^is tain^f 
naturally ,a£tive- -and inquiring, -wis- early 
poifoned by the maxims of modern phi- 
lefophy.and.fccpctirtfin. . Surely .men are 
npt«*al««f tfafi^onfoqaciiceti ithenthcy 
publifh dicir libertine opinions to the 
iKM-ld., They ufaaily claim the title of 
naoral men^ iwtwhat can be ntore im- 
moral than flich conduA? Their mc- 
tapbyfical fubtcrfugts, aad fophifticdt 
argun^ei^ts, are only calculated to lutt 
the voice -of confcicnce, and give fcopo 
to every iawleft appetite to tyrannife 
■with Impunity. Meanwhile, the un- 
Iwppy vutgar^de^'rived alite of ability 
and Ifeifure- for refleftibrt; and prone t6 
indulge to the fame ewxflesi implicitly 
acquiefce 

^-oo'iW 
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acquiefce, io jhe opinions, - and eagerly 
follow the example of their fuperiors. 
What fliould we think of the man, who 
could fnatch from <ht- finktag mariner, 
the plank on which his laft hope de- 
pended ?~Inhumanj far moieriahuiiian 
is hcj who, in tnidft .of the'.dangcn 
which continually, fui^niund. us, can rob 
us of that hope which is the anchor of 
the foxtl, ■ and' plorigp'us in the> per- 
plekity of doubc and horror ©fdefjpatn 

" The bulk of <xur ipepes, my dew 
Henry, employ thcmfelves not in ab- 
ftr^ fpeculatioi), -tut id' concerting 
fchemes ofpleafiire and. emoluratint: 
they affix the,. idea of ,happinefs to the 
poffeSion of «rtai/i ,fayogritp..o.bjefls, 
and expeft, with impatience, ^he hour 
that (hall enfure their felicity, by the 
completion of their, wiiljeSi: ^thijt- hoH' 
arrives; bu|t, a^l it -br^gs.,<)nly hca- 
yinefs and dif^pointment. , Again they 
indulge 
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indulge the fame fond hopes, ^aln re- 
new the unfuccefsful chace, tilU tired at 
length of their vain purfuitSj they refign 
themfelves, in old age, to peeviih dif- 
content, and without hope or comfort, 
drop iinlamented in the grave. 

** How different is the courfe of that 
man, whofe conduit is regulated by true 
wifdom — who conGders this life in con- 
nexion, with the next.— who moderates 
his defires, and prefcrves the powers of 
his mind in equal .balance !— His 
wifties can never be difappointed, be- 
caufc the object of them is immutable} 
his fchemes can never be fruftrated, bc- 
caufc they are built on the foundation of 
truth; and time, which accelerates the 
deftruftioQ of all things mortal^ fpeeds 
on the hour of his fafety, his triumph, 
his everlafting joy', 

"We are once more returned' tothe 

Caftle, with that fweet fati^failion which 

home 
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homt affbrds i?o thofe who are happy iri 
their domeftic connexions, and endowed 
by Heaven with the true.relifb. for hap- 
pinefs. 

" We haire found all your favoaritcs itt 
healthj and wanting you, beftow on them 
the kindnefs due to their mailer. I ride . 
Sorrel with much pleafure during the fine 
weather. Old Cato, in imperial Hiate and 
eafe,^ refts on a culhion, by the fide of tho' 
nf£, in your mother**, drefllng-room ;—^ 
and little Phyllis is fed every day by the 
fair hand of Mifs Seymour, whom fhe 
gratefully carcfles, and attends in all her 
folitary rareibles, 

- "Farewel, rtiy beloved fonj-^may 
i^e Supreme Dlfpofer of all erentS' 
render the journey t>f life bcJth pleafant 
and profperous, as far as rtiay be {:ifc 
for you! So prays fincerely . 

Your afFeftionate father, 

Granville^"" 

..,-.,Coogic 
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' 'To Mifs Seymour. 

" All is over, Louifa ! — my fate is de- 
termined—Lord Leifter il 'the man'.— 
But to proceed in order. ' 

'* I jjave been in the moft^ delightful 
hurry thefe eight djqffl pafty . making pre- 
parations fbr'my firft appearance at court. 
Accordiiigly 1 was prefcrtted'ytfftcrday^ 
and jnft as I Was remaning •no the bottojvtf 
of the circle, to avoid thofe fcrufcmifing 
eyes that were turned on me from every 
quareei^ . ffiiflfl efttc^tCTed "^Ke rfibft 
iriking ^Mft-l evtt- 4wfteld.'-^I coaM 
be «• fto Ibfs-With itgani' to the'perW, 
i?ho was no other than the Eari of Lerfter 
himfelf. — He had waited a few minutes. 
at the lowei- end of the room, tiU the 
cerei'nony' ttP my intrddcfcfeph was 'oVer^ 
and- tKeii 'Went throiigli th'e'fairi^ Iiifn- 
felf, with a grace and dignity that drew 
upon 
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upon him a number of encomiums, and 
fliewed that he was familiar in the courts 
of princes. 

. " He was received yery gracioufly by 
the fovereign, who <^onvcrfed with him 
for feveral minutes j— he then paid his 
compUmentrin ihe ^oKtcft mannef to 
my father, who brought him round, and 
prefented, him K> me.-*— I:know. noc 
yhat. WM the^fn»tter> InOuifaV but I felt 
myfelf far more embarrfifled ifrith his no> 
tice, than tha^ of hk Mnjc^jr, .:^ . , 

" We fite to.fvp together thiBi even- 
ing at,the-Duj£«'qf Marlbot(»Jght's: I 
fliall then be able to tellyou n Xinh mtxc 
of my mind. If; his inteU^£ts bear any 
proportion to his form and manners,' I 
am undone!— But as I cannqt bG;in lov^ 
wlth.a foolj and he i? an carl,- 1 have, 
two chances in favour of my freedom, 

" « So 
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*^ So our figfr philbfophical friend has 
got a ron!-»-Poor'.Iittte urchin, it has 
made i its ^appearance . too fbon^ in ' the 
world, and I fear will hardly have Hit 
play for continuing in it, I fuppofe, by 
this time/ iw iesH'ned .father^ in the fub- 
limity ofmetaphyGcalmadnefs, is bufieil 
in inveftigatbgthe caufeof its firft fquall, 
exploring iJ^e j;u,mberofits innate idesis 
AnaU(itig;ihe itiHk with. which it is nou- 
riflicd, Qorrefting its propenfities, thwart- 
ing its- dclires, and by grieving its nurfe, 
provoking its. aunts, and perplexing its 
mother,, is. conycritng the joyful graiu- 
lations of the whole female goflips, into 
full<n rnurmufSj'difcontent, and difap- 
pointraent.— Were I his wife, I (hould 
confent to his amufing himfelf in his 
ftudy with plans of educatibn as abfurd 
and iftiprafticitble 'as any of thofe with 
which vanity And' ignorance have pefter- 
ed mankind i— but would furcly contend 
for the exclufive pofleffion of my little 
ireafure 
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treafiirc during the fiifl: yeWj when' an 
infant ,is cflO*effcdly the nwft improper 
vf aU Cubje^ts ibr whim to «xperiinenc 
llppn. ■ - ■■ " 

** ASer CTtpcriehcing.lthe WHrmth of 
JmW in the end of Febru^y, the cold of 
h& •week, has been- incolerably fevere> 
^ndh^ occafwned un-iTtfHal muttttiirs.— ^ 
-Iffaus,' when che cold blBfts^of imisfbr- 
«inc affajl us, we for^l the days erf" Jbn- 
,lhi;De we have enjoyed, and obnTert the 
paft bounty of Heaven iato means of 
iocrcaling our prc^iit difcontents. •■■■.' 



." You fee, Ijouifa, it ispollibie-.for.* 

6ne lady lometimcs w be^iorus^- 

*' Be aflUred,, in every fituafi^n, cy-f 
BuroO:apcc,,an<J hfiiiiptVj X^M sffiTP^n^aiT 
here^, efteei^ed, and, bcipvpd» by : . < 
: Your- 

■" ■CHAflLOTTE' Vi'llVeRS." 
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"Indeed, my dear, Lady Chariqttc* 1 
am inclined to echo your-opinion, — Yes, 
■*' your, face ij dejerminedj and , lyO^d 
" Leiftf r is the- qfian."; — A; friaid ,.of 
Lord GraqyiUe's, who ,met. ^\x^ IiifiF$ 
abroadj has given vfxt his ch{y:a<iter iil 
ternK that might footh even the partial 
car of a miftrefs.— I lofig to hp^aryaw'Si 
fts 4, do not think you are ^t fo much 
in i9ve, as to make me diftruft -the evi-r 
dofice either of your judgmenitorfenfes, 

'* Locd Granville came into the room 
fomc days ago, with a letter from his ■ 
fon ip his hand, containing an account 
of the fhocking fate of Sally's feducer, 
Talbot, with whom Lord Haftings had 
befen acquainted at college. — Having in- 
volved Jiimfelffo much by every -fpecics 
of 
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of extravagance, that he could not any 
longer continue in England, he borrowed 
a conGderable fum.from his young 
friends, on pretence of going^ to take 
poflcflion of an cftate in Wales, left 
him by a relation; and embarking at 
Dover, made the beft of his way to 
Paris. — As his rage for gamtngwas un- 
conquerable, he foon was difcovered to 
have money, by a company of fharpers, 
who fleeced him of every guinea. That 
evening-he loft.his laft ftake, he went 
home, and wrote a letter to his unhappy 
father, -attempting to juftify his conduft 
on the principles of modern infidelity. 
He then, with his own hand, put an end 
to that life, which guilt had rendered 
obnoxious to others, and a burden to 
himfclf.— ^Ah! my friend, what a dif- 
mal, what a jhocking exit ! 

" Ye, whom the love of fame, or 

pride of fingularity, condufts into the 

difmal 
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■difmal labyrinths of -error, in pity to 
mankind, rrmain contented with your 
fancied fuperiority, your boaftcd difco* 
vcries. But leave them, O leave them, 
in happy ignorance ! Expofe tliem not 
to the perplexity of doubt, or the an- 
guiOi of fufpenfej deprive them not of 
. thofe confolatory hopes, obfcure not to 
them thole glorious profpeiSts, which 
alone can render life fupportable. Con- 
fider, that with one half of yoarfpecies, 
the hope of the future is all of good the 
prefent affords, — Alas ! would you thca 
with to deprive them of their all? 

*' My dear lady Charlotte, ought W9 
to fpeak of diftrefa, with whofe forrow 
neither guilt nor Ihame is mingled ?— 
When we-ftiedthe tear of nature or 
-fricndftiip over thofe -we lOve, we feel 
oar virtues increafed, our fentimcnts en- 
nobled by the generous forrow;— but 
who dare mention the name of Talbot 

Vol.. II. H to 
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to hisafflifted father, or renew his ftiame, 
and redouble his anguifhj by esprefiixig 
compaflioa ? 

*• Happy are they, who, amidft the 
darknefs and perplexity of this toilfome 
journey, .keep their eyes fixed on thai 
land of reft to which it condufts them. 
— Who neitlier annoy rheir fcllow-tra- 
■vellers by unkindnefs nor injwftice ; but, 
by a thoufand gentle and quiet atten- 
tions, ftrive to lighten their ' burdens, 
and beguile the length of the *ay — and 
*tho, by every new difcovery of human 
error and frailty, learn to be more watch- 
ful over themfelves, and more indulgent 
to the weaknefs of others.— ^ Adieu. 

Louisa Seymour," 

To Lord Hajlings. , 

*• On going into the library this morn- 
ing, I found ycur friend, Mifs Seymour, 
fcatcd 
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feated there, -with hw favourite Shake* 
fpeare, whofe Twelfth Night Ihe was 
4'eading ; and whofe touching portrait of 
Viola ihe at prcfcnt refemblcs more 
^nearly than we could wifh.— She has loft 
much of her xifual blooming healthy 
afpefl:, which gives us much concern. 
She is truly a molt amiable and intdligenc 
young creature, and almoft tempts me 
,to difpute our kx's claim Co fuperior 
judgment and abilities. 

" Fw my part, the more I know of 
-the woridj the more equality I difcover 
Jsetwcen the fexes j and it muft be allow- 
ed the other have this in their favour, 
that with hearts more .fufceptible, and 
judgments Icfs informed, they arc 
often able, through the ftrcngth of prin- 
ciple alone, to rcfifl: and conquer thofc 
pafTions, to which we give unbounded 
licence, in fpite of that fuperior ftrcngth 
Ha of 
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of mind, by which wc pretend to be 

diftinguifhed.- 

" The charaSeriftics of the two fexcs 
arc widely different: — to ours belong 
the bold, hardy, active virtues ; to theirs, 
the patient, gentle, amiable graces. — 
How abfurd is it then to draw compari- 
fons between the two, when the compa- 
rative excellence of each muft depend on 
their diffimilitudc ? 

" The female heart, my dear Henry, 
b naturally tender and unfufpjcious ; 
and before mixing with the world, igno- 
rance of its manners, vanity, or felf- 
love often leads young women to con- 
ftrye into marks of a particular prefer- 
(■nce, thofc little attentions and gal- 
lantries, which refult from complacency 
and good -breeding alone. — Ixt me ad- 
vifc you, when in company wiih the 
other 
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etfier fcx, to avoid too minute complai- 
iance — to wrap yourfelf up in yournatural 
referve, and rather to appeat lefs amiable,, 
that you may prove more truly eftimable. 
— Wonder not at this advice j. it flows 
from obfcrvation and long acquaintance 
with life. You can hardly conceive the 
difttefs in- which many women have beea 
involved by the vatjity and inconfide- ' 
ratenefs of men — of men- too, who would 
flirink with horrac from the idea' of 
cruelty, at the vety inftant, whenr, by 
their mifleading and too pointed- atten- 
tions, they are la.ying the foundation of 
Hiifery in thofe genclc bofoms, whofe 
molt ardent wilh.is their happinefs. 

•• Yflur obfcrvation is certainly juft'^ 
— our paffions are always fuperficial in 
their inquiries, and impetuous in their 
iallies. Reafon, on the contrary, is ac- 
curate and flow. Hence the former 
•ften miflead the mind, before the latter 
H 3 ■ arxiv-es. 
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arrives to dire£l it in the right path.-— 
Miferable ftate of man, exclaims thr 
caviller ! How ufelefs that boafted fa- 
culty ! — too tardy to oppofe our im- 
pulfes, it comes but to upbraid us for 
yielding to them. 

" Such complaints, however, are as 
ill-founded as they are peevifh.— Om- 
nifcience has affigned us another co-ad- 
jutor in the taflt of feJf-govcrnment-* 
■ confcicncr — which rcmonftrates againft 
every vicious tendency, with a prompti- 
tude which equals thought in quicknefs. 
Let us fubmit, then, to the tuition of 
this faithful inftruftor. He is the Al- 
mighty's delegate, and therefore his 
diftates mufl: be right. Mankind may 
indeed wreft his language to guilty pur- 
pofes; but this docs not difparage him j 
on the contrary, it is an evidence of his 
integrity ; for if his obvious meaning 
were not reprehenfive of their vices, 
they 
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rhcy would hardly be at fo much pain* 
to mifinterprct his fpeech. 

" May we, my fon, ever liften atten- 
tively to his gcntlefl: remonftrances ; 
and aft fuch a part now as fliill fecure . 
his future approbation. — Adieu. 

GR.ANVI1.I.E.", 

To Mijs Seymouy^r 

*' My Louifa will undoubtedly be , 
anxious to know forhething more than 
common report, of a man who already 
interefts the heart of her friend, and who 
diftinguiflies me by a preference equally 
obvious and flattering. 

*' Lord Leifter difcovers, on every 
occafion, a found judgment and a cor- 
Tcd: taftc;— a delicate fenfe of propriety, 
aconftant, not too eager define to oblige, 
ariflng from a wifh to make others 
H 4 happy, 
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happy, rather thaa to be diftinguifhed 
himfelf i 3 refiijed humanity, a juft diC- 
ccrnment^ and, above all, a modcfty (o 
engaging and unafluming, as adds a 

luftre to his other good qualities. 

Thefe I have already had opportu- 
nity to dtfcriminaiej and, you may be^ 
Jieve, am inclined to give bim credit 
for at leaft a hundred more. 

*' Whilft we were fitting yeftcrday oii 
one of the benches in the Park, a gen^- 
teel young woman, whole countenance 
expreffed the deepcft forrow, approach- 
ed, with a little child in her hand, who 
fcemed extremely fatigued ; but on fee- 
ing the bench occupied, was about to 
retire. — To the unfortunate, more than 
ordinary attention iis due. — I begged her 
to fit down, and Lord Leifl:er> with great 
humanity, took the fweet little boy on v 
his knee. Good- manners prevented me 
iiom. 
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from afking any queftions of the affliift- 
ed- lady, whafc fpiriEs feemed fo de-^ 
prefled, that it was wirii difficulty (he 
could rcftrairi' her tears. In a few mi* 
nutes'the child gorup; and, taking hold 
of her hand, *' Come, mama,"' faid He,, 
in a cheerful tone, "I am able to walk. 
« now— let us go home to poor papa." 
She rofe to thank me J but on attempt- 
ing to fpeak, the anguifh of her hearc 
denied her utterance, and (he burfl: into^ 
a. flood of tears. — I begged' to know the 
caufe of her extreme agitation, and af- 
fured her 1 fliould feel myfelf happy in^ 
the power either to alTift or relieve her.. 

*• She told' me, thai (He was niece ttr 

Lord J whom, by marrying an 

officer of family, but no fortune, (he- 
had for ever difobllged': That her huf- 
band, whofe name was Williams, having" 
received a wound in his breaflr, which' 
entirely ruined his health, was obliged' 
H J to. 
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to return to England, where he had lan- 
guiihed in all the n:iifery which negleft, 
poverty, and dlfeafe can inBi£t on a 
noble and ingenuous fpirit: That fhe 
had made many applications to her 
uncle, and their other great friends, or ~ 
rather relations, who had not only_re- 
fufed them affiftance, but, by infolencc 
and contempt, had embittered all their 
fufFcrings! 

** Gracious Heaven ! is it not enough 
to make the noble mind feel the whole 
weight of dependence, by being forced, 
with ihame, to implore that relief which 
ought to be voluntarily bellowed ? Muffi" 
the breaking heart be torn with unkind- 
nefs"? Muft unmerited contempt and re- 
proach render the cup of grief, and the 
bread of mifery, ftill more bitter ? — Is it 
really then, in the eyes of this genera- 
tion, a crime to be poor ? — Surely, to 
nevile the unfortQnate^ is to reproach 
that 
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that Being by whom the -lot of every 
Creature is difpofed ! 

" We accon^amcd Mrs. WiUiams ta 
the entry cf Spring-garden, where my 
carriage waited. On handing me in. 
Lord Lcifter begged me to ftop a few 
minutes, whilft, with an attentive huma- 
nity worthy of himfclf, be carried Mrs. 
■ Williams and her fbn into the neigh- 
bouring coffce-houfe, and procured them 
fome rcfreflimcnt. We then fct them 
down near Golden-fquare, where Lord 
Leiftcr aflured her, he would foon wait 
on Captain Williams. 

•• It is alleged, that profperity ren- 
ders us carelefs of the bappinefs of our 
fellow-creatures. For my part, Louifa^ 
I have ever felt my concern for the wel- 
fare of others, bear a proportion to my 
own felicity. Nor is this wonderful : 
Confcious that, for wife ends. Heaven 
hath fo conftituted mankindj that they 
tl 6 caa- 
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cannot fo cordially fympathife in oor' 
joys as our forrows,,we are afraid to foE- 
feit the benevolent regards of our fpe- 
cies, by appearing to triumph in that 
profperity, which places us beyond the 
jeach of their good offices. Hence the - 
ftrong propcnfity we feel, to aggravate 
the account of our diftrefles, and to toucSi 
Jaghtly on thofe peculiar marks of good 
fortune by whick we may be djftin^ 
guilhtJ. 

*' You once told- me, that to receive 
obLigarions,, gave you pain ; which yoB 
attributed to the pride of your heart. 
Favours and obligations, my dear Lou- 
tfa, are terms unknown to real friend- 
ihip.' To beftow a favour on- a friend] 
is to confer happinefs on one'^ felf ; and 
to receive an-obligation, is in fome mea- 
fure to- repay it, by fupplying one'J 
friend with an opportunity of rafting 
the molt reSfied pleafurc 

f< But 



interesting: UE'UOIS.S. rjy- 
" But though I refpe£t too highly 
every feeling of your heart, ever wil- 
lingly to do violence to any of them, ic 
furely cannot give you pain" to accept of 
a very finall gift from one, who is am" 
bitious of a very large Ihare of your 
eftrem ; and who means not this trifle 
as expreflive of her regard, but of her 
earneft defire of being fometimes re- . 
membered by you while at a.diftan(>4; — 
But fhould I indeed offend you by my" 
prefcnt, in your indulgence I will truft 
for my pardon, I flatter myfelf too, 
that your jufticc is equal to your cle- 
mency ; and, therefore, that you will 
believe me unfeignedl'y your loving, ad- 
nairing, devoted friend, 

Charlotte Villiers.'*" 
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Ito thejame. 

" Ypa date your laft letter *' eigBr 
•' o'clock, Sunday evening," and mali- 
cioufly inquire, " how I am employed 
*' at that hour?" — Fie, fie, Louifa; was 
this done in the fpirit of Chriftian cha- 
rity? — Can you hare any doubt about 
the matter ? But left you ffaould, I will 
honeftly inform you. 

" Know then, that at eight o'clock on 
Sunday evening, I was employed — not 
like you, in faying my prayers, or read-- 
ing dull fermons, for that I had dif- 
patched already— not in fupplying the 
want of cards, by want of companion' 
and principle, and, under pretence of 
harmlefs converfation, tearing to pieces 
the reputation of my neighbours — not 
very like a faint, nor yet like a linncr^ 
not quite like an angel, nor juft like a: 
devil i. 
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devil ; but like a being who is a cMn- 
pound of all the four — a woman : Ire 
ihort, I was employed in trying on a 
charming new cap at the glafs, in which 
I was to meet Lord Leifter next morn- 
ing, to take our accuftomed walk in the 
Parlt. 

" Do not think, however) I am alto^ 
gcthcr negleftful of my duties and de- 
votions : I have juft been reading over 
the fervice for matrimony, and confi- 
dering the matter in a more ferious Ught 
than I have ever done before. To love 
and honour, feem very eafy terms in the 
matrimonial compaft, but our fex boggle 
at the fearful word obey. Now, for my 
part, Louifa, I think the whole difficulty 
lies in the two firft articles : Obedience 
is the natural effect of refpe£t and af- 
feiStion j and if we cannot obey from 
love, we muft from fear; — but how few 
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arc there among- the other fex, whoiw 
we can fwcar through life tolove ? 

*"* You accufc me of indolence in not 
writing; and that which you condemn 
as a. fault, comprehends I know not how 
many virtues : Patience, mortification, 
and felf-denlal. — Indeed, my dear, the 
continualinterruptions I meet with, call! 
forth all thefe into cxercife, when they 
force mc to. forego one of my chief en- 
j&yments.. 

" For once, however,-! can refign my 
pen with pleafore, even though employ- 
ed in writing ro you. Would you were 
here, to ftiare in the plcafure which this 
agreeable intruder, conveys to the heart. 
of 

Charlotti Villiers.-' 
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To Mtjs Seymour. 

" It U long (ince I addreffed my* 
friend — that friend who takes fo tcnder 
an interefl: in alt my forrows ! 

" Bad health gives a depretfing lan»» 
^^r to the mind, which indifpofes- ic 
for every exettioh.. 

" This fealbn, Louifa,' this cnchant- 
mg. ieafbn awakens the rennenabrance 
of the paft, and renews alt my poignant 
and deep-rooted forrows!— It was the- 
feafon Grammont admired— it witnefied 
the commencement of the tendereft, 
trueft affciftion that ever warmed two. 
human hearts. 

" I fee all nature rcnving around 

me J but to me the foul of nature feems 

fled.. 1 ttrive to fpeak the delight I, 

ufedi 
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nfed to feel — but there is no one to hear 
me ! — I wander where we often wan- 
dered togrther — I Hften for the voice of 
Grammont— I mark the flowers he plant- 
.ed, but the hand that tended them, and 
the. tongue which bleffed me, are fUcnt 
in the dull ! 

" I fear, Louifa, I greatly^ fear thll 
idol of my afFeftions has been to me 
that ALL IN ALL, which the blefied fource 
of exiftence and perfeftion Ihould alone 
be to his rational offspring, 

" All nature revives, but loon lhal£ 
It reach its prime, and haften to decay. — 
Ijouifa, the renovation which awaits us,, 
will tend equally to our duration and fe- 
licity. O happy, happy ftate ! when we- 
fhall be no more liable to error, expofed 
to danger, nor fubjeft to death ! Wheiv 
we Ihall be perfeft in virtue, incor- . 
ruptible 
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ruptible in rubQ;ance>. immoFUl in Te* 
licity ! 

" Oh, Grammont ! pure and exalte(5 
fpirit ! art thou ftill confcious to the 
fentiments of that heart thou lovedft^ 
and which ever, ever mi^ love thee ? — 
Doft thou witiiefs the generous joy of 
my foul, which exults, in the refleAion>. 
that thou art for ever exempted from the 
bitter forrows wluch overwhelm mine ? 
Doft thou behold me checking every 
felfiih regret, ftnving to fupport with 
courage thai life I can no longer enjoyj. 
confiding in the divine goodnefs, and 
acquiefcing in the divine will ? — Surely, ■ 
if thou art confcious of thefe fentiments, 
thotf muft approve of them, as worthy 
of her thou lovedft ; and to know that 
(he merits thy approbation, 'irruft en- 
hance to thee even thcjoys of Heaven.— 
Didfl: thou, even in the hour of death,, 
ftrive to rcftore my peacci and fliall I 
do 
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do nothing M regain it?— Is it by my 
tears alone that I am to prefervc and 
confecrate thy memory ! — Oh* no ; I wili 
ftrive, by imitating thy virtues, to Ihew 
that I have profited by thy example j 
that I hope ere tong to be admitted to. 
thy beloved fociety. 

" My heart Ipeaks to my friend, and' 
will not be reftrained. This dangerous- 
fubjciSt too much engroffes it. At pre- 
fcnt I can write on no other — therefore 
adieu. 

Adelaide de St. CRora,**" 



To the Jame-. 

« The difordered and agitated (late i.T 
which 1 lafl wrote, was but too appa^ 
rent to my friend. But be not dif.- 
quieted on my account— I have once 
more regained my ufual tranquillity j 
and 
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and if I am not hzppy, I am at leaft 
ferene. 

" When any terreftnal obje£t is fuf- 
fered to ufurp the whole dominion of 
the heart, the intelleftual ceconomy is 
ntterly deranged, and the balance of the 
mind deftroyed : PalTion prevails over 
reafon ; opinion obfcures judgment, and 
inclination is fufticuted in the place of 
confciencc. Ought I tlicn to confider 
as a misfortune, the only event which 
could reftore me to my God and my 
duty, without giving me a fcvcre idea of 
his government ? 

" Wc fondly flatter ourfelves that we 
have overcome the world, becaufe, in 
times of deep diftrefs, we feel a perfedt 
indifference to its pleafurcs and pur- 
fuits. But, alas ! though our deceitful 
palTions may a while be lulled to reft, 
they will again be awakened by their 
proper objefts, and, like a man fwim- 
ming 
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. . ming' againft a ftream, we muft either 
itruggle hard to overcome its violence^ 
■or be borne back by its current. 

•' To fly in time of danger to a fupe- 
3-ior Being, is not the refult of rearoning 
alone, but the immediate impulfe of 
•nature: How ought I to blefs that kind 
-and pitiful Father, who,- by making me 
feel the empiinefs of eartWy enjoyment, 
is bringing me gently back to himfelf j 
-and who hath placed me here in cir- 
cumfliances fo comfortable, as to exclude 
that folicitude about the future, which 
fnight prevent me from improving the 
prefent ? Bleffed be God, though to all, 
-the enjoyment of the prefent is not per- 
Tnitted, yet, by all, the hope of the fu- 
ture may be indulged. 

*' Thus it is, my Louifa, that the lots 

■of .•mankind, however various, are in 

fomc degree equal. The beneficent 

Parent 
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Parent of the univerfe hath allotted to 
all his creatures a portion of good ; hath 
Xweetened with health the cup of po- 
verty, made plenty the reward of in- 
■duftry, and hope the companion of toil j 
and, by withholding the pleafures of 
tafte and Icience, hath precluded from 
■the heart of the labourer many of thofc 
feftlefs defires, difgufts, and inquietudes, 
which poifon the enjoyment of his more 
refined, but lels happy lord, 

" Adieu, my Louifa. I have now no 
friend to liften to my complaints ; to 
fugged excufes for a paffion too fondly 
indulged, a forrow- too long protradted. 
Day after day infejifibly comes to a 
■clofe ; one year fteals upon another j 
yet a little while, and time itfelf (hall 
be fwallowed up in the vaft ocean (^ 
eternity ! — luet us refleft on the fhort- 
nefs ' 
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tiefs of life, and refignation will fcarce 
feem a virtue— Adieu. 

Adelaide de St. Croix." 

5o Loily Charlotte VtUierj. 

*< The agreeable method you take t» 
correft the errors of your friend, can- 
jiot fail to infure my reformation. — I 
accept your elegant -prefent with fm- 
^cre pleafure, .4nd abjure my former 
heterodox, opinions J convinced, that if 
they were to become genehal, there would 
Tie no room in the world for two moft 
exalted virtues, generofity ' and grati- 
tude. 

" I am charmed with the aftive be- 

incvolencc of Lord Leifterj which, in 

|)rocuring a penfion for Captain Wil- 

Jjams, will probably excite fome of his 

rela- 
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relations to ercrt themfelvcs in behalf 
of his numerous young -family : Shame 
often a£i:s more powerfully on mankind 
than principle* 

** Why, oh why do the men of the 
world, the profeffed votaries of pleafure, 
deny themfelvcs the cxquifite delight 
^irifing from the indulgence of faenevo- , 
ience? Why deftroy, by thcij- exceffes, 
•their native reliflb of the tender and ele- 
gant pleafurcs which flow from the ex- 
trcife of the generous and focial affec- 
tions ? — To a feeling heart, benevolence 
is a fpring of pure and-conftarit fatisfao 
tion; nor do I know, any fccne fo pro- 
per for. its indulgence as the country. 
In cowns and cities, the dillrefles of our 
'fellow- creatures are fo often the confc- 
quence of their vices, that, though prin- 
ciple and humanity may induce us to 
relieve them, we cannot feel for theiti 
-that tender complacency and good-will. 

Vol. H. ■ I which 
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iwhtch conftituus my idea of benevo- 
lence. In the country, we can both 
gudge of -the defert of thofe who clainn 
«ur pity, adjuft our relief to their cir- 
•cumftances, and enjoy the refined and 
«xquifitc plcafure of feeing the happy 
/ruits of our ^leneficence. 

'•* Were I incKned to thdulge rfiat in- 
;doleoce of -which you accufe me, I might 
-life the common plea of having nothing 
jtD fayi for at prefetit I am as much a 
j-eclufe, as if immured within the w^U 
■of a convent. But what^er arts coa? 
.fcience may acquire, from refiding with 
-the igay and p(rfite in town (if ever 
iie refides there), we cannot teach him 
ito be filentj when we wilh, here in the 
country. He ftares me rudely in the 
iace, whenever I attempt forming fuch 
frivolous excufes for lazinefs j and at 
this moment is fo impertinent as to rc- 
miad me, that the plea of having no- 
thing 
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ding to fay, could never be admitte 
on the part of a woman, unlefs when i 
church, or aflcep. — To fay truth. Lad 
Charlotte, I and confcience are of th 
fame mind for once. It is affirmed c 
fome bodies, that, by their extreme ve 
locity, they expend their force in a Ihoi 
-time; -but I have never heard that 
woman's tongue was of that number- 
and, from my own obfervation, I flioul 
incline to think, that, in this inltanci 
aftivity and heat increafe motion. 

*' I fmile, my dear friend, to think o 
the diflTerent manner in which you and 
^nd our time : Whilft you are arrang 

i-ing the oeconomy of your toilet, I ai 
vifiting my dairy, or feeding my pou 
try J — whilft you are hurried in prepa 
ing for an aflembly, I am carelefsl 
wandering towards nurfc's cottage ;■■ 
whilft you are liftentng with rapture < 

' the warbling voice, or delicate concen i 
Ii li 
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I amjicarkening to the tremendous roxt 
^f the windi through the high trees that 
furround Caftic Haftings; — whilft your 
■eyes (paj-kle at the fight of beaux, belles, 
juid radiant luftres, my eyes are fixed on 
the pale lamp of evening ; — whilft you 
.are plunging into the gaieties of this 
'World, I am almoft fighing after the 
peaceful rcpofe of the next. 

-" Think not, by this -comparifonj I 
mean to depreciate your merit and ad- 
vance my own -, neither of us can claitn 
prwfe OH account of following our in- 
clination. Let us admire, however, the 
wifdom of Providence, which, by di- 
Terfifying our taftes, prevents many 
dangerous competitions. 

** Adieu i and judge of the extent of 
oiy affeftion by the length of my letter. 
Your 
Louisa Sbvmour." 
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Ta Mifs Seymour. 

•~~** Well, Louifa, all things go on 
fteimmingly.^-I really never faw Co fen- 
fible and agreeable a man as; Lord 
Leifter; His choice is fufficient to prove 
the firft, and his eyes tell me every mo- 
knent that he thinks' the very farrte of 
me. Hon fortunate is it, Louifa, .wheit 
tvo fuch people are of one mind ! 

*' The world has' already determined^ 
^e match,, and, though without confent 
«f the pwtiesy you know one muft pay 
a due regard to the' opinion of the 
world — when it happens to be one's 
own; though, in affairs of this nature,, 
it generally decides, before the panies- 
thcmfelves know any thing of the macter.- 

" For my part, Lord Leifter Ihall' 

have my yea and amen, to take Lady 

L 3. Ghar- 
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Charlotte Villiers, for better, for worfe, 
as foon as he pleafes. She has long been 
a troublefome and vexatious companion 
to me i and that I have not Tooner got 
rid of her, has been none of my fault, 
as all the world can witnefs. — As I 
never yet could make her what I wiihed, 
and have little hope of a change from 
time, I have advifcd her to turn all 
.her thoughts towards a future ftate— 
' (N. B. I do not mean Heaven— you 
cannot miftake me fo farj neither do I 
at prcfent think of purgatory.)— And 
I|ftatter myfelf, that, when all connec- 
tion between her and I fhall ceafe, Lord 
Lexifier will find in his wife,' a more 
agreeable companion, a more docile pu- 
pil, a more fincere friend, and a more 
. amiable woman, than I have hitherta 
. found Jn Lady Charlotte ViUiers. 

*' Heavens, Louifa I is . it really pof- 

fible that the gay, yQung, beautiful Mifs 

Stanlej 
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Stanley is married to Lord Anfon? — 
I muft have mor« than newfpaper au- 
Aoritjrj- before I can credit fa mon- 
flxous, Co prepofterous an event, — A£- 
fuFcdty^ Louifa^ our fcx-hold it as part 
of their creed^. that marriage is eflcn- 
tlal ta falvation,. and that there is n^ 
place ia Heaven for old maids^ 

" That I may nor be behind-hand 
vith the world in congratulations, I 
&nd you a billet, fabricated in fuch a. 
manner as will neither do violence ta 
my friendAiip nor ingenuity y and' beg. 
you will convey it to her without delay* 

" NTadakt, 
" On this joyful and fingular occa^ 
fion, permit me to join the circle of 
your friends, in wlfhing diac your hap* 
pinefs may be greater than your merits 
and exceed even your moft fanguiner 
cxpeftadon. 

1 4. . ••Ihiw: 
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"1 have long entertained a high (pi- 
nion of your fenfe and prudence — ait 
opinion in which the whole world will 
readily acquiefce, now that you have pre- 
ferred your intereft to every other con- 
fidcralion. You judged ri^tly that 
;^ou was paft fifteen, the age of romance, 
and therefore love would have been fu- 
perfluous in your lift of marriage ar- 
ticle;. If there be ^ny virtue in feif- 
denial and mortification, you have laid 
in a ftock that will laft for life ; and if 
■ the confcioufnefe of virtue be its reward, 
your's muft be a rich one. — If. it. can 
add to happincfs like your's, to reign 
unrivalled, I will venture to prefage, 
that you will have no competitor for the 
poffeflion of your empire : Your lot will 
indeed be pngular, for your felicity will 
be uncnv'ied; nor will even the moft 
covetous or malicious fcpk to deprive 
you of it. 

I am, 
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" I am. Madam, with all that refpeft 
and cfteem due to merit, courage, andi 
fortitude like your's> 

Your TCry humble admirer^ 

ChaK-IOTTE VlLHEItS.''' 

Whilft Mifs Seyrnour was amufing: 
Uerfelf with her friend's letter iii the pa- 
vilion, a fcrvant haftily entered, and in- ■ 
formed her, that Lord Granville was 
faddenly taken ill, and his lady begged' 
to fee her immediately in his- apartment. . 
—Louifa entered -the rtjom in great - 
agitation, and was dreadfully alarmed,, 
on feeing Lord Granville,' pale and^ 
faint, fupportcd in the arms- of his af- 
Bifted wife, whofe countenance fuffi- 
ciently expreffed the terror' and ahguilh 
of her mind. He had compfaincd of 
ficknefs, whilft reading to her in the li- 
brary, and, immediately on reaching hisi^ 
1. 5^ ap,att-- 



I. Coo^^ic 



ijt INTERESTING KEMOtRS; 
apartment, fainted, away. Aftei; beieg^ 
fut t(vbcdi.L.ady: Granville reticed a few 
minutes, to ^ve vent to tbofe tears 
which flir couTd na longer reftrain, and. 
left Louifa fitting by the bed-fide. Na 
Jboner was Ihc gone, than Lord Gran^- 
Til!e> (^ening the curtain> made a mo- 
tion for LA«ifft to^ i^proach : She- didi 
£>} when,, taking hold of her hanf^. 
which he tenderly prefled. bcfween. his, 
** My dear Mifs Seymourj" faid hc» 
*' this it no time for ceremony or di& 
" guife— Lady Granville's diftrefs ovet- 
*' whelms mei. I cannot bear to add. ta> 
" her affliftion, by telling, her the truth.. 
" YoiJ-muft be to her a daughter i,—be- 
" liew me,, amiable Louifa,,! have long 
" loved you as fuch. — I have feen the: 
" growing teodfcnefs of Haftings, andl 
" I have feen i; with, pleafure ;7-yotu 
** arc worthy of each other. When he 
** return} to foUcit your hand^ let him 

"be 
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** he affured,. that his choice metwith> 
** my warmeft appro batioiv," 

The variety of ftrong and conQii^ing^ 
patlions which this dtfcourfe avakenedi 
in the bofom-p of Louifa,, deprived her 
for fome time of the power of utterance.- 
She knelt by the bedji and,, taking Lord< 
Granville's hand, which ihe kifled and' 
bathed with- ho" tears, " Livci oh. live,. 
** my Lord," cried flie, "to witncfS' 
"and confirm that happinefsyou have- 
" fo generoufly beftowed !" 

This tender fcene was interrupted by^' 
die entrance of Lady Granville, which» 
left I^tufa at liberty to retire, and com— 
gofe the perturbation -of her mind. - 

The anguilh of fulpenfe was- not: 

added to the exquiPite forrow of Lady.' 

Granville : Her hufband was feized withi 

another fie i r from which he. only reco---- 

L &j vcrcdl 
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vercd fo far, as to pray for bleflings on 
her and his fon> and take a laft tender 
farewel. He then, with eqqal fortitude 
and refignation, prepared to meet' his 
fate i which foon fucceeded, and de- 
prived his family and fociety of a life 
unfpeakably dear to the one, and highly 
■ valuable to the other. 

Providence has wifely conftitUted us. 
in fuch a manner, that the neccffary ex- 
ertion of the mind, in times of dilbrefs, 
feems to fupport the feeblenefs of the 
body;— but when the attention of the 
fbrmeris ho longer engaged, the powers- 
of the latter feel utterly erhauftcd.^ 
Thus it fared with Lady Granville.- 
AU the companionate tendernefs and 
fympathy of Louifa^ were unable to- 
fiipport her under the weight of this- 
unexpefted and dreadful blow. She- 
ftink for a while into the moft deplor- 
able melancholy ; from which fhc was 
3 only 
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only roufed by the moft dreadful appre- 
henfions on account of her fon, whonv 
her difordcred imagination reprefented 
as involved in dangers, languifhing in; 
ficknefs, or finking under, the ftrokc oC 
death. 

To amindthus, debilitlted, it was ins 
Tain to offer either the fuggeftions of' 
Kafon, or the confolations of religion.- 
touifa- contented herfelf with teftifying. 
the filent forrow and kind unremitting 
attentions of friendlhip — Alas I how 
feeble is reafon, oppofcd to feeling? 
Helther the convidion of the under- 
ftanding, nor the affent of the will to. 
t^ wifdom and reflitiide of the Divine 
difpenfations,- can calm the reftlefs de- 
fircs of the heart, fecure its peace, oir 
reitore it when loft. 

Haraffed perpetually with images of 
horror, and difpofed to lean for fupport 
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on her taft. remaining prop, L^dy Gran^- 
villc felt,, that, without the prdcnoe of 
her fon, Ihe could never enjpy one mo- 
ment's quiet- She- therefore wrote, to 
acquaint him with his misfortune,, and 
entreated his iinmediate return, that his 
tendernefs might at leaft alleviate the. 
affliftion' wliich his prefence alone could' 
enable her to fupport,. 

The letter found hhn at Rome; Ho 
hcGtatcd not a' moment about complyr 
ing with her requeft j but, in the mean 
time, difpatchcd tho following billet, td 
inform her of his. health and-fafety, and 
afiure her of that refpe& and affeftiom 
which, he wks confcious, became doubly^ 
due to 9 parent ia her fituation.. 
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^0 Lady GranvUlei 

— " I will not attempt painting, ttr 
my tenderly beloved parent, that gncf» 
of which her- own heart will' give her 
but too-juft an image-: T even fear iff 
add to your extreme a£Bi£tion, by the 
exprcffioni of my own. — The pleafures. . 
of memoryt the tendernefsof friendfliipj, 
above all. the confolations of religion^ 
are your's. Let them, dcareft MadamjK 
have, their full.inBuence.. 

"In the attentions and. fympathy of" 
Mifs Seymour,. yoU' will doubtlefs find. 
all the comfort, on this, occafion,. which> 
the balm of piiy can- pour into, the 
wounds of grief. Soon Iball rqf. dii-o 
teous cares be joined' with her's, to. 
foothe and"fupport youi at this-moft af- 
iifting period— Soon ihallyou be con- 
\dnced^ that it is the moft ardent defirar 
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of my heart, and (hall be the unremitting. 

ftudy of my life, to make you happy. 

** May God long preferve my dear 
mother, and reftore to her affeftionatc ■ 
bofom, her dutiful, affectionate, and'. 
Ijmpathifing fon„ 

Hastings,-" 



Exjrd'Haftlngs (fo we (hall continue* 
to call him), the moment he arrived in* 
' Paris, flew direftly to the Convent of 
St. Cire. In midft of thegloom which; 
grief for the lofs of his revered father 
occafioned, he faw certain gleams of" 
hope and joy appearing, which were toO' 
intimately connected with his happinefs,, v 
not to divide his feelings,, and influencc- 
hi& condud. 

Louifa received the following letter- 
from Adelaide, the day before he reach-- 
ed England:- ' 

" ft- 
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JTff M^i Seymour, 

" At lengthy xay beloved, my admir- 
able friend, your fingular and fuperior 
virtues arc going to meet with their juft 
reward: The amiable Hidings has this 
moment left me. He acquainted me 
with the death of his father; and, whilfl 
he expatiated on his worth and tender 
affection, the tear of filial piety artd for- 
row trembled in his eye, and forced its 
way down his manly check.' * 

** Why, my friend, flwuH men bluih 
to betray marks of that fenGbility they 
fo greatly admire in our fcx ? — However 
modeHcd by education, or reftrajned by 
cuftom, are not the leading features of 
the human mind the fame in all the 
human" fpecies ? — Let others applaud 
that ftoical firmnefs, for which men are 
more frequently indebted to conftitutio* 
thaa 
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than philofophyj I fhall always thinlb. 
his charafler the moft perfeA, who- 
naites fcnfibility with fortitude, and 
whofe heart is ever ready to correft the 
feverc ftriiflurcs which his judgment, is- 
ferced to make «n the conduct of qthers*^ 

** He ag^fn- introduced the fubjc£E of 
Rochelle : *• I koowi Madam,'' faid he„ 
** you have long been the bofom friend 
** of Mifs Seymour. May I prefume to- 
" aflc, whether there did not once fub- 
•• fiff a very tendfer attacHmcBt bctwcem 
•* her and the Count?" — " Indeed, my 
"Lord," faid I,, "'they are almoft en- 
" tire ftrangera to. eacK. other.."— **'Sood 
** Heavenat^' exclaimed hei.paflionateIy^ 
«* what am I to think?" — Then,, after 
a paufe, " It is in- vain,. Madam," con^ 
tinued he,. " to attempt concealing from 
" you the tender intereft my heart takes 
•* in every thing that concerns Mife 
^**'SGymour.r-Qh!. might. I,, confiftentlf 
*< wJthi 
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" with honouri with delicacy, entreat to 
". know, whether that gentle heart is fttll 
*' difengaged ?" — " My Lord," inter- 
rupted I, " this fubjeft is too tender to 
" be longer infilled upon." — " I confefa 
" it," replied he j "I implore your for- 
" givenefsi but furely the gentle Adc- 
" laide will pity the torment I fuffer 
*• from fufpenfe, and the dreadful dif- 
*< traftion andconfufioD of my thoughts: 
*' furely Ihc may fay, confidently even 
" with that facred friendftiip I revere, 
•* whether there be aay other attach- 
** ment ? — My wh(^c earthly happinefs 

** depends " I rofej and, retiring 

from the grate to hide my emotion, 
which almoft equalled his, ** If Mifa 
" Seymour, Sic," faid I, " has formed 
" any aJitachment, Lord Haftings can> 
*' not doubt that the objeft of her pre- 
" ference muft be fach a one as will 
** juftify her both to the world and her 
« own, heart." — After again conjuring 
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me to forgive a fault, which he feemM 
every moment in hazard of repeating^ h^ 
took his leave, telling me> that be hoped 
from my generofity a Ihare of that friend* 
iliip, which his behaviour would con- 
vince mc he could not cl^m fr6in mjr 
juftice. 

* *' Whilft you read this letter, my 
dcareft Louifa, I fee your delicacies all 
in arms, and your heart throbbing with, 
apprehenfion ; but what, my friend,' had 
you to fear from your Adelaide? Does 
not this heart refpeft every tender emo- 
tion of your's ? Am not I capable o£ 
guarding the meft facred of all depofitsy. 
the honour, the delicacy of a friend I 
Believe me, your's is not more fafc in; 
your own polfeflion than in mine. 

** All the happinefs I can now enjoy 

muft be derived from that of my friends ;, 

your'Sk I truft, will foon be complete r. 

I would 
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I would pray that it might be lafting, 
bat corred the vain prcfumptuous wifli, 
and refign the difpofal of your lot and 
piy own, to that wifdora which cannot 
«rr. 

" What confolation would it afford 
me, could I once more behold and con- 
verfe with you ! Perhapsj even in this 
region of forrow and difappoJntment, ■ 
this happincfs may yet await me } at 
leaft I will encourage the pleafing hope. 
— Hope> my Louifa, is the rcfrcihing 
cordial of life. Ah! how infupportable 
without it ! — Hope animates us in every 
purfuit, fuftains us under every trial i is 
our firft guide, and lateft friend. 

" Amidft all the vicilTitudes of this 

perplexing fcene, may that hope be ours, 

which will never deceive ! 

• ^* Adieu, beft and deareft of friends. 

Adelaide de St. Ckoix." 

The 
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The day after receiving this letter, 
I-Auifa arofe very early, and ftrove to 
attain fufficient compofure to meet L^ord 
Haftings, without betraying any of thofe 
violent emotions, with which her heart 
throbbed die moment Ihe thought of 
feeing him. Though fiie fat in the Oune 
room with Lady Granville, abfent and 
filent. She flatted at every little noifc, 
and fcemed perplexed how to anfwer the 
limplell queftion. The moment fiie 
heard a chaifc drive into the yard, her 
heart took the alarm, and ftie grew fo 
faint, that Ihe was obliged to retire into 
Lady Granville's dreffing-room. She 
heard Lord Haftings enter the apart- 
ment ihe had Juft quitted, and forgot 
her own feelings, to fympathife in thofc 
of the friends ihe loved. 

Though Lady Granville had fummon- 

cd her utmoft fortituJc to her aid, ihe 
could 
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■could not again behold her fon, without 
finking almoft under the violence of the 
-different paflions with which fhe was 
agitated.— His ibothing tendernefs at 
length compofed her fpirits j and, after 
the firft violence of their grief was abated. 
Lady Granville defired her fon to go and 
fetch Louifa. '* To the care and affec- 
" tion of the moft amiable of women,'' 
faid Ihe, *• you owe the prefervation of 
" your furviving parent j go, my Henry, 
" and acknowledge the obKgation." 

He entered the drefling-room, where 
Louifa was fitting, more dead than alivei 
but his own perturbation prevented hiih 
from difcovering her's. He approached, 
and taking hold of her hand, which h? 
prcffed to his lips, " How, Mifs Sey- 
" mour," faid he, ** O, how can I ex- 
" prefs my fenfe of your friendlhip and 
" tendernefs to the beft of Women ? 
*' May Heaven ■ repay you a thoufand 
"fold!" 
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** fold!" — " Indeed, my Lord," replied 
(he, " I muft be loft to gratitude, when 
** I feel any pleafurc eqtial to that of 
** giving comfort to Lady Granville I" — 
His eyes fufficiently fpotc the grateful 
fenfibility of his heart for Louifa's kind- 
nefs. He led her into his mother's 
apartment -, and through the veil of mo- 
deft referve, could not help flattering 
himfclf, that Louifa, at times, betrayed 
a joy on his return, and a fympathy in his 
fbrrows, more animated than even that 
to which friendfliip gives birth. 

The evening after Lord Haftings ar- 
rived, fhe receiveu the following letter 
from Lady Charlotte : 



To Mifs Seymour. 

" The very uncxpeftcd death of the 

eftimable Lord Granville, gave my father 

and-meunfpeakablc coDOcrni alTurehisaf- 

fliaed 
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flifted Lady of our moft cordial fympa- 
thy with her in her diftrefs. How happy 
is flie in the cares of my amiable friend! " 
—Ah, Louifa! If I miftake not, fhe 
■will foon have a title to claim them, oft 
the fcore of duty. — Heavens, Louifa ! 
what have I done ? — I am fo terrified 
and breathlefs, I can hardly tell you l 
Lord Leifter has Juft been here — popt 
upon me whilft finiihing the !&& fentence 
—laid violent hands on all my fcrupu- 
lofities — urged the necefficy of his fetting 

off immediately for fliirej — vowCd 

he would not go without me; — ungene- 
roufiy took advantage of my good hu- ' 
mour; — made me fifrear — no, I never 
fwear, but think and fay juft what he 

pleafed. And, to-morrow ! yes, 

Louifa, to-morrow, wind, tide, and my 
mind ferving, I quit the bleak and bar- 
ren fliore of Maidenland, and embark on 
the fca of Uncertainty, for the continent: 
Vol. IL K of 
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of Matrimony. As our courfe lies by 
the Cape of Good Hope, we have no 
certain , compa£s to fteer byj efpecially 
4S its variations of late have been many. 
Wc muft therefore truft to the ftrength 
of our veflel. 

" The profperous fate of former ad- 
venturers has induced us to explore fo- 
reign climes, in fearch, perhaps, of ima- 
ginary treafurcs. I confefs I have many 
fears ; I know Terra Incognita is a dan- 
gerous region to wander in ; and we have 
ieen many fettiements made there at great 
expcnce, that have proved hardly worth 
keeping. No more the foothing breezes 
of flattery Ihall waft my barge and fwell 
my fails ! 

*' Pray for me, Louifa, that I may be 

prefervcd from the Ibelves and. quick- 

fands of pride and jealoufy, that I may 

aeither fplit on the rocks of imprudence, 

2 be 
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be la&ed by the waves of ccnfure, nor 
«hilled with the cold blafts of indiffe- 
rence j that I may never be tempted by 
my enemies to traffic in contraband 
goods J but exchanging largely in the 
article affedtion, in lieu of gentle offices, 
I may have frequent returns of gratitude 
■and lovei that without crowding my 
fails, or expecting to reach the Happy 
Iflands, while tc^ on the waves of Time, 
I m^y fuflrer its tide to convey me gently 
into the quiet haven of Content. 

*' You have long fuipeScd a change 
in my fentiments, and a rival in my heart, 
I will not pretend to deny the fafl:: they 
have^ indeed, undergone a total revola- 
tion, as you muft fuppofc, when, after 
fo many profeffions of never-ending 
friendfhip, I am going* for the fake of a 
newer favourite, to bid you for ever 
adieu., .and aiTure you, that this is the. 
Very laft letter you will receive from 

Charlotte Yillibrs." 

K 2 'To 

u,o,i,-f-n,GaDgic 



196 INTERESTING MEMOIRS. 



?*o Lady Charlotte Villiers, 

" Madam, 
" Had I been difpofed to doubt the 
report of your marriage, and lofs of my 
lace amiable friend Lady Charlotte Vil- 
liers in the gulph of matrimony, the 
altered ftyle of your laft letter would 
have furnilhed inconteftible proof of 
both ; and of your refolution, agreeably 
to the praftice of all ladies, of fqueez- 
ifig every amicable attachment to death 
in ydur wedding-ring- 

** Permit me. Madam, In regard of 
our former friendihip, to wifli you all 
that happinefs which a ftate of fubjec- 
tion can admit of. You have formed 
fetters for yourfelf j and, however irk- 
fome or intolerable the bondage, muft 
now for life fubmit to wear them : ■ -That 
they may fit eafier on you than on many 
of 
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of your cotemporaries, is my finccre 
wilh ; and that, however galled by 
them, you may never imprudently at- 
tempt to ftiake them off, my fcrious ad- 
vice. But, to change the metaphor- 
tired of the future limited fphere of your 
aftivity, but ill calculated for a belle of 
your magnitude j impelled by the cen- 
trifugal force of matrimonial authority, 
and attrafted by the influences of gaiety 
and fplendour, {hould you at length in- 
cline to fly off at a tangent, then Hea- 
ven pity you! — for, however fond of 
liberty, 'you imuft abfolutely fubmit to 
be ruled, impelled, and diredted by fu- 
perior power, elfe you will infallibly be 
fwallowed up by the vortex of law, and' 
at laft fuffer a total eclipfe. Then, 
though you may continue to exift, you 
can no longer hope to ihine, nor be, as 
now, the brighteft ftar of all our lower 
hemifphere. 
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" As my learning has not feen the 
light thefe ten years, no wonder if it 
i^uires rubbing up. 

*< Let me quit this unnatural jargon, 
the labour of the head] and addrefs you ' 
' as ufual, in the flowing language of the 
heart. I hope foon to offer Lord Lcifter 
the fame good wilhes. Aflure yourielf 
then, my dear Lady Charlotte, that 
among all the numerous circle of your 
friends, you have not one more finccre 
. and a&e£Uonate, or who more cordially 
fliares in your prefcnt happinefs, and ar- 
dently prays for its continuance, than 
Your's, 
With inviolable attachment, 

Louisa SaYMOon." 

Enuring a week that Lord HaAings 
and Mifs Seymour hardly ever quitted 
Lady Granville's apartment, in fpice of 
fincere regret for one parent,, and anxi- 
ous 
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ous folicitude about the o^ther. Lord 
Haftings taited a fatisfadion fo plcafant, 
as often baniftied every inquietude from 
his mind. The placid hours they no* 
fpent togetherj recalled the memory of 
thofe which he efteemed the moft va- 
luable of his life ; and though unable 
to account for Grammont's letter, which 
iirfl: made him unhappy^ he faw> with 
real pleafure, that Louifa was no longer 
fo, and Ihared in her reftored tranquil- 
lity. She often feemed penfivt, but 
never gloomy j and though her maoner 
to him was reftrved, it was the refervc 
:of good- breeding, rather than indif- 
ference. 

To Mr. Beau/ert* 

** My heart feels, and gratefully ac- 
knowledges, the (hare you take in my 
forrow, on account of the lofs of the 
■wtffthieft of friends, and moft ind-algent 
K 4 of 

...Cooyk 



300 INTERESTING MEMOIRS, 
of fathers. I have hardly yet had leU 
fure to feel the weight of my misfor- 
tune; My affeftionate and afflidted mo- 
ther demands my conftant care. But 
oh, Beaufort ! when I retire to my apart- 
ment, and recal the idea of my revered 
parent, a crowd trf" tender recolleftions 
prefs on my foul, and almoft overwhelni 
it with forrow ! — Be it our care who fu^- 
vive, by treading in his fteps, to cepairj 
in fome meafure, the. injury focicty hai 
fuftained, by the lofs of fo refpcdablc 
and Valuable a member. 

" I found my mother in a 'very weak 
Hate of health and fpirits. Louiia, the ' 
amiable, the enchanting Louifa, is, if 
poflibie, more beautiful, more engaging 
than ever. That air of fober fadneft 
which the late melancholy incident has 
imprefled on her features, gives them an 
expreffion of tendernefs which melts the 
very foul. Mine is Aill held in painful 
J fufpenfci 
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fufpcnfe J ftill am I torturflti with thofc 
perplexing doubts and fears, to which it» 
gives rife. 

** Sometimes I fondly flatter myfelf, 
that through the timid and modelt re- 
ferve of the moft amiable of women, 
I can fee fome fparks of that peculiar 
tendernefs, with which I ardently wifti 
to infpire her. O, Beaufort ! at thefc 
moments, my heart throbs with unut- 
terable tranfport! — ^At other times there 
is a caution, a timidity, a reftraint in 
her manner, that blafts every bud of 
hope, and overwhelms me with dcjcft- 
ing melancholy ! 

'* A thoufand times a-day, I refolve 
to fpeak my fentiments to Louifa, and, 
if poQible, difcover her's. But the fear 
of offending, the dread of difgufting, 
the apprehenfion of lofing her friend- 
ftiip by foliciting her lo vejft iU with- 
lioldsme. /^^ 

- K 5 Umi)w I met 
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*< I met vth an incident to-day which 

,iia3 ftrangely per^dexed me. On riding 
flowty down the lane that leads to the 

..Caftle, I faw a clean, decent looking 
woman, ftanding at the door of a cot- 
tage, with an infant in her arms, whofe 
feanim fo ftrongly refembled the un- 
happy Talbot, that I had the curiofity 
. to ftop my horfe, and inquire to whom 
the child belonged. The woman look- 
ed furprifed at the queftion, and, upon 
my repeating it, " Indeed, pleafe your 
** honour," faid ihe, " that is more dian 
'** I can tell ; but I'm fure, whoever my 
" little Sally belongs to need not be 
*• afhamed to own her, for your honour 
'*• will not fee a ftouter child in a fum- 
" mer's day ; but for that matter, (he is 
" cared for by the beft gentry in all the 
** country, though 1 fay it that fliould 
** not." — My firft fufpicion was now 
confirmed j but what was my aftonilh- 

• ment, when fiic thus proceeded : ** May- 
"hap,. 
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" hapj ^our honour is ^oing to the 
** Caftle ? — If fo, you will fee there, the 
** beft friend my poor baby has in this 
** world."—*' flow, nurfe," demanded 
I, " is it Lady GranTille that befriends 
" your child lb much ?" — ** No, no, 
" Sir," replied (he ; *• I believe as how 
" Lady Granville is a very good lady, 
'* and very kind to the poorj but it is ' 
" young Mifs Seymour, an' pleafe you, 
" that is fo kind to me and my fweec 

" little poppet." -The arrival of her 

hulband, and feme goffips, put an end 
to this curious dialogue. 

" To find a child of Talbot's here, 
deferted and difowned, is by no means 
furprifing i but how Mifs Seymour , 
Ihould be particularly interefted in the 
care of fuch a child, is an enigma I 
cannot unriddle. — I fancy, however, 
«pon furrtier acquaintance, I may pre- 
vail on honeft nurfe to ipeafc out. If 
K 6 ' Ihc 
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fhe is enjoined fecrccy, I ftiould deteft 
myfelf, could I bribe her to betray her 
truft J 'but if prudence alone occafions 
her caution, that watchful dame may be 
caught napping, and nurfe open her lips 
(It, the fight of all-prevailing gold.—' 
Adieu. 

I apOj in much fincerity> 
Your's, 

Granville." 

ffe Mijs Seymeur, 

" It is with much truth I have for- 
merly affirmed, that when we confider 
the fliortnefs of human life, Louifa', re- 
lignation fcarpe feems a virtue. Inftead 
of looking back with criminal and un-: 
Bvaiitng forrow, on account of thofe 
gone before us, we ought to look for- 
ward and rejoice, becaufe we are fo fooi) 
to follow — Yet a few years, and the for- 
» rowful 
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row&jl fliall reft in fitence with them 
they deplorti — yet a few years, and all 
' the griefs, and cares, and inquietudes, 
that difturb the fhort hour of life, and 
poifon its enjoyments, Iball be as no- 
thing ! . 

** Again they have brought me here, 
to try the effefts of my native air, in 
reftoring an exhaufted and feeble confti- 
tution. But my difeafe is feated in my 
heart, and is without remedy ! 

" Let not this affllft my gentle friend j 
let it rather bring her comfort to hear, 
that the hour of my releafe _is^faft, ap- 
proaching, and that I am about to re~ 
ccive my reward, before, bearing the 
burden and heat of the day. — We -have 
been long feparated from each other : 
Where is the difference, Louifa, whe- 
ther we arc divided by Teas and moun- 
t^ns — or, by the grave ? 77 Yes, my -loved 
friend. 
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Iriendy there is a great, an ef^ntial dif- 
ference ! — Whilft feparated by diftance, 
wc are continually harafled witK fear 
and anxiety, on account of each other; 
but no fooner does the grave receive 
thofe we lovci than all our refUcfs in- 
quietudes end. 

** In proportion as earth and its con- 
cerns recede from view, the grand, the 
folemti fcenes on which we are about to 
enter, come forward to cheer and fup- 
port the mind lindcr the decays of na- 
ture. Let thefe have due influence on 
your's, ftiould Heaven, fee good to re- 
move from you the friend you have long 
loved i and havirig improved to our ad- 
vancement in piety and virtue-on earth, 
the moft tender and lafting attachment, 
let us confide in our beneficent Creator, 
that he will admit us to perfeft, in the 
fociety of the blefled, a friendlhip which 
here is Hable to be impaired^ may be 
intcr- 
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interrupted, and m'uft cue day iuSa 
di£blutioa. 

*• We are all prone, Louifa, » for- 
get our prcfent is a ftatc of difcipline, 
and regard the bleffings we poflefs, not 
as the gifts of a boyntifiil Bencfaftor, 
which he is at liberty to refume at plca- 
fure, "but as an inheritance, to which we 
have an indefcaf]|)Ie right. It is necef- 
fary that we fhoiHd frequently be re- 
minded of our abfolute dependence on 
God, and be brought back to him, by 
feeling that all befides is vain, unfatif- 
fying, and evanelccnt. 

" No one can properly affent to this 
truth, that has never loft a friend. That 
flroke, which loofcns our deareft tie to 
earth, forms alfo, as it were, new attrac- 
tions for us in Heaven. Thither, my 
beloved friend, let us direct the current 
of our heart's beft a&dions ; There 
alone, 
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alone, the immortal defircs of the foul 
will find fuitable and permanent objeft*. 

"Adieu, dcareft Louifa, .adieu. If 
we meet no. more here, we Ihall here- 
after. 

Adelaide de St, Croix." 



The grief this letter occafioned in the 
gende heart of Louifa was too great 
not to make a corrcfpondent impreflion 
on her features. This was immediately 
difcovered by Lord Haftings, who anxi- 
oafly inquired the caufe ; and, by the 
lively intercft he took in her forrow, 
infenfibly lefiened its violence. It fup- 
plied him alfo with many pretences for 
converfing with Louifa alone (who wifti- 
cd to conceal every depreffing circum- 
ftance from Lady Granville), and gave 
room for fuch melting cxpreffions of 



pity, 



as bore a near refemblance to cx- 



preffions of love. 
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One morning, after a very reftJefa 
night. Lady Granville, feeling herfelf 
drowfy, defired-Lord Haftings to ride 
out, as the weather was remarkably fine, 
and leave her to the care of Louifa, 
•' who, I know," faid (he, with a look 
. of complacencyt " prefers my eafe to 
" her own, and will kindly read me to 
" fleep." This propofal was readily 
embraced by Mifs Seymour j but Lord 
Haftings expreffed great reluftance to 
leaving his ipother. In reality, though 
there never was a more attentive or af- 
feftionate fon, the prefence and con- 
verfation of Mifs Seymour were now 
become fo effential to his enjoyment, 
that he could find no pleafure in any 
amufcment in which fhe did not par- 
take. 

He was fcarcely gone, when Lady 
Granville expreffed great anxiety to know 
what horfe he rodej and on being in- 
formed 

u,o,i,-f-n,GaDgic 



«io INTERESTING MEMOIRS, 
formed that it was one he had lattl^ 
purchafcd, grew extremely uneafyj tell- 
ing Louifaj that though he had carefully 
concealed It from her, ihe had learnt, 
by accident, that this new favourite was 
very eafily ftartled, and had aftually 
thrown Lord Haftings fome time ago. 
Louifa faid every thing to quiet the fears 
of his anxious mother, and continued to 
read, till Ihe perceived llie had dropped 
afleep. Her apprehenfions were not fo 
eafily lulled: She ftole foftly down to 
the garden, and, cro0ing a fmali pad- 
dock adjoining to it, walked llowly up 
the lane, from whence fhe had a view of 
the high road. She had not continued 
her walk many minutes, when Ihe dif- 
covered two men on horfeback at a 
diftancei and fuppofing them to be 
Ijord Haftings and his fervant, turned 
Itaftily back, to regain the paddock be- 
fore he Aould obferve her. It was too 
late, however, to t0c& her purpofc j— 
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on altering the lane, L<ord Haftings iof 
ftantly difcovered herj and alarmed on 
iedng her there alone, without her hat 
and cloak, clapped fpurs to his horfe, 
and peached the paddock at the very 
nuwnent Ihe arrived there. The flutter 
tff her fpirirs gave fuch a tremor to her 
hgnd, that Ihe made a confiderable noile 
in opening tiie gate ; which ilartling the 
•horfe, made him fpring to the oppofite 
fide of- the FOad — and, in attempting to 
fave himfelf from fatlmg, Lord Haft- 
ings fprained his arm in fjo violent a 
manner, that it was with difficulty he 
could difinouat. 

*• After charging the fcrvant to take 
nojiotice of this accident at the Caftlc, 
and fending him away with the horfes* 
he followed Louifa into the paddock, 
who ftood pale and trembling, fupport- 
ing herfcjf tigainft a tree. — She eagert^r 
inE^uired after his ami, and exprefled the 
fincercft 
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fincereft regret, on account of having 
been the caufe of his accident: " For 
" Heaven's fake, my Lord," faid _ihe, 
*• let me entreat you never again to 
" mount that horfe, which has already 
*' almoft coft: you your life." — Taking 
hold of her hand, which he kilTed with 
a look of grateful acknowledgment, he 
exprefled -much furprife at her know- 
ledge of the circumftance of his former 
danger, as well as at her walking in the 
lane in that drefs, without any attend- 
ant. In a moment, her face and neck, 
were covered with blufhcs : The impro- 
priety of this circumftance, which ftrongly 
"betrayed the anxious and difturbcd ftate 
of her mind, had never once occurred to 
her. She paufed— Ihe hefitated — and 
was utterly at a lofs how to reply. Lord 
Haftings perceived her embarraffmencj 
and, preffing her hand to his throbbing 
bofom, " Why — why, deareft Mifs Sey- 
" mour," faid he, with a look that 
- - pierced 
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pierced her to the foulj " fliould you be 
" fo concerned about preferving a life 
"which is of fo little value to the pof- 
"feffor?" — " Surely, my Lord," re- 
plied fhe, '* you cannot mean what you 
" fay ? You muft know that yoar life is 

" of Value to all who " The ear- 

neftnefs with which Lord Haftings gazed 
■on Louifa whilft flic fpoke, fo greatly 
difconcerted her, that flie flopped fliort, 
afraid that flic bad already faid too 
much. " Ah, Mifs Seymour," fatd he, 
in a tender and foftened voice, " could 
" I flatter myfelf that my life was of 
'* confequence to one, I would then know 
** how much to value it." — Louifa's per- 
plexity and confufion increafed fo much, 
that flic turned towards the houfe, and, 
muttering fomething about Lady Gran- 
ville ;being alone, left Lord Haftings, 
without knowing what flie did. 

He 
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He ftood fome minutes, fixed to the 
fpot: He repeated every word Louifa 
had uttered — he reflected on the circum- 
ftance of her walking out alone towards 
the roadj after having heard of his dan- 
ger — and above all, on the tender foU- 
citude'flie Ihewed for his fafetyj and 
then wondered at his own blindncis to 
fo many proofs of her preference — and 
preiently reflcfting on her former infen- 
fibility to fo many marks of his, on the 
letter of Grammont, and confequcnt 
depreffion of her fpirits, with that dif- 
fidence which ever accompanies genuine 
and refpeftfol love — he attributed aU 
that had paffed, to the gentle and cora- 
paflionate temper of Louifa,whofe heart, 
he Hill feared, was infenfible to the ar- 
dent affection of his. 

He had bewildered himfclf fo long 
with thcfe various coojcftures, that he ' 
appeared quite abfent on entering Lady 
Gran- 
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Granville's apartment ; who, -without 
knowing what had pafled, conjured him 
never again to ride the horfe above-men- 
tioned, and added, " though you kindly 
** concealed the accident from me, I wa$ 
" telling Louifa, juft after you left us, 
" that I was not ignorant of the danger 
" you had incurred, by riding this un- 
'* ruly favourite of your's." — Lord Haft- 
ings turned his eyes on Louifa, who was 
overwhelmed with confufion at this 
unexpefled piece of information } and 
which was rather increafed by his re- 
plying* " I Ihould indeed be the molt 
*' ungrateful of human beings, could I 
".knowingly give one moment's pain 
** to thofe who fo kindly intereft them- 
" felves in my fafety." 

As it was evident Mifs Seymour had 

made no mention of his late accident, 

he chqfe likewife to be filent on the 

fubjcft. A thoufand little attentive 

cares 
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Cares on the pare of Louifa, fhewed that 
. it had made a deep imprcflion on her 
mind. The psun he felt from the arm, 
which, for feveral days, he could not 
ufe, it was not always in his power to 
conceal ; and the reftraint impoled on 
Louifa, by the prefence of Lady Gran- 
ville, only redoubled the earneftnefs of 
her inquiries, and tendernefs of her fym- 
pathy, when, for a momcnti fhe found 
an opportunity of feeing him alone. 

The converfation of two ami able' yoitng - 
people, in whom her heart took the moft 
tender intereft, infenfibly diflipated the 
gloom, with which the death of Lord 
Granville at firft overwhelmed his affec- 
tionate wife : And though Lord Haft- " 
ings received, with cxquiiite delight, the 
unguarded expreflions of compaffion, 
under which were concealed the tender, 
artlefs effufions of love, he did' not 
chufe, by too animated returns of gra- 
titude 
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Kcacy of Louifa, <»- increafe her caution 
with refped to thofe cftchanting proofs 
of her tcnderncfs, of which his glovring' 
heart felt the full value. 

One day Lady Granville p'rbpbicd 
trying to walk in the garden, for the 
benefit of air and excrcite. This, with 
the help of Loiiifa and her Ion, (he ac- 
compliflied *ich tolerat)le eafe ; and," 
after having retired fomc time in the 
pavillion, felt her fpirits fo revived with 
the beautiful' fcene around her, that Ihe 
■vfandered down the field at the' botroin 
of the galden: Juft as they had feated 
themfclves oh the bench, they obferved 
a woman, With a lovely infant in her 
arms, both remarkably clean, palling 
through the field ; who, on feeing them, 
quickened her pace, as if afraid of being 
challenged. Lady Granville, who was'' 

Vol. II. L extremely 
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extremely toad of childreiv called her: 
The poor woman approached ; uid, ob 
feeing Mifi Seymo«r> looked extremely 
difconcated. *' I humbly beg your 
*• La'fhip's pardon," faid Ihc (addrcff- 
ing herfelf to Lotiira> without minding 
Lady Granville, who was wholly en- 
gaged admiring the beauty of the child): 
** I confrfs I ought not to have prcfum- 
" ed for to come fo near tiie Caftle, after 
" your La'ihip's exprefs orders to the 
** contrary ; but this being a holiday at 
" Farmer Gibbon"'s, we were all goffip- 
** ping there, and I waited to try and 
" bring my hufband along with m'ej for 
" John, poor man, does like Farmer 
" Gibbon's ale with all his heart, that 
" he does. An' fo, pleafe your La'fliip, 
*' being rather late abroad with my little 
** Sally, I was taking the neareft way 
*'homei but if your La'ftiip is angry 
** with mej I will never do fo no more." 
, , ■ During 
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During ffiis harangue, the little in- 
iafltj caftm^ fts tyes on Louifa, fcream- 
ed With joy, andftretched out its arms 
(0 embrace her, which greatly increafed 
her confufion. ** I proteft. Madam," 
faid nuf ft, with tears of joy in her eyes, 
" the little hufley knows your La'ihip j 
<• butjiowoadferi"— LordHaftingstook 
the child from her, to reach it to Louifa, . 
and, kifling it, placed it, on his knee : 
" I fear, nurie," faid he, " I {hall make 
«* but an awkward 6gurei.but if I am 
** not miftaken, here -is a lady," turning 
to. Louifa, " better accuftomed to the . 
" office." — The Infant clafped her round 
the neck ; and though its innocent ca- 
relTcs, at any other time, would have 
given her delight, at prefent they only, 
heightened her bluflies, and increafed 
her embarraffment. — " Why, nurfe," 
faid Lady Granville, " you and Mifs 
"Seymour feeth to be old acquaint- 
" ance i" — ", Ah, Madam," replied tSe 
L 2 fimple 
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iiinple cottager, " if I durft fpcak, I 
"could tell your La'Diip-'Xuch- ftoriea 
** about her goodnefs ! She U the very 
** bcft, friend I have in the world, God 
*' blcfs her!" — " Pray, is this your own 
*' child ?" demajidcd Lady Granville.— 
*.' No, plcafe your La'fliip j but," with 
a very fignificant ihrug, " your La'fliip 
" muft aDc me no more queftions." 

Here L/iuifa arofe, and, under pre- ; 
tence of care about the child's health, 
difmi'fled nijrfi and her little charge. — 
It is impofiible to defcribe the coofu- 
fion and agitation into which She was 
thrown, by this unexpcfted rencounter. 
No fooner was fhe feated, than Lady 
Granville faid, with a fmile, •' My dear 
" Louifa, you did not ufe to conceal 
*^ any of your 'pleafurcs from mc; — 
" pray, when did you come poffcfled of 
" this little treafure ?" — " Indeed, Ma- 
" dam," anfwcrcd Louifa, with a deep 
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figli, ** if the knowledge of this child 
" could haVe yielded you any fatisfac- 
" tion, you fliould long fiiice have been 
" made acquaihtcd with it: But it is a 
" poor BnfbrtunaM babe, who has no 
•* one to care for it."— " Whatever may 
" have been its misfortunes," faid Lord 
Haftings^ " it furely m^y now be ac- 
•• counted happy, jii having fo kind, fo 
" compaflionacc a proteftrefs." 

By this time they reached the Caftle, 
and Lady Granville perceiving, from 
the embarraffmcnt of Louifa's manner, 
that there was fomcthing myfterious in 
the hiftory of the child, which Ihe did 
not with to communicate, allowed the 
fubjei5t to drop. 

Next day,, hoirevcr, on their being left 

alone, Ihe gave Lady Granville a full 

account of th_e affair, and ended her nar- 

, rative with faying, " I fhould certainly 

L 3 " have 
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" have entreated your Ladyftiip's pro^ 
" te£tion for this helplefs innocent^ had 
" I not known, that by becombg an ob- 
" je& "of your attentippi, people would 
*' have been led to inquire into the cir- 
" cumftancca of her birth, which both 
*' honour and hupianity prompted me 
" to conceal i befides, obfcuricy is furely 
■" the moft proper fituation for one born 
' " under fuch unfortunate circumftancea. 
" I was often tempted to reveal the ftory 
«• of its unhappy mother, at a time when 
«« your Ladyfhip's humanity might have 
" afforded her relief i hut the earneftr 
** nefs with which flie conjured me to 
•• conceal her error from the world, 
" withheld me t together with my being 
" perfuadcd, that the bcft' fecurity for 
•* the future good conduft of fuch an ■ 
** unfortunate wapderer, is the convic- 
. " tion, that it is ftililn their power, not 
** only to return to virtuej but to pre- 
•• fervC feptrtatioii." 

Lady 
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Lady GranvtAe highly ^^plauded Lou- 
Uk's c^du^ iff l^is vhole affair i and 
could not hrip" exprefllng her admira- 
non of (6 much prudeace, difpUycd at 
fo early aa age. ; " 

I/)Ed Haftingft now felt his* eunafity 
' to know the hiftory of the child, re- 
doubled by the. fcene of the preceding 
evening i accordingly he Walked, ouc 
early in rite morning, and, on reaching 
the cottage, began to repeat the fam6 
queftiona he had formerly put to the 
fiurfe r " You tell me," fays be» « chat 
** this child is none of yooT ovn V biit 
■♦ fiirely, nurfc, you muft know td^wKiitt . 
" it belongs?" — " Indeed, that-I don't," 
anfveredflie} **and if I did, Idurft'nOt 
•* ttll'yoor honour, becaufe the fsaeet 
t< yonng : lady ~ ac the Gaftte ttrodg^vlt 
^ me. nine nuuit^is ago, and'told tnc iliit 
f its father was gone* in forelgti paints; 
** and it had not one Ibul livii^ to car6 
L 4 ** for 
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*' for'iti— but ft>fc I ,amj the mothet 
"that bore hifr, could not love my little 
^^Sally better than- file does J for j if your 
5* honouf will believe me, when the little 
" poppet crows and laughs in her arms, 
•* ihe weeps fait tears when fhe looks at 
** it." — " But* why don't you bring this 
" fwect child t9 .vifu ,Mifs Seymour at 
"the Caille?" demanded Lord Haft- 
ings.—* " Why, it. does fcem a Httle 
*' fttange, to be fure, that fo humble 
." and fwcet, and.good-naitured a young 
f lady ^lould forjpid me to bring the 
*' child, tp the Caftie, when good Lady 
"iGrapyiU^ feeriia fp fond of hcrj and 
f^ibe. is fo handfome, that (be n)ight: ap- 
" pear before the: beft lady in Chriften- 
" dom." — " Pray, when did you become 
"acquainted with Mifs Seymour ?" faid 
lijotd Haftings.f—'** Oh,.,] {ballremem- 
ff.bcr the. time as long as I livey and 
f* longer too, if I could," anfwcred fhe: 
« It was, plcafe your hpnoor, when my 
« poor 
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*' poor dear Nancy, who is now in Hea- 
** ven, died, that Mifs Seymour firft 
'* met me, when I was walking in the 
'* field, and weeping befide a hut the 
•' child had raifed with a few ftones, and 
" called it her dra*ing-room : The wind 
** had thrown it down, and it was lying 
" a heap of nibbifh, and put me fo in 
•* mind of my poor Nancy, that it had 
f' almoft broke- my heart. When I re- 
" turned home, I was tSken with the 
** fame fever; and, would your honour 
** believe it, ' that good - angel — for if 
** there's one in, Heaven, (he is — came 
" twice every day to fee me, and gave 
f' me all the fluff the 'potecary fent mc 
" with her own hand, and brought mc 
" fruit, and gave, me, money to pay bis 
" bill, and everything I wanted, till I 
" got pure well again.". 

The countenance of L.ord Haftings 

underwent many changes during the 

L. 5 courfe 
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courf? of this converfation. Having 
giveti the good woman a guinea, and 
charged her to. be kind to the child, he 
returned to the Caftlc ; but his curiofity 
was raihcf incrcafed than dieiiniihed by 
his interview with the nurfe. 

The moment he entered his mother's 
apartment, finding her alpne> he intrOf 
dgced.the ilibjeft; of the child. She 
ga^ve hifn, a minute detail of all the 
circumftances Mil's Seymour had relat- 
ed concerning, the unfortunate Sally; 
and he fek hrs'admiratioh of, her in- 
crcafe^j by every new light in which 
they placed her exalted charajfter. — His 
mother, who watched every look and 
word whkhexprefled a paffion flie wifli- 
cd to confirm,, joined c«rdially in the 
praifcs he a thoufand times repeated, 
of the Angular prudence and delicacy of 
the generous afid poble-minded Louiia. 

Thac 
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That eYCtuag X^ady Granr^le re- 
marked that Louifa looked Trery palej 
and the weather helog remarkably fin?, 
defired Lord HafHogs to take her out. 
to walk: " Tou forget yoyr own h^kb, 
" Louifa," faid fiw, " in your cohcorn 
" about me j . but fcmnnbcr, my lore," 
flie added, with a look of die moft ten- 
der folickude, *' that, next to that of 
'* Haftings, on your fafety my future 
<acomfort depend^." 

They pafled through Uie garden, and- 
wandered down the field, which waa fra- 
grant with the new-mown hay^ . T/io 
ftillnefs of the air, the ferenc face of the 
iky, and the wild notes of a thrufli from 
the neighbouring wood, were perfeifUir 
in harmony with their fedihgs. — W!hen^ 
tfaey reached the bendh,. the iun being 
very hot, aiid Loui&, looking tired. 
Lord Hafiings reqaefted herto Ht down. 
They did fo} when, Suddenly recoiled 
L 6 ing 



I. Coo^^ic 



ta liftBRBSTING MEMOIR?. 
ing' the chcumftance of finding the let- 
ter there, he became filent and thought- 
ful — he fighedheayilyr caft his eyes on- 
the ground, and fcecned buried in his- 
4>wn refie&iona. ' Ijoiiifa,. whofe foul vi- 
brated to" every ehiotion of his, foon 
caught iheinfeftiousmelahcholy. Their 
mutuftl filence became every moment 
more embarraffing.— At kft, looking 
lip, and fi!Xing his eyes on Louifa, with 
a refpeftful and timid air, " O, MMs 
** Seymour," faid he, " may I prefume 
*• to hope, from the prefenc ferenity of 
** yotlr mind, that all obftactes to your 
*■ felicity, are at laft retnoved ?" 

■ The corifcibus heart of Louifa took 
the alarm at the tirftword of this fpeech; 
flie became pale as. death, and trembled 
fo violently, that Lord Haftings was 
obliged to fupport hierin his arms. 
Afi-ud of her feinting, he haftily endea- 
voured to unlove her: cloak, to give her 
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air ; bat, in hU agitation, caught holdi 
at the fame time of the ftring of pearls' 
by which his pifture- was hung, and- 
pulling the cloak away, the firing broke, 
and thepifture, together with the lockit, 
fell to the ground. He ftooped to take ir 
up ; but how incxpreflible was his afto- 
nifhrewnt, on difcovering that it washis 
own ! — " Powerful Heaven V cried he,- 
** can I credit my fenfes ! — I-ouifa,' my 
" adored Louifa ! is it polllble ? Was it- 
" on this lifclefs image 1 faw thee be- 
" ftow thy precious tears ?" — He had. 
time for no more. — During a few mo- 
ments the face and neck of Mi/s Scy-, 
mour were covered with bluHies ; again, 
her countenance became pale, her head, 
dropped on his fhoolder, and fhe con- 
tinued for fevcral m'lnutes without fcnfc 
or motion. . 

The fituation of Lord H^ftings al- 

moft. equalled her ownj but far other 

were 
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«ere his feeing) vhen he Caw her rft* 
turn to life. He preffed htr.to his bo- 
fem> which thwbhed with, ununerablc 
tranfporc > and ^ain fixing his «yes on 
her averted face, " Tell me, Louifa," 
faid he, " O tell me, do I not dream ^ 
" Dare I hope— can I believe that I am^ 
" belo»edf"— r" Oh, Haftings.!" file re- 
plied, " how can you doubt it ?" 

The moft tender, delightful, intereft- 
itig converfation now enfued. The let- 
ter of Grammont, the fchemes of Lord 
Granville, the efnbatraffirtg fituation of 
JLouift, and the ill-grounded jealoufies 
of Lord Haftings, led to fuch a variety" 
of tender and affeding explanations, that' 
,thefe happy lovers forgot the hours j nor 
knew that they had fpent more than two 
together, till they faw a fervant coming 
down the field in fearch of them. 

■ With the affiftaHCCGf Lord Haftings's 
arm, Lowfst reached the Caftle ; but her 
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emotion was ftill fo Tifible, th»t Lady 
Granville inftaatly obferved it : " Hen- 
*' ry," Cud flie, *• you have certainly 
" walked too far ; Louifa looks quite 
" exhaufled — I will never again entruH 
" you with my daughter."^—** Indeed, 
*' my deareft mothei;," faid. he, taking, 
hold of her hand> wh^ch he prefl^d be- 
tween hisj " you muft beftow her oo- 
*' me yourfclf— you muft entroft her to 
" me for ever." 

Louifa was ftill fo greatly agitated, 
that ihc was Unable to liften to this ex- 
planation : She retired, therefore, into 
Lady Granville's dreffing-room, whiift 
Lord Haftings repeated to her alt that 
had p^Ied. Could his happinefs have 
admitted of any increafe, it would have 
been augmented by the " Warmth and 
tendcmisfs of his mother's approba- 
tion. ' 

"She 
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She arofe, and, on entenng the drtC- 
fing-room, " Now, now, my Louifa," 
cried flit, ckfping her to her bofom,, 
" you are indeed my daughter!" Then 
joining her hand with that of Lord Haft- 
ings, who had followed her, " May 
** Heaven for ever blefs my children," 
faid Ihe, " and that God who made 
" them virtuous, make them corn- 
"pleiely happy!'* 

, The .happinefa of this amiable pafr 
was now, indeed, as exquiHte and un- 
mixed as any which the moil glowing 
imagination could reprelent. The late 
agitated ftate of their n^inds rendered 
the calm which now fucceeded it, pecu- 
liarly delightful. — Their- felicity, how- 
ever, was chaftened at times by their 
anxiety about Lady Grauvillc,, whofe 
health had not yet recovered the dread- 
ful Ihock it fuliained by the death of 
her hulband. 

None 
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None more finccrcly partook in their 
Iranfports than the generous Lady Lei- 
fter, who wasthen at thtf 'Carl's feat in 
in ^fhirc} and whom Loutfa imme- 
diately informed of the happy ecclair- 
ciffement above mentioned. 

The day following, on l^uifa's being 
longer abfencfrom the dining-room than 
ufual. Lord Haftings went in fearch of 
her to the garden -, and, on entering the 
paviliion, which -had been the fcene of 
fo many interefting interviews, was not a. 
little ftartledonfeeingLouifafittingthere^ 
with a.letter in her hand, almoft drown- 
ied in tears. He enquired the caufe of 
her forrow, with tender and earnefl: foH- 
citude : She gave him the letter j it was. 
froni Adelaide,, and contained thefa 
wqrdai. :i :■ : 



r* 
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. To Mifi S^mean 

—"At length, beloved fricnJof my 
liearc, the folemn, uvful hour ap- 
proaches I This is the laft letter yoii 
fliall ever receive from yout Adelaide t 
Already my hand U (o feeble, it caa 
hardly direct my pen. 

" I know how this wilt afBlA my 
gentle. Louifa ; I feel for liie anguilh 
thy. death wilt occafion yoxij yet fomc- 
thing whifpers me^ yout heart Ihall be 
ibothed, your forrows dividied— and this 
liope give£ confolation ta mine. 

*• Waffie not,, dieareft Loirifa> thole 
precious moments !which fliaW never re- 
turn, and which fo many importaM du- 
ties demand] in exceiTive and unavailing 
fcrrow. Too, too many of them have 
■mc ^enti^^in fond, pcefumptuous fchemes- 
of 
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of unminglcd felicity^ which falls not to- 
the lot of mortals.— Oh, my friendj vain- 
alike are-thc pleafures that engrofs> and 
the cares that dilquiet the tranficnt mo- 
ments of our prefent exiftfince f — At this 
awful orifis, what do all the conccl-ns of 
time appear, in comparifon with the 

hopes of ETERNITY t 

*' My heart would (ay much, but my 
dim eyes and crembliag hand refufe their 
aid. — To 'the God of k>vc and good* 
nefs I fervently commend youj to that 
God who will not leave the foul of his- 
ftrvant, defol^te and forlorn, (o wander- 
in the unfpen world — npr the body tii. 
remain for ev<r s prifoner ia the loath* 
fome grave, 

" Farewel, friend of my foul— beft 
loved, and lateft reniembered! — My 
L-ouifa, Oh farewel for ever t 

Adelaide db St- Croix."" 
Lord 
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Lord Haftings was greatly affcfted 
wjth this lci;tff. . ,It touched ibine ftrings . 
ID hJs- heart, that accorded to its pathetic 
language with a fudoeCs and fenfibility 
atmoft too exquifite to be borne. The 
fotrows of fuch hearts, however, are de- 
lightful ; and whilft thefe fond lovers, 
thefc faithful friends, mingled their fighs 
together, the bitternefs of grief was in- - 
fcnfibly converted into that fweet and 
tender fympathy, which gently agitates> 
without overwhelming the foul.. 

- Lord Haftlngs prefled the hand? of 
Louifa to his bofom, wiped away her 
tears, ibothed her with love and tcn- 
dernefs, and encouraged her to hope^ 
that from change of air^ time, and other 
remedies, Adelaide might ftill recover. 
Rcflcfting, that the. refpedt diie to the 
memory of a revered' parent "rnuff. z. 
while delay that event to which ail' hia. 
wiQiea. 
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'wiHies were diredied, he prevailed on 
Louifa, by the hope of once more be- 
holding her friend, to }6in with him in 
requeuing Lady Granville to make trial 
for 3 few moflChs of the air of the Con- 
tinent. He knew that the novelty and 
variety of the objcfts Ihe would meet 
with in this little tour, would neceflarily 
divert her thoughts from the melan- 
choly fubjcft which conftantly occupied 
them J and likewife fervc to relieve 
Louifa from that awkward confcioufnefs 
attending her prefent fituation. 

With much difficulty. Lady Gran- 
TiUe was prevailed on to enter into a 
fchemc, which called for an exertion to 
which her fpirits were very unequal j 
but confcious of its propriety, and ac- 
cuftomed, from the lingular benevo- 
lence of her heart, ever willingly to fa- 
crifice her own feelings to the comfort 
«r advantage of othjcrs, Ihe ftrove at laft 
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to compljr tfid) the folickatibns of her 
children, suid, in gfacitude £<»* their du- 
Kous CATC of her he^th, to do To with 
cheerfulnefs ; ** There is only one con- 
*' dition, Louifa,'* faid fhe, *• that can 
" prevail on me to become a traveHef 
** at my age i uid that is, that as foon 
•* as I weary of France; you ihall ftand 
*' engaged to find me a daughter ready 
** to love, honour, and obey, the mo- 
** menc I return to England." — Louifa 
blulhed ; and Lord Hattings, clafping^ 
his mother's hand, thanked her with his 
fine intelligent eyes, for this kind hint. 

To avoid obfervation, they fet out 
with very few attendants, and reached 
Paris by flow and e'aiy journies. Being 
properly accommodated in lodgings, in 
a retired village in the neighbourhood 
of Verfailles, the very day after their 
arrival, leaving L>ady Granville behind, 
Lord-Haftings conduced -the aiixtouHy 
,8 ■ impa- 
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impatient <Loui£t to the ConvcBt of St. 
Ctre. She could not again enter thcfe 
iacred walU, without feeling her heart 
Svrell mah a confMied variety of emo- 
tions. Thcfe were not leflened oa hear- 
ing} ibat, a few hours after fending. her 
iaft letter to her friend> the gentle Ade- 
laide pe^cefuUyended her intiocent life. 

Lord Haftings para)ok in her virtu- 
■ous fbrrow; but whilft he did not ven- 
ture to condemn, he gently endeavoured 
to calm and moderate her iiffli<Stion.— 
How exquifitely foothing is that fym- 
pathy which unites at once the ardour 
and delicacy of fricndfliip with the 
matchiefs tenderaefs of love ! 

Whilft flie fat down in. the parlour, 
to compofe her mind, and recover her 
' fcattered fpirits, Ihe received a meflagc 
from the abbefsj requefting to fee her. 

On 
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On entering her apartment, (He pre-* 
fcnted her with a fmall box, Which Ade- 
laide bequeathed to her with her dying 
breath. Louifa received it with every 
mark of reverence for the beloved do- 
nor. She requefted tobeihcwn the 
^t where (he vas buried i and having 
paid the tribute, of gratitude and friend- 
Ihip to a friend endeared to her heart 
by every virtue, ihe returned to Lord 
Haftings, who impatiently waited for 
her, and immediately conduced her 
back-to Verfaillcs. ■. 

Louifa retired to her apartment, to 
indulge, without witneries, thofe tears 
which ferved to relieve her heart. She 
then addrelTed the following letter to 
Lady Lcilier, whom Ihe had promifcd 
to inform of the fate of Adelaide, as 
foon as fhe Ihould be made acquainted 
with it. • 
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To Lady Leijitrf 

— " Already, my dear friend, that 
fingular happinefs, on the .poKTeflion of 
which you fo warmly congratulate me, 
has fuflFertd a cruel interruption j already 
tears mingle with my joy I— Ah, with 
humility and moderation docs it become 
man to enjoy that profperity, which a 
thoufand accidents are ever at hknd to 
embitter— which, however great, cannot 
be lafting — and which muft,'in this ftate 
of trial, be one day fucceeded by thac 
adverfity, which, by contraft, ft renders 
more feverc. 

" The kind, the generous Ktaftin^, 
who prevents or indulges every' wilb of 
my heart, carried me to St. Cire the 
very day after our arrival. — How fliall I 
defcribe the variety of feelings, with 
which I once more entered that" fdcred 

Vol. II. M . abode 
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abode of piety and peact! — My trem- 
bling apprchenfions were fooa ex- 
changed ibr fatal certainty ! 

," "I had a long converfation with the 
venerable abbefs, who informed me, af- 
ter expatiating on the exemplary virtues 
of the dear deceafcd, that Ihe not ojily 
quitted life with cheerful refignation, 
but triumph and joy ! — "With her dying 
lips ftie blcffed me, bequeathed a little 
caOcet to me, as a memorial of her 
friendthip, and bade thofe around tell 
me, ,*' that though divided for a little, 
** we Ihould furely meet again." 

" I cannot help regretting my abfence 
frorfl this fcdemn, afiedting fcene. Yet, 
alas! why fliould I regret hi My af- 
fliftiph would only have rendered death 
more formidable — might have difturbed 
her heavenly compofure, snd clogged 
her afcending fpiric. 

"Ire- 



INTERESTING MEMOIRS. «4J 
** 1 refolved to vilit all that now re- 
mained of the beauteous, amiable^ ad- 
mired Adelaide.— As I approached the 
lowiy dwelling, " I go to meet my~ 
** friend," faid I j " but where are now 
" theopenarms,thefmilingcountenance, 
" and throbbing heart that were wont 

" to welcome me ?" The lay-filler 

pointed out the humble, undiftinguilhed 
fpot, where the firft ■ of women repofes» 
and retired : " That faithful heart ihall 
" beat ntf more ! — No more Ihall forrow 
" heave that clay-cold bofom!— The 
" (hower of fpring ftiall return — but no 
" leaf of her's fliall arife ! — She is gone, 
•' (he is gone for ever, and the place 
" that once knew her, fliall know her no 
*' more I" 

" As I uttered this fentence, I was 

ftartled by fomething which moved the 

fod with which the grave was covered r 

It was her little dog FideUe, the laft 

Ma gift 
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gift of Grammont, oii which Ihe doated, 
and who had made itfelf a bed under 
the fod at the foot of her grave, which 
nothing could induccit to quit fmce the 
hour of her intermetit. The afFedlion- 
atc little animal knew me, and looked 
piteoufly in my face; but immediately 
on perceiving its miftrefs was not with 
me, laid down its head> and refu'med its 
former pofturc. 

" This little afFefting circumftance 
quite overcame me.— My ever watchful 
attentive Haftings, afraid that this fccne 
might prove too fevere a trial for my 
weak fpirlts, approached; and giving 
me his arm> led me back in filence to 
the convent. 

*' I then retired, to vifit her cell, that 
I might be more compofed before re- 
turning to the parlour: — Her chair, her 
bed, her books, furrounded me! The 
. - . very 
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Tcry pen with which flie had laft ad- 
drefled me, lay on her table 1— How pa* 
thetic.was'the lilent language in which 
they fpoke to my fad foul ! — There was 
a becoming fiillnefs in the defolate dwell- 
ing, that gently harmonized my feelings 
and compofed my mind.- — I reflefted 
with gratitude on the happinefs our mu- 
tual friendfhip had fupplied ; and blelT- 
cd God, that from the hour of its com- 
mencement, we had never given each 
other a momentary pain, nor wounded 
the delicacy of each other's affeftion, 
by carelefs negle^ or culpable ingra- 
titade. 

, " And now, having recovered tole- 
rable compolure, I came back to the 
najiovr) where Haftings' impatiently 
waited for me ; and taking a laft look, 
and breathing a Ipft figh to St. Cire, 
and the memory of its tranquil plea- 
fures, returned to Lady Granville. ' 

M 3 "On 
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" On opening the little caflcet, I 
found it contained the pifture of Gram- 
mont } a beautiful landfcape, fuppofed 

to be the fcenery round the fort of. , 

where he died -, her cruciifix and rofary ; 
and, what I hold as invaluable, a fmall 
manufcript, intitled, " Refleiftions of 
<• Adelaide de St. Croix, in the Convent 
« of St. Cire." 

** Thefe, my dear Lady Leiftcr, were 
all the treafures fhe pofleOed i and thefe 
will be ineftimable to me. I will keep 
from every eye this little hoard of grief} 
and whenever I am in danger of for* 
getting myfelf, in too fecure and pre- 
fumptuous profperity^ I will contem- 
plate thefe facred relics ; and the virtues 
of Adelaide will reform her friend.—— 
Adieu — adieu. 

Louisa Seymoitr." 
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To thejamt. 

— " You reproach me with being un- 
kind to my beloved Haftings, and even 
tMigratefui to Heaven, for fufFering the 
death of Adelaide to cloud the very 
dawn of our happinefs. — Ah, Lady Lei- 
fter, how little do you know of thi's 
heart, when you accufe it of coldnefs 
and ingratitude ! Believe me, I tremble 
to feel how ftrongly every affection of 
ijiy foul is rivettcd to one dear, dcferv- 
ing, engrolfing object ! 

** The fituation in which we now find 
ourfelvcs, is perhaps the moft delight- 
ful which the human imagination could' 
paint. The late diflrefllng events have 
mingled all the foftnefs of pity with the 
ardour of paflion, and brought us in^ 
fenfibly to a degree of confidence and 
intimacy, which would fcarce appear 
M 4 ere- 
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credible to any pcrfon acquainted with 
the fituation of our minds a Ihort month 
ago. But what need is there of caution 
or refervcj with a man who can read 
every fcntiment of my foul ; who would 
die, fooner than give me -the flighteft 
pain, and whofe refined manners, exalted 
honour, and glowing affeilion, are a 
fource of ever incrcafing delight ! 

" Oh, my friend, will it always be fo ? 
Win the heart of Haftings be ever and 
only mine ? — Secure now in my bound- 
lefs affcftion, will he not defpife or ne- 
glect a conqueft, which no more ob- 
ftacles oppofe, and of which he knows 
no pQwer on earth will deprive him f— 
Ah, . Lady Leifter, fiiould he ever be 
lefs kind, lefs gentle, lefs refpeftful !^I 
might fupport his ncgleft j buc lus con- 
tempt— O, Heaven, defend me from 
dcferving it ! - ■ —I muft lay down my 
pen. 

• ■ - — ;«How 
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- — ■■" How differentlyj my dear Lady 
Loifter, do we view the fame objeft, 
whilft. under the influence of paSion and 
of reafon ? — I am fo alhamcd of the 
above, that I will do penance for my 
folly, by difclofing it without referve to 
my friend. 

" Juft as I had fini(hed the laft fen-^ 
tence, Haftings fent to requeft me to 
walk, a^ his mother had retired to take 
a little reft in her own apartment: 1 
really was unable to quit mine; and, 
for the firft time in my life, begged to 
be excufed. On inquiring «f'Patty how 
I was employed, the fimple girl inform- 
ed him, and added, out of her great af* 
fcftion, *' I'm afraid. Sir, .my miftrefs 
** has received fome bad news, for flie 
" is writing of letters, and feems in 
** great afflidtion. I really with your 
" honour would ftep up flairs, and talk 
" to her i for flie forbade me to return, 
M 5 " and 
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** and I'm fure> Sir, none can comfort 
■•* her if you can't." — He entered the 
room> which greatly increased my agi- 
tation. He earnestly inquired the caufe : 
X was filenc ; but on his urging co know> 
I tried tp force a fmile, and told him, 
that he muft not fo foon begin to ez- 
ercife his authority. -He' clafpcd my 
handi " Ah, I^uifa," fwd he, " this 
•* is my time ; let me then enjoy my 
" ihort-lived power— hereafter, it will 
*' be your's to reign." 

** To avoid the fubjcft, I alked him 
to read to me. He took up a volume 
of Shake^eare, which lay on the table, 
and read the mournful foliloquy of the 
melancholy Jacques. — My fpirits, ex- 
hausted by the little exertion I had juft 
made, forfook me altogether. 'Regard- 
lefs of the play, my thoughts retraced 
the fad fate of Grammont and Ade- 
laide — I fixed m^y eyes on Haftings — I 
recol- 
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recoUefted that ere long his would be 
clofed by the inexorable hand of death — 
1 even fancied he looked more languid 
and pale than ufual. 

" On looking up, he beheld me lino- 
tionlefs as a ftatue, my head rcfting on 
my bofom, and my eyes ftreaming with 
tears : He flew to my afliftance, prefled 
me to his boibm, and conjured me, as I 
valued his peace, to tell him the caufc 
of this inexplicable diftrefs. Unable to 
fpeak, I pointed to the letter I had been 
writing. He read it, and returning to 
me, {trove to calm my agitated fpiriw 
with the moft foothing, the moft endear-r 
ing tendernefs : " Why, O why, my 
" deareft Loulfa," faid he, " would you 
** embitter our exquifite enjoyment, by 
** anticipating melancholy events, and 
" even impofllble evils ; for fuch I deem 
" any change in our prcfent fentimonts 
" for each other. We are not, my love, 
M6 "to 
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'* to expeft either lafting or upmixed 
«* happincfs on earth } but let us not 
* deal ungratefully and difingenuoufly 
" with Heaven, left, by rcfufing to en- 
' *' joy the bleflings beftowed, they fhogld 
" be withdrawn from us. We do not, 
" my beft Louifa, expeft to find each 
*• other perfeft, or always the fame : 
" Wc cannot fuppofe that we fliall meet, 
** after an abfence of a day, with the 
** fame glowing tranfports we experience 
** when meetingj after many months 
*' have divided us ; — the human mind 
" could not long fuftain fuch impetuous 
" fenfations. — But I . am confident wc 
" ftiall ever feel for each other that con- 
" firmed cfteem, that mild complacency, 
" that animated tenderncfs, that will 
•* infure the higheft enjoyment of which 
" 6ur natures are capable." 

" Ah, my friend, had you ften me at 

that moment, you would neither have 

thought 
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thought me unkind nor ungrateful. ' I 
took hold of his hand, and, forgetting 
that it was not the foothing accents of 
Adelaide to which I then' iiftened, re- 
clined my head on his bofom j then 
looking up to mjr beft inftruftor, " Tell 
•' me, Haftings;" faid I, " will not this 
** intoxicating' affcftion bind us to that 
" world we' muft foon leave, and rendei' 
** our feparation altogether infupport- 
*• able ?"— He looked at me fbme mo- 
ments i tears fwelled into his eyes ; then 
again folding me to his heart, ** No, 
" beft and dcarcft of human beings," 
replied he, " the facred affeilion that 
•* unites our fouls, fliall not bind us to 
" the world, but teach us to rife above 
*' both its pleafures and its pains ; and 
*• when that God who united us, (hall 
•* fee good a little while to divide us, he 
" will enable the furvivor patiently to 
** fupport that life which can be no 
*' longer enjoyed." 

7 " o, 
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" O,, my friend ! the recoUeftion of 
this deeply interefting converfation, 
iwells my heart almoft to burfting! — 
Never, never again Ihall your Louifa 
injure the Tacred aSeflion of her Haft- 
ings, by one anxiety or apprehenfion fo 
unworthy of herfelf, fo unjuft to him. 
Never (ball this breaft harbour fufpi- 
cion,OF this brow be clouded with care; 
but harmony and pe^ee, and fmiling ap- 
probation, cheer every future hour of 
that life which Ihall be wholly devote4 
to make him happy- 

*• At your requcft, I- fead you a fiiort 
. extraA from the manufcript of Ade- 
laide. If it affeds you as tenderly as it 
does me, you (hall have a longer one 
hereafter. 

*• Lady Granville, unable to mis with 
focicty, or relifli pleafure, already be- 
gins to talk of returning to England. — 
Three 



I. Coo^^ic 



INTE.HE^ISG MEMOIRS. 255 
Three ^nioffichs are elapfed iincc. >the 
death of Lord Granville, and hU fon 
iaG(l&-on. the condicions flipukted for 
by his mothpri immediately after , the 
conclufion of the fourth ! — My heart 
confetlts with pleafure tO' every, wifli' of 
his J and I long as much for home and 
quietnefs, as my dear Lady Granville. 

. *f One. of the, moft agreeable of my 
fgture profpefts, is that of confirming 
rpy efteem of Lord Leiftcr's charafter, 
by intimate acquaintance. Aflbre him 
■and yourfelf of the refpeft and tender 
attachment of . , 

Louisa SEyuovR." 



Reflexions of Jdelaide de St. Croix, in Ihe 
Convent of St. Cire. 

*' Retired to folitude and filence, I 
yield up my mind to refleflion. Alas ! 
what pleafure can mine afford — and to 
whom fhould I communicate them ? 

•' Gram- 
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■ *• Grammont! thou no longer fbareft 
in the fentimcnts of the htart that loveth 
iheel Thou knoweft- them- not— thou 
BcVer more Ihalt know them 1 

'lOh, my differed foul ! top well 
haft Jhou proved the vanity, not only 
of the pride and pageantry of life, but 
even of its moft blamelefs pleafures! — 
By forgetting the decree of Hea- 
ven, which determined this a ftate of 
difcipline, thou haft oppofed the will 
of the Moft High ; by confining all 
thy ehjoyment to the poffefllon of one 
obje£t, thou haft loft, with that, the 
power to enjoy J and by too eager a pur- 
fuit of happinefs, haft baniftied her from 
this mortal habitation for ever ! 

** RetMrn then. Oh my difaftered foul ! 
fcturn again to' thy quiet reft : Seek no 
more after lying vanities— indulge noc 
ufelefs forrow— rcheck vain and impious 
regret. Let the Ihortnefs of life mo- 
derate 
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derate thy affiiftion, and its evils anU 
mate thy defircs after a better. 

" Though I cannot always approve, 
neither ought I rafhly to cenfurCj the 
conduft of thole around me. Alas I 
fhould r condemn another, who know 
not that I am right, unlefs by the aflift- 
ance of that very realbn, which others 
poflcfs in a far fuperior degree, who yet 
feem bewildered in the mazes of error ? 

" O thou, that art the pure fountain 
of truth, direA mc in my carneft en- 
deavours to difcover It! — Impute not 
my errors to wilfulnefs,butweiUtnef&I— . 
I look up to thee for the fupplies necef- 
fary for life j and I implore thy favour, 
which is better than life itfelf 1 

« Thou only feeft the heart, " and 

knoweft that combination of circum- 

ftances, by which the judgnwnt is mifled 

and 
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and the will influenced ! — Thou only 
canft determine how far the errors of 
thy creatures are voluntary j and to 
thee, Omnifcient, it belongs to con- 
demn or acquis I 

" O, let no tie„ ftrong as. that thy 
Providence hath unloofed, again rivet 
my afFcdions to life ! but grant that the 
difappointment of my earthly hopes may 
pfove the means of my heavenly prepa.- 
ntionl 



• •* Once more I begin to taffc of peace, 
and habit reconciles me to the abfence 
of pleafare; — In^ humble expcftatiotiof 
future felicity, I ftrive to fubftitutc prc- 
fcnt refignatiofl, in the room of paft 
enjoyment. 

:■ ** I know that millions are bom, but 

to die. , Alas 1 that many more exift,. 

enjjr to abufc the privilege of exiftenpe t 

iam 
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I am aflured, th-at infinite wifdom can- 
not err, nor infinite benevolence be un- 
juft } I bqw, therefore, before the Moft 
High, and adore that wifdom I cannot 
-comprehend. 

«* Are we better judges of our proper 
fphere than Him who appointed it; and 
will we prcfumptuoufly grafp at the 
prize, before we have reached the goal f 
Is ic for us to CQmplain of our infigni- 
ficance among the creatures of his power, 
whilft there breaches a human being 
whom we can aflift by our advice, re- 
lieve by our aims, w encourage with 
our approbation j to whom our pity can 
fupply comfort, and our affeftion plea- 
fure?< — Let us aflc our own hearts if 
there are not many fuch, and blulh foi 
their ungrateful dilingenuity. 
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-.f*.0 vain wprldJ that ftill promifes, 
and ftill deceives ! — O, moft vain man, 
vho ftill relies, and is ftill difappointed ! 
No more do 1 covet thy gay profpeds— 
no more welcome thy deceitful hopes : 
They once looked bright and alluring, 
but the veil of death has dropt, and 
hidden them from my view for ever !— 
Farewel — a long farewel— to thy pain« 
and pleafures ! — Soon, oh foon, Gram- 
mont, will I join thee ! Then, though 
obfcure, forgotten, unlamented, a friend, 
perhaps, may vifit my grare — perhaps 
a Louifa weep over it !" ■ 



To Lady Letter. , , ' 

« To-morrow, mydeai'Lady^ttifter, 
we begin that journey, which, I truft, 
is to bring us in health and happihrfs 
to our native land. 

"My 
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■ " My time now is chiefly employed 
in CdnCecCing, -with my deareft Haftings^ 
that future plan of conduft, by purfuing 
■which We fliallenfure felf- approbation, 
if we cahn'ot uninterrupted felicity. I. 
have the bell model before my- eyes, in 
the character of -Lady Granville j with 
whom you are yet but half acquainted. 

** You have formerly teftified appro- 
bation of my porrraits — let me attempt 
that of a perfon who unites that of a lady 
fafliion with a reafonable woman ! 

** Unenflaved by the prejudices, and 
uncorrupted by the prai5tices of the 
world. Lady Granville maintains, in the 
midft of it, that reftitude of condudt, 
and limplicity of manners, which ac- 
cords with the fpirit of thofe doctrines 
flie adorns, and the example of that Di- 
vine Mafter, whofe fteps ihe profefles to 
follow. 

. . "*y 
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" By maintaining an exemplary con- 
duct in her family, and by her judicious 
choice of books beftowed on her do- 
prieftics, and even read to them on pro- 
per, occaiions, (he Uys the- be£t founda- 
tion for infuring their good conduit, " by 
properly informing their minds. . 

" Her piety is without oftentation, 
and her *eal, without bigotry. The 
complacency of her manners di6mfes 
cheerfulnefs and good, humour around 
herj and from her, youth meets with 
indulgence, modelty with encourage- 
ment, and merit with approbation. . 

" How pleafing is it, my dear friend, 
to fee people, pofleffed of rank and for- 
tune, uniting with them all thofe amiable 
and refpeftable qualities which add luftrc 
to titles, and dignity to birth ? 

" W«re I inclined to be revengeful 
. for your former ill ufage, I might per- 
haps, 

u,o,i,-f-n,Gaogli: 



INTERESTING MEM&IRS. 163 
iaps, with equal truth, aflure you, " that 
** a. newer favourite has fupplanted you 
" in my heart, and that this is the very 
" laft letter yau will receive from . 

Louisa Seymour." 



To Lord Hayings. 

" No longer fhall I difpute the pre- 
eminence of yaur fcx — I fee, I confefs 
you are our fuperiors in every thing. 

*' Wbilft women, weak and pufillani- 
mous,' ar-e held enfiaved by the preju- 
dices of education, the bonds of prin- 
ciple, and the terrors of confcience, with 
what fuperior courage do men fhake 
them off, and aflert their native free- 
dom ! 

" Ifwe venture even on a flight' pre- 
varication, how does the moral flow of 
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our blood cover ourcheeks with bluflies, 
and betray our offence ? — Bu^ men, with 
exalted courage, break the bonds of con- 
fidence and good faith, andj nobly fupc- 
rior to rcmorfe and Jhame, laugh at our 
credulity, and proclaini aloud their 
triumph. 

" But not only muft we yield to you, 
on account of your facility in making 
and breaking promifes, but in the fu- 
periorand peculiar art you poffcfs, of 

forgetting them altogether. Your 

laft words when we parted, were, " I 
** will write to you frequently."— How 
you have fulfilled your engagement, let 
Confcience anfwer. — O, cry you mercy ? 
I believe he is not of your ■acqu'^in't- 
ance, or elfe you lords indulge him with 
a perpetual vacation. 

** Tell me truly, is it that, in plight- 
ing your faith to one woman, you con» 
lider 
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fider yourfclves as abfolved from obferv- 
jng it with all bclides ? Or that you 
thmk the marriage vow fo large, that it 
ihould Twallow up aU the Icfler pro- 
. mifes that preceded k ? 

" But I will no Joirger argne with 
. one I fo heartily defpife, or rather pity, 
for his deplorable infatuation, in volun- 
tarily renouncing what he once might 
. have enjoyed — the ineftimabJe privilege 
of my correfpondencc. 

" Affure Louifa, fhe Jhall have no 
good wilhes Irom me, qn account of her 
approaching nuptials } Hie is poflelTed 
already" of mprc happinefs than flic 
knows how to ufe. As for your's, it is 
.too complete to admit of any addition. 

*• As we fliall be with my father 

about the xime of your arrival, I hope 

Yqu II. N we 
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ivre fhall fee you before the honey-mooa 
expire.**— Take comfort, Haftings ; — 
«re have been mamed four months, and 
out's is not yet on the wane. Nay, 
from its mild and gentle alpe<3;, I Batter 
myfelf it may continue to enlighten our 
Jiemirphere for life.— Adieu, caro arnica. 
Charlotte Leistee.." 



After an eafy and pleafant journey, 
:the travellers returned to their hofpi- 
table raanfion ; where Dr. Melville 
waited to receive them, and next morn- 
ing, in prcfencc only of their principal 
domeftics, joined the hands of Mifs Sey- 
mour and LOTd Haftings. 

If the Jofs which Lady Granville had 
fuftained of the beft of huibands, could 
never be forgotten, it was at leaft alle- 
viated by the duteous and tender cares 
of 
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of her children} whofe lafting happi- 
nefs was ftrengthened and coafirmed 
by every tie which Heaven has annexed 
to the moft facred and endearing of alS 
connexions. 



THE END* 



n, Google 



n, Google , 



.p 



Kew Edifiont of the following BOOK5 
have been lately puhlijbei iy T. Cadell, 

OEMS and Peays. By WUliam UtyUsf, 
Efq. 6 vols. 

^ II, Pbiw, a Poem. By Hcl«i Maria Wil- 
lums. 4to. 4E. fcwed. 

III. The Mine, a Dramatic Poem. By Joba 
Sargent; Efq. 3s. Tewed. 

IV. The MiRSOR^a Periodical Paper publilh'- 
ed at Edmburgh, in the Years 1779 and 1780. 

J vols. tf6^ 

V. The Maw of Feeling, a Novel. 38. 

VI.. The Man of the World, By thfc 
iame Author. 2 vols. 6 s. 

VII. Julia de Roitbigke. By the Tame. 
2 vols. 6 s. 

VIII. Cecilia I or, Memoirs of an Beirefs. 
By the Author of Evelina. 5 vols. 15s. 

VK.. Letters of the Right Hon. Lady M — y 

"W yM Ej written during her Travelr 

in Europe, Afia, and Africa, to Perfbns oF .Dif« 
tin£lion. Men of Letters, &c. in difTcrent Parts 
of Europe; which contain, among other Rela- 
tions, Accounts of the Policy and Manners of 
dwTurkSj drawn frooi Sources that have been 
inacccjible- 



I. Coo^^lc 



BOOKS puhlifiuJ by T. Cadecl. 

rnaeceAMe to oAer Traveller*. To this Edition- 
are added, Poems, by the fame Author. . 3- vols, 6g. 

X. Moral Tales. By M. Marmontel. 
Tranflated from the French. Illuftrated with- 
Plates. 3 vols, los. 6d. 

- XI, Adelaide AND Thsodore } or. Letters 
on Education, Containing all the Prindptes rc- 
htive to Three different Plans of Educiition^ to- 
Ihat of Princes,, and to thofe of young Periqns of 
both Sexes. Tranflated from the French of Ma< 
dame la CointefiedoGeoiis. 3 Vols. los. '6d.- 

Xn. Essays on various Subjefls ; principally 
defigncd for Young Ladies. By Mib Haon^ 
More. -38, fewcd. 

Xni. Sackid Dsaha9 i chiefly intended for 
young Perfons. The Subjefts taken from tfar 
Bible. To which is added, ScnGbility, a Poem. 
By Mifs Hannah More. 5 s. 

XIV. Thb Aet or THiHKiito. By Lord 
Eaimes. 39. 

XV. A Father's Lecact to his DAUcrt- 
TERS. By the late Dr. Gregory of Edinburgh. 
3 J, fewtd,. 

XVI. The Moral Miscellany ; or, A 
CoIIcflion of Selefl Pieces in Profe and Verfe, foe 
the Inftruflion and Entertaifiment of Yoiith, 3s. 



n,C00J^lc 



BOOKS puiliM by T. Cadeli. 

XVn. Ah Historical Miscellany. 67 
'tiie Author of the Moral Mifcellany. 3s. 

XVin. The Poetical Miscellany j con- 
filling of Sdea Pieces from the Works of the 
'following Poets, viz. Milton, Drytleo, Pope, Ad- 
.difon, Gay^ 2ic, &c. 3s. 

XIX. The Governess; or, The Little Fe- 
male Academy : Calculated for the EnteruinmeiK 
anid Inftruflion of Young Ladies Intheir Educa- 
Ltion. js.-6d. 



"SUt» 



n, Google 



I. Coo^^lc 



I. Coo^^lc 



n,G0DgJc 



I. Coo^^lc 



N, Google 



^■A 



L 



■/ 



I 



J 



n, Google 



